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I

HELLAS RESURGENT

� � �H E T IT L E  "Hellas Resurgent”  will seem to some 
JL  a euphemism, or perhaps a device intended to pro­

voke a critical audience. Is it justified in the light of all 
that has been said about the chaos of the third century, 
that chaos which exposed classical civilization to a thun­
derous series of political, economic, spiritual, and intellec­
tual shocks? Even superficial perusal of Gibbon leaves not 
the slightest doubt that he would have objected most em­
phatically, if not cholerically, to^'Hellas Resurgent”  as a 
label for Byzantine civilization.1 There is no mistaking

1 The only quandary in one’s mind arises in determining whether 
scholars today will be more outraged by the first half of the title than 
Gibbon would have been by the second. The term "Hellas”  is used in 
this chapter to indicate the Greek cultural tradition which remained 
strongest in classical and medieval times among the Greek and Hellen- 
ized populations of Greece, Anatolia, and a few isolated spots in 
Egypt, Syria, southern Italy, and Sicily. Whether the polyglot Byzan­
tine empire was possessed of a culture that may be characterized as 
Greek has been occasionally and passionately debated. In terms of 
literary production, there is little question in this matter. The literary 
language was Greek, and the models of education and literary pro­
duction were both classical and Christian. A t the same time, disparate 
elements from various nonclassical traditions were absorbed into 
Byzantine culture. The single most important was the Christian re­
ligion^ by origin Semitic and Monotheistic. By virtue, however, of the 
Christianization of the pagan world of the eastern Mediterranean, 
Christianity was itself Hellenizcd (see W. Jaeger, Early Christianity 
and Greek Paidcia [Cambridge, 19 6 1] · p. 5). And so it was with

9 *
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nently Greek phenomena within Christianity, iconolatry 
and hagiolatry, and this superstition debased the spiritual 
and intellectual standard of society; Christianity con­
tributed to the degeneracy of the Greek nation by teaching 
it abasement and passivity. Monasticism was complemen­
tary to this process, for it caused men and women to 
renounce not only the pleasures but also the business of this 
world. Thus, the world was deprived of the energies of 
these "monastic saints, who,”  Gibbon writes, "excite only 
the contempt and pity of a philosopher.”  5 Christianity 
created a state within a state and so helped to consume the 
Empire in a parasitic manner. -

Gibbon sees "orientalization,”  whatever this may have 
meant to him, as a further contributing factor to this 
degeneracy. In chapter 17  it is the vanity of the East mani­
fest in court forms and ceremonies, and it has vanquished 
Roman manly virtue. In speaking of the new "oriental”  
forms of civil and military administration which Diocle­
tian and Constantine introduced, he remarks that their 
mere discussion will illustrate the Empire’s rapid decay. In 
the civil war between Coristantine’s two sons, Constans is 
supported by the "martial nations of Europe”  whereas 
Constantius is at the head of the "effeminate troops of 
Asia.”  Let me add that it was the latter, not the former, 
who finally won. Gibbon’s work bristles with literary 
shafts hurled at the effeminacy of Greeks, at the malevo­
lence of eunuchs, and at the heroic hypocrisy of bishops.®

In chapter 53 he describes the state of the Empire in the 
tenth century and presents a symptomatic comparison be­
tween the Greek character, on the one hand, and that of 
the Latins and Arabs on the other:

5 Ibid., ch. 37 :IV , 74.
8 Ibid.,ch. 22 :11, 39 6.Gibbon begins this chapter: "While the

Romans languished under the ignominious tyranny of eunuchs and 
bishops. . . .”

95
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Arabs, and because its state of civilization was not so prim­
itive as that of the West. But certainly this docs not ex­
plain why it was that the Caliphate was more affected by 
internal decline, or why Byzantium was not in the state of 
chaos which the West experienced. It would be unfair to 
Gibbon to state categorically that he was not conscious of 
the necessity of supplying more positive reasons for Byzan­
tine longevity. He recognizes the importance of the gifted 
individual in history, and such a person he considers Basil 
the Macedonian to have been. He comprehends the signifi­
cance of technology and attributes the salvation of Con­
stantinople from the Arabs to the invention of Greek fire. 
He comes closest, perhaps, to a positive explanation of 
Byzantium’s endurance in chapter 53 where he speaks of 
centralized government, economic wealth, industry, and 
skills which the Greek Orient possessed in abundance. But 
by and large, Gibbon failed to come to grips with the 
problem of the unique length of the "decline.”

How are Gibbon’s evaluation and judgment of the 
Byzantine Empire to be explained? The remarks of A n ­
drew Lossky and Gerhart Ladner have indicated the gen­
eral nature of the answer. Though Gibbon was perhaps 
something more than a child of the Enlightenment, to the 
degree that he was its intellectual and emotional offspring, 
he was imbued with a corresponding distrust of and con­
temptuous disdain for organized hierarchical religions. 
This so prejudiced his view of history that he could not 
fully appreciate the historical role of religion in a period 
wherein religion dominated and colored every phase of life. 
His personal experience with religion, as well as with much 
of the literature that he read, contributed to the acerbity 
of his criticism of the Church. The unfortunate effect of 
Gibbon’s blindness to the historical and cultural impor­
tance of religious matters was heavily compounded by his 
limited view of the historical unity of the subject he
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century and later did not reduce its economy to the rude 
level of the economy of Western Europe. Its economy re­
vived and developed in a comparatively vigorous fashion 
for almost 800 years.19

Though the manifestations of this economic vitality are 
clearly discernible, the causes are more tenebrous. Cer­
tainly one important factor in the economic stamina of 
the East was its survival of the barbarian invasions, though 
this is a circular argument inasmuch as its political sur­
vival cannot be separated from its economic strength. 
Conditions that favored industrial production and money 
economy included large population and a developed urban 
society.20 As to size of population, the most recent study 
of ancient demography would have us believe that the 
eastern provinces were more heavily populated than the 
western.21 The importance of towns for industry, com­
merce, and indeed for civilization as a whole is even

19 The reader will find a very informative account in R . Lopez, 
"The Trade of Medieval Europe: The South,”  in Cambridge Economic 
History, II (Cambridge, 19 5 2 ) , 257 ff.

20 F. Lot, The End of the Ancient World (London, 19 3 1 ) ,  pp. 
69 ff.

21 The most recent and detailed treatment of the population 
question is that of J .  C. Russell, Late Ancient and Medieval Population, 
Transactions of the American Philosophical Society, Vol. X LV III, pt. 3 
(Philadelphia, 19 58 ). His conclusions (pp. 7 1-8 7 )  on the populations 
of the Empire in the period prior to the great plague of 543, estimated 
in millions, are:

IO7

West East
Italy 4.0 Greece and Balkans 5.0
Iberia 3 to 4 Egypt 3.0
North A frica 2.5 Asia Minor i l  .6
Gaul 5·° Syria 4-3
Britain 0.5 * 3*9

13  to 1 6

Russell’s figures are in keeping with the conservative estimates of J. 
Beloch, Die Bevölkerung der greichis ch-römischen Welt (Berlin, 
1886).
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philologically self-evident. By and large, the East seems to 
have been possessed of larger numbers of towns and more 
vital cities, Asia Minor being perhaps the single most im­
portant province in this respect. Because of economic fac­
tors and its security from barbarian invasions, its towns 
continued a vital existence down to the eleventh and 
twelfth centuries at which time the Turkish invasions 
brought a partial disruption to their good fortune.22 This 
urban vitality was crucial to the East’s ability to withstand 
the economic and political vicissitudes of the transitional 
period. Urban continuity was important not only as a 
material factor: it was also essential to the survival of 
Christian Hellenism or Byzantine civilization. Without 
these cities the East would likewise have gone down.

The crafts, industry, and commerce had older and bet­
ter established traditions in the East. Perhaps related to this 
are the findings of the pseudoscience of ethnic psychology, 
according to which Syrians, Greeks, Jews, and Armenians 
found commerce and the crafts more congenial than did 
the inhabitants of the Latin West in this early period of

22 6�  H. M. Jones, $��� ������ 	���� ���&� 6��;������ ��� �,�������  
(Oxford, 1940), deals masterfully with the history of the towns in 
the eastern Mediterranean during the first six centuries of the Christian 
era. The problem of the continuity of towns in Byzantium between the 
seventh and ninth centuries is presently the subject of debate. It seems 
highly probable that the continuity of urban centers in much of Asia 
Minor and the southern Balkans was not interrupted (G. Ostrogorsky, 
"Byzantine Cities in the Early Middle Ages,”  �,&������� (���  
��'��� , X III [ 19 5 9 ], 47-66; S. Vryonis, "A n  A ttic Hoard of B y­
zantine Gold Coins (668-741) from the Thomas Whittemore Collec­
tion and the Numismatic Evidence for the Urban History of By­
zantium,”  2  ������� ����8�� 8�!����������*� ������,����  V III [ 19 6 3 ] , 
2 9 1-30 0 ). A . P. Kazdan, ����8���� �� *����� 8� <�!�����  IX -X  88 
(Moscow, i9 6 0 ), has maintained that these cities suffered a severe 
decline between the seventh and ninth centuries and then recovered. 
O f general interest is the fact that Russell’s study, as well as that of 
Ostrogorsky, "D ie Steuersystem in byzantinischen Altertum und 
Mittelalter,”   �!����,& , V I ( 19 31)»  233» indicates that population 
was expanding during this period.
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the Balkans, large numbers of Slavs settled not only in the 
northern half of the peninsula but in the southern half as 
well. In spite of the fact that these invaders largely Slavon- 
ized the Latin-speaking northern half of the area, they left 
very scant linguistic traces in the Greek language. In the 
Peloponnese they were Hellenized and left behind them as 
the only evidence of their existence the great numbers of 
Slavic placenames in the Peloponnesian countryside.30

The Christianization of the Russians, Serbs, and Bulgars 
was one of the more dramatic expressions of Hellas Resur­
gent. In this respect, the Byzantine church did for these 
peoples what the Latin church did for the Germanic bar­
barians. Byzantium thus indelibly colored a very impor­
tant portion of future Europe. This Christianization in­
cluded not only religion, but the elements of civilization 
itself— alphabet, literature, art, and so forth. The victory 
of Byzantine culture here is all the more indicative of 
strength in that the Greek East won these areas not merely 
by default but after rather stiff competition with the 
Papal W est?1

In the intellectual realm, we saw that Gibbon con­
demned the thinkers of Byzantium because “ not a single

30 The question of the Slavic settlement in Greece is in many ways 
the "Homeric Question”  of Byzantine studies. The controversy, 
centering on the descent of the modern Greeks, threatens to blossom 
once more with the announced republication of the work of J . 
Fallmereyer, Geschichte der Halbinsel Morea während des Mittelalters 
(Stuttgart, 183 0- 183 6) .  That the Slavs came into Greece in large 
numbers during the sixth and seventh centuries is no longer doubted 
by serious scholars, a conclusion made abundantly obvious by the 
study of place names (M. Vasmer, Die Slav en in Griechenland, in 
Abhandlungen der Preuss. Akademie der Wissenschaften, Philosophische- 
historische Klasse, X II [ 1 9 4 1 ] ) .  The Slavs in Greece were largely ab­
sorbed through Christianization and Hellenization (Ostrogorsky, 
History of the Byzantine State, p. 85; F. Dvornik, The Slavs: Their 
Early History and Civilization [Boston, 19 56 ], pp. 1 1 6 - 1 1 7 ) .

31 Dvornik, op. cit., pp. 218  if., and Les Slaves Byzance et Rome 
au IXe siècle (Paris, 1926).
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child o f A ntiquity, a most obedient child that was never�
able to destroy completely the father image. Its literary�
and linguistic inheritance was particularly rich, for the�
parent was one o f genius. I f  the Byzantines worshiped�
Homer, Aristotle, Polybius, and Thucydides, their taste�
has been vindicated by the taste o f the modern world. The�
pagan world had already bestowed the canonization of �
perfection on these great figures and their works. Thus the�
late pagan world was as Byzantine as the Byzantines them ­
selves in their faithful imitation o f and enslavement to�
these works. This aspect o f  the Byzantine tradition cer­
tainly did not provide the optim um  conditions for the�
freeing o f new rivulets o f literary experimentation and�
creation. It did result, however, in the preservation of�
many o f the Greek classics until the W est was ready to re­
ceive this priceless treasure and to reevaluate it under the�
powerful renaissance light o f Hum anism .34 Byzantine�
monks toiled endlessly in copying the texts, Byzantine pro­
fessors and bishops wrote copious commentaries on them,�
and the bureaucrats and men o f letters all studied these�
writings as the basis o f their education. But, as Gibbon re­
marks, they often  studied the form  rather than the content.�
A t the same time, the preservation o f this body o f literature�
assured the Byzantines a higher level o f civilization than�
that o f the W est in the earlier centuries o f the Middle�
Ages. The barbarians, strangers to this tradition, were�
forced to resort to their imaginations, and the felicitous re­
sults of this fact would not become apparent until the�
W est faced the East in the period o f the Crusades. It is this�
circumstance that Gibbon underlines when he remarks�
that while Byzantium  was absorbed w ith theology, the�
Latins developed something called technology. Byzantine

34 ( ��� �������� � �� � ������ ��� ��� ��� � � � �  � � " �� ���:�� �0� 3( � � � - � ��� � ;
������ $ ��/���� � �� � ��������� ) ��� �� �	 ��04� Dumbarton Oaks Papers.�
5 �##� 6 19 6 3 70�378 52 �



technology has not yet been investigated, but it is quite 
possible that Gibbon’s view in this particular matter will be 
partially vindicated once such an investigation is carried 
out. One is struck by the comparative frequency with  
which the Byzantines copied and used the classical manuals 
on agriculture, warfare and tactics, hunting, fishing, and 
so forth. Their continued use would indicate that the 
methods and technics worked out in them satisfactorily 
fulfilled the needs o f society in the eastern Mediterranean. 
So long as a particular arrangement in society fulfills its 
function, it is not likely to change easily. It is only when it 
is forced to compete or face a new  challenge that the old 
arrangement or order must change. On the other hand, one 
must acknowledge that it was Byzantine conservatism that 
aided the Empire in the utilization o f its energies in the 
most economical manner and thus enabled it to survive the 
storms o f the early Middle Ages.

Lest it appear that I have fallen victim  to the Gibbonian 
view on Byzantine culture, it should be added that Byzan­
tine literature had a newer, more creative strain in addi­
tion to that which Gibbon ascribed to it. It developed a 
new religious poetry o f great beauty, truly w orthy o f  its 
classical predecessor. Hagiography, in spite o f Gibbon, was 
a living genre, largely devoid o f the artificiality o f the 
atticizers. Vernacular poetry and literature also appeared 
and developed. Finally, one should note that those servile 
Byzantine historians, as Gibbon referred to them, at least 
maintained the standard o f  excellence o f their ancient 
models, even though they did not create something new. 
Their historiographical production was superior to its con­
temporary counterparts in the W est; they recorded for 
later ages the greatness o f this millennial state in almost un­
broken succession from Constantine to the fall in / I = H . 
They are also far more objective than Gibbon would have 
us believe when he speaks o f them as “servile” : they do not
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em inent revenue through grants of � � � � � 	� $� �D� � � � 	� , � � � �	��	.  
- 	�E  the granting of privileges to Venetian traders; the de­
basement of the coinage; the sale of offices and farming of 
taxes; the civil wars; and finally the ethnic-religious difficul­
ties.1 There can be no doubt that all of these phenomena had 
dire consequences for Byzantium, but it can be argued on 
good grounds that two of these problems, the civil wars and 
the ethnic-religious difficulties in the provinces, were the key 
developments which led to the collapse of Asia Minor in the 
face of the Saljuk invasions and the resultant hum bling of 
Byzantium from its position of power and glory.

T he civil wars in Byzantium during the eleventh century 
took on the aspect of a contest for supreme power between 
the bureacracy and the army, and all the grandees of the 
empire took one or the other side in consonance with their 
interests. This struggle between the bureaucracy and the 
army had set in shortly after the death of Basil II when the 
succeeding weak rulers turned the direction of affairs and 
power over to the bureaucrats. Gradually their predominance 
in affairs of state became so overwhelming that the officers 
of the army were not only subordinated in all important mat­
ters, but severely persecuted by confiscation of property, exile, 
blinding, and execution. This persecution of the military 
aristocracy, coupled with the lack of an established succession,

1 T here is a considerable body of literature on th e  eleven th  century, the  
important, item s of which are the follow ing: N . Skabalanovich, Bii3aH TH fiC KO e  
rocy/tapC T B O  �  ijepKOBL· � � X I B en e  (St. Petersburg, 1884) ; P . Charanis, “The  
B yzantine Em pire in the E leventh  C en tu ry /’ � � � �� �� � 	 � � �� �� � � � �� �� � � ��  I. ed. 
M . B aldw in (P hiladelphia, 1955), 177-219, where one can find the lastest b ib li­
ography on the su bject; R . H . J. Jenkins, � � � � � 	 � � � ��� � � � � � �� � � � � � �� � � � � �  
� �� �� � � � �� �� � � �  (L ondon, 1953), a short work bu t w ith  rem arkable insight in to  
th e  internal evo lu tion  of B yzantine so c iety ; C. N eum ann, “L a situation  m ondiale  
de l ’em pire byzantin  avan t les croisades,” � � � � � � � � � � � ��� � �� �� ��� �  10 (1905), 
57-171; J. H ussey, “T he B yzantine Em pire in the E leven th  C entury: Som e  
D ifferen t In terp reta tion s/’ � �� � � � � ��� � �� � � � �� � � � � 	 � � � � �� �� � � � � �  � � � � � 	 �  32 
(1950), 71-87, is very  provocative and stresses th e  im portant cultural achieve­
m ents of the e leven th  century; G. Schlumberger, ! "� � � � # � � $ 	 � � � � � � � � %� ��  
&��� � � � � �' �( � � � � �( � �� �  3 (Paris, 1905) ; C. Cahen, “La cam pagne de M antzikert 
d ’après les sources m usulm anes,’’ � 	 � � � ��� � �  9 (1934), 613-42.
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source of the em pire’s financial and military strength. Here 
(he government had only limited success against the magnates 
in its program of agrarian legislation .5 6

It is this landed military nobility which the bureaucrats 
or civil aristocracy attempted to control in the eleventh cen­
tury, at first successfully, but finally giving in to their superior 
power. T h e civil aristocracy is somewhat more difficult to 
describe or define as it was not so homogeneous a group as its 
opponents the military aristocracy. This group consisted 
largely of the prominent families of Constantinople in the bu­
reaucracy, such families as Monomachus, Argyrus, Ducas, and 
Cerularius. In addition this civil aristocracy included those 
persons of hum ble origin, such as the eunuch John Orphano- 
trophus and Philocales, who had been able to ascend the 
cursus honorum to the higher administrative posts. A third 
and new group which gave the civil aristocracy its peculiar 
appearance in the eleventh century was that of the professors 
and graduates of the refounded University of Constantinople. 
T his group was made up of men, such as Psellus and Xiphili- 
nus, for whom education was the key to a highly successful 
government career.0

T he source of power of the civil aristocracy was the con­
trol of the imperial administration and finance, control of 
the capital city itself, and control of the imperial armies sta­
tioned in Constantinople. One readily sees how by this 
antagonism between the urban bureaucratic aristocracy and 
the provincial military aristocracy the energies of the Byzan­
tine state were to be harnassed to a highly destructive and ex­
hausting civil war. T he two groups were extremely conscious 1 
of the struggle for power in terms of the civil and military 
elements, and each looked upon the other with great hatred

5 G. Ostrogorsky, “Agrarian C onditions in the  B yzantine E m pire,” The  
C a m b n d g e  E conom ic  H is to ry , 1 (Cam bridge, 1942), 194-233. H is v iew s are 
som ew hat altered in, “Q uelques prob lèm es d ’h isto ire  de la paysann erie  byzan tin e  
(Brussels, 1956). P. Charanis, “T he M onastic  Properties and the S tate  in  the  
B yzantine E m p ir e /  D u m b a rto n  Oaks P apers , 4 (1948), 53-118.

6 For the refounding of the  U n iversity  o f C onstantinople and its  per­
sonnel see J. H ussey, Church and  Learning in  the B yza n tin e  E m pire  867-1185 
(L ondon, 1937), 37-88.
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of affairs in Constantinople. Their obvious strength  lay in the  fact th a t they  
had the provinces and  provincial arm ies in their hands. Before the  m ilitarists, 
under Alexius I Comnenus, finally trium phed  in 1081, the  bureaucrats  p u t up 
a long and  very spirited  resistance, for they  had  a num ber of advantages. In  
their hands were the  im perial palace, the  central offices and  finances of the  
state , the small b u t crack body  of troops and  the fleet s ta tioned  a t C onstan­
tinople, and, m ost im portan tly , the  im perial c ity  itself w ith  its invincible 
walls. I t  is rem arkable to  w hat degree the  ideology of the  B yzantine E m pire 
was centered on Constantinople. The very  fact th a t the  im perial cap ital was 
in the hands of the  bureaucrats  for the  greater p a rt of the  eleventh cen tury  
was alm ost enough in  itself to  th w art the  fifty or six ty  rebellions raised by  the  
provincial m ilitarists during the  period betw een 1028-1081. F or no m a tte r 
how long a  rebellious general m ight hold A natolia or the  Balkans, w ithout the 
conquest of the  c ity  on the  B osphorus it was a m eaningless achievem ent. I t  is 
in teresting  th a t these generals did no t, for the  m ost pa rt, th ink  in term s of 
founding separatist states.

Given the  im portance of th e  ac tual possession of C onstantinople in th is 
struggle betw een the  bureaucracy and  the  provincials, any  group w ithin the 
c ity  th a t  was articu la te  politically acquired  increasing significance in  the  af­
fairs of th a t  day. A nd in fact two C onstantinopolitan  groups do come to  the  
fore in  th is tense polarization  of political forces, the  church and  the  very  
populace of the  city . I t  is w ith the  la tte r  ra th e r th an  w ith  the  form er th a t 
we are here concerned.

�
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M i c h a e l  V C a l a p h a t e s

In  1042, when th e  u p s ta rt Michael V C alaphates a ttem p ted  to  rem ove his 
au n t by  m arriage, Zoe, and w ith her th e  M acedonian dynasty , he first strove 
to  secure the  support of the  upper class, b u t also, and  especially, the  support 
of the  people, by  conferring favors.50 The rem oval of the  E m press from the 
palace would be an  extrem ely touchy  m a tte r  a t  very  best. Hence Michael was 
obliged to  proceed cautiously. H e decided to  te s t the  populace and  its sen ti­
m ents on E aste r Sunday.

“The im perial procession hav ing  been prepared, th e  προεξάρχοντες51 of 
the  agora strew ed the  ground w ith  luxuriously woven silk carpets from  
the  very  palace to  the  gates of th e  revered and  m ost holy St. Sophia. 
They had  prepared  these so th a t  the  E m peror m ight pass through  in 
honor w ith  his arm ed re tinue .” 52
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/ 	 ��� ��Ỳ� � ����	 �� ��� �� � � � � � � �� � ��� � � � � �� . � ��� ��� O m‰hk� g•‘� ‡Œh•‡ˆh’ � g“•€…‘� •� g” n�

€‡n‡“‰”n� g ‹ • n • n 	 	 	QP��� � ���� ��� �� � � � �� � ��� ��� �� � � �/��� � � � � � � �� ��� � � � �� ! �� � �
�� � 	 ��0� �� � � � �� ��� � � � � / �. �� �� � �& � � � �� �� �� ������ � �� �� � � � ��� � � ���& � � �� � � � 	 � � � � �
� � � � � � � �� � � ������ ��/� � 	 � � � � � � � � � � � ��� � � �� 	 �� / � � � � ��� � � �� �� 	 / � � �� � � � / � �� �
� � � � ���:� � � �� � �� � � � . ���� � �� � � � �� � � �� �.��� � � ��� � � � � � ��� �� � ������ #� � �� � � ������
�� � �� � � �0� ! ��� ��� �� � ��� �� �� � �� � � � � �� � � i •h‹•Š••hng‹‘� ��� �� � � � / � �� � � ���� ���� � � �� ��

09� C#%�#6!��� � � �� 09:�� @ {be‰qn�exn�p~e~qogh•snho� i•n�~eroi„n� ~g€iqgen�� bjhn� {…•wo�~qgj� hxiel�ƒn„dcn� �
fhj� q‡� d{n�…gcwisn� bop•qwon� †hn„wo� †lrpiieniqv�qov�hli€n� fhj� †orjhn� €g•sn�� i€iq� bc� fhj� {ƒ…qogswho� is� dqr{ic� �
qj� bq� iexnhnijen�� cwl…jhn�pƒqon�� is� flgohfs� exn�is� dqip� i€� €ƒoen� ~pw…h� ~ge{rqlwon� bcdewjhn� fcgx‰hv� qn� i„ �
i•n�hƒj•n� h~ewi€r•n� nh•�� fhj� boP� hlisv�p~e~qogh•snho� fgjnhv� isv�ƒn„dcv� i•n�~eroi„n�D

0��C#%�#6!��� � � �� 09:y� ��������#��� g�� �1�� ‹ ‹dqip� b{� ihlih� fhj� fhip�icn�n{hn� flgohfsn� q†j~~el� isv� ~ge€bel �
ƒqƒqncd{ncv� {~qgo~qipnnlnie� „bq� fpfq‡wq� ip� ~erliqrs� i„n� l†hwdpi•n� fhj� ijdoh�� fhj� f€wdev� prrev� …glw„ �
fhj� pgƒxg•� fhihwigp~i•n� wlnq…„v� x~qgsgicie�� fhj� ~hn� i€� isv� hƒegpv� wiq†hnc†egexn� fhj� e‡en� {egip‘en �
…hgd€wlnp� io�nh� w•icgo„bc� fhiqrhd~gxnqie�� s� b{� ~ge~ed~s� •hldhwis� i„ � enio� fhj� uhworofs�� ~hnih…€•qn �
qx†cdjhov� wlƒfgeield{nc� fhj� …pgowo� fhj� ~hohnowde‚v� �‰hogeld{nc� isv� ~€rq•v�D � �$�#� �?� �� �?#�#� C#%�#6!� �
�#8#��� E�7!#�"� �$� �?#� �?$�#�  ��"�� � ������ �#�� ��#�4�� $8� �?#� �6?�I���6��� $8� �?#� � ��4#�� ��� #�

00�SO<� TO87;7:8�BO9�� 7K� \9CO�<?� i=<??5=!� ���� I " � K �� J �� � �� 	#� �#�� �,$6%$6�� &/09�� �?#6 #8$��?� �
	#��#���� ��� /9�� .�#��!��� ��� /:�

0:� .�#��!��� ��� /:�



for  th e  strewing o f  th e  s t r e e t s  w ith  s i lk  c a r p e ts .  T h e se  προεξάρχοντες s e e m  to  
h a v e  b e e n  th e  h e a d s  o f  th e  g u ild s .

The second procession, to  the  church of the H oly Apostles, w ent th rough  
thé Mese, the great street of C onstantinople along which were located the  
m ajo rity  of the  shops and  where the  craftsm en and m erchants practiced  the ir 
trades.67 Cedrenus says th a t  the  procession passed th rough  the  λεωφόρος to  the 
church. As is well known, λεωφόρος refers to  a boulevard, a  great street. F u r­
ther, it is a well established topographical fact th a t it  was the  Mese which led 
from the palace to  th e  church of th e  H oly Apostles.58 Cedrenus says th a t  it 
was the  in hab itan ts  of the  Mese, the  shopkeepers and craftsm en, who decorat­
ed it w ith  silver cloths, and  gold and  silver objects. A tta lia tes rem arks th a t 
the whole �/��� , “ . . .w a s  g a r la n d e d . . .” on the  occasion. The objects d is­
p layed during b o th  processions were p roducts of craftsm en who were obliged 
by  law to  have th e ir shops on the  Mese, i.e., gold and  silver objects could be 
handled  only by  th e  ά ργνροπ ρά ται. These άργυροπράται were obliged to  have 
the ir shops on th e  Mese.59 Also, the  π έπ λ α  σηρικά και υφάσματα χρυσοϋφή were 
restric ted  to  certa in  workshops along the  Mese. A close exam ination  of the  
ornam ents th a t  adorned the  procession in  such great num ber suffices to  in ­
dicate th a t the  guilds were responsible for the  reception, for, as we have 
already seen in the  ,��-��)��������	�� , th e  guilds were responsible for decorat­
ing the  processional way. Thus, it  becomes strik ingly  obvious th a t  Michael 
was seeking to  ensure the  support of th e  shopkeepers and  craftsm en who had  
their places of business in the  v icin ity  of the  Mese and  in  th e  neighborhood of 
the palace.

As a result of the  two receptions which he h ad  received, Michael felt th a t  he 
h ad  th is  support. The n ight of the  Sunday  after E aste r he h ad  the  un fo rtu ­
na te  Zoe b rought from  her cham bers and  accused her of a ttem p tin g  to  poison 
him , after which she was exiled to  th e  isle of P rincipo where she was shorn 
and  forced to  don the  m onastic garb. The nex t day  th e  populace gradually  
learned of Zoe’s fate, and  the  p opu larity  of Michael am ongst th e  citizens was 
soon replaced b y  anger.60 As a result, Michael gave a d ram atic  account of the  
events which h ad  transp ired  to  th e  senators, and  secured the ir approval. Then 
a  �	����	��  was draw n up and  given to  the  eparch of the  c ity  who was to  read 
it to  the  people a t the  Forum  of C onstantine.61 Michael thus hoped to  quiet the 
unrest. The eparch, the  ����	�	��  A nastasius, proceeded to  th e  Forum  of Con­
stan tine  and  read  th e  le tter, the  conten ts of which are preserved in  Cedrenus.

“As Zoe has p lo tted  against m y im perial power I have exiled her, and 
her accomplice Alexius has been rem oved from  th e  church. You, m y people, 
if you persevere in  your good fa ith  in  me, shall receive g reat honors and 
benefits and  you shall live a clean and  sorrowless life.” 62

57 Stöckle, ��,� ���,�  7 1 - 7 2 .
58 R . Janin , ��,� ���,�  m ap  no. 5 .
69 `������� ��,� ���,�  24. “ Μή έχειν κελεύομεν έξουσίαν χρυσοχόον οίκοι έργάί,εσθαι χρυσόν ή άργυρον, άλλ’ 

âv τοΤς έργαστηρίοις της Μέσης.”
60 A tta lia tes, 1 3 .
61 Attaliates, 14. Cedrenus, II , 536- 537· Psellus, I, 9 8 -10 0 . Zonaras, III , 609.
62 Cedrenus, II, 537 . 20
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The silence which followed was broken by  a single voice which cried out, 
“ W e do no t w ant a blasphem er of the  cross and  a caulker as our em ­

peror, b u t the  original heir, our m other Z oe."63 
A nd im m ediately  the  crowd began to  shout,
“ Curse the  bones of C alaphates."64

This was the  usual curse em ployed by  the  rio ting  demes in the earlier period 
of B yzantine history. Then the  crowd gathered  sticks and  stones and  would 
have slain the  eparch had  no t he and  his troops fled from  the  scene. The 
pittacion in furiated  the  crowd and  set in m otion th e  rio ting  which eventually  
overthrew  M ichael.65

On th e  second day after E as te r the  whole c ity  was aroused and  certain  
officials and  the  clergy openly denounced M ichael's act. The m em bers of the  
guilds, i.e. the  tradesm en in th e  εργαστήρια, were preparing  an uprising.66 As 
Psellus rem arks, ” . . .  the  people of the  agora, a lready  let loose, were m oving 
to  replace the  ty ran n y  of the  ty ra n t ." 67 Then th ey  began to  gather, w ith  the  
in ten tion  of setting  fire to  the  palace. The gathering  was form ed in to  a  m ilitary  
form ation ,68 and  though some of th e  mob were arm ed w ith  axes, swords, bows, 
and  spears, th e  m ajo rity  were arm ed  only w ith stones.69 B u t bo th  Psellus and 
A tta lia tes im ply th a t the  group was m ore th a n  a rabble, for it followed cer­
ta in  though t out p lans.70 The jails were opened and  th e  prisoners enlisted in
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the  deposed Michael, their cry was for vengeance. Cedrenus, who preserved 
m any of the  curious details of the  revolt, included here the answer of the  crowd.

“ Kill the abom inable one, rem ove the  sinner. L et him  be im paled, 
crucified, b linded.” 78

Zoe hesita ted  to  punish Michael, b u t Theodora ordered the new eparch, 
Cam panares, to  blind Michael and  his uncle. The citizens accom panied Cam- 
panares to  Studion where they  rem oved the  two unfo rtunate  m en from  the 
sanctuary  by  violence and  the  bloody deed was perform ed a t the  Sigm a.79

Clearly, Michael had  realized the  im portance of obtain ing the  support of 
the  guilds. B u t he overestim ated the  success of his policy of bribes, and  under­
estim ated  the  great streng th  of dynastic sentim ent. H e overplayed his hand, 
and  the  guilds, speaking for the  populace—and  in  the  very words trad itio n ­
ally spoken by  the  dem es—condem ned him . Δημοκρατία had  the  last word.

In  the  reign of C onstantine IX  M onomachus, th e  sources reveal th a t the  
C onstantinopolitans continued to  be active in  the  political affairs of the  city, 
though  there  is no m ention of any  connection specifically w ith  th e  guilds. 
C onstantine had  established an  am orous liaison w ith  the  beautifu l Scleraina 
prior to  his accession to  the  throne. A fter his coronation C onstantine kep t 
Scleraina as his m istress, in spite of his m arriage to  Zoe, thereby  inducing a 
fear on th e  p a r t of the  �����  th a t  the  lives of Theodora and  Zoe were endan­
gered. I t  was th is apprehension of the  citizens which produced rio ts of such 
violence th a t  the  new E m peror was alm ost overthrow n. A ttack ing  C onstantine 
and  a considerable arm ed retinue which were on th e ir w ay to  religious ser­
vices, the  populace repud iated  Scleraina and  clam ored for their “ m o th e rs /* 
Zoe and  Theodora. H ad  not the  two women been sum m oned and  presented  to  
the  populace, C onstantine’s reign would surely have come to  an  ab ru p t end 
during the  course of the  r io t.80

In  1047 the  revolt of Leo Tornices and  his advance on C onstantinople 
occurred so unexpectedly th a t  there  were no t sufficient forces w ith in  the  walls 
for the  defense of the  c ity ; so the  E m peror was forced to  raise levies from  
the  populace which were then  posted  upon the  walls.81

78 Cedrenus, II, 540. "αϊρε τόν παλαμναϊον, ττοίησον εκ μέσου τόν άλιτήριον. άνασκολοπισθήτω, σταυρω- 
θήτω, τυφλωθήτω.”

79 Cedrenus, II, 539—54° ·  See Schlumberger, L'Épopée byzantine à la fin du dixième siècle, I I I  
(Paris, 1905)» 377» for a reproduction of the Scylitzes miniature which depicts the dragging of the 
victims across the agora.

80 Cedrenus, II, 5 55—556. “ μέλλων ό βασιλεύς εις προσκύνησιν άπελθείν των αγίων δημοσία ττροόδω κατε- 
στασιάσθη παρά του δήμου, έξελθόντος γάρ τούτου πεέή μετά πολλής δορυφορίας άπό του παλατιού καί 
ευφημίας.. .  εξαίφνης έξηχήθη φωνή άπό μέσου του πλήθους ‘ημείς την Σκλήραιναν βασίλισσαν ού θέλομεν, 
ούδέ δι* αυτήν αί μάνναι ήμών αί πορφυρογέννητοι Ζωή τε καί Θεοδώρα Θανουνται.’ καί ευθύς συνεχύθη τά  
πάντα, καί ταραχή κατέσχε τό πλήθος, καί έΐήτουν τόν βασιλέα διαχειρίσασθαι. καί εί μή τάχιον αί βασιλίδες 
προκύψασαι άνωθεν κατεστόρεσαν τό πλήθος, άπολώλεισαν άν ούκ όλίγοι, ίσως δέ καί αυτός ό βασιλεύς.”  
Ibn al-Athir, IX , 352» implies that the Muslim and Christian foreigners in Constantinople had played 
some role in the rioting. As a result, Constantine banished from Constantinople all foreigners who had 
been residents there for less than thirty years. He gives an obviously exaggerated number for those 
banished, over 100,000!

81 Cedrenus, II, 56 3-564 . W hen Tornices arrived before the walls he made overtures to the citizen 
defenders of the walls to desert Constantine. It  was on such occasions of emergency, remarks Constan­
tine Porphyrogenitus, De Caerimoniis-Bonn, I, 449, that the guildsmen were recruited for m ilitary
service on the walls.
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1057-1081

D uring the period 1057-1081 the  populace of the  cap ital figured in four 
majjor rebellions, th ree of which succeeded in dethroning m onarchs. In  fact, 
the turbulence of the people was such th a t the newly crowned sovereigns in 
m ost cases a ttem p ted  to  secure the ir good will by  the  bestow al of favors.

In  1057 th e pa tria rch  Cerularius was able to  dethrone Michael VI by  prom ot­
ing a revolution of the  Const an t inopolit ans. Michael had  realized the  danger 
which a hostile citizenry posed and consequently had  a ttem p ted  to  secure its 
good will.82 W hen the  revolt d id  break  out in the capital, th e  citizens all 
gathered a t St. Sophia and  acclaim ed Isaac Comnenus em peror.83 Am ongst 
those present were the  heads of all the  guilds,84 and  A tta lia tes  relates th a t 
groups of citizens and  soldiers then  transferred  the  seat of governm ent to  
St. Sophia. A fter Isaac ’s coronation by  the  P a tria rch , the  new E m peror 
rew arded all his followers, am ongst whom  were, of course, the  populace of 
the  cap ita l.85

W hen C onstantin  X  D ucas succeeded to  the  throne in 1059 he m ade a de ter­
m ined effort to  secure the  favor of the  people. A t his acclam ation were gathered 
all the guilds and  the  senate, and  after addressing them , he rew arded m any of 
the people and senators.86 Zonaras reports th a t  num erous senators and large 
num bers of th e  com m on people were raised  to  higher ranks.87 In  a unique pas­
sage, Psellus elucidates som ew hat the  vague sta tem en t of Zonaras.

“N ot a  single m an out of th a t  assem bly was sent aw ay w ithout some 
reward. The governm ent officials, th e ir deputies, the  m inor workers, even 
the  m anual workers, all received som ething. In  the  case of the  last nam ed, 
he actually  raised the ir social s ta tu s . U ntil th is  tim e there  had  been a 
sharp d istinction  betw een the  class of o rd inary  citizens and  the  Senate, 
b u t C onstantine d id  aw ay w ith  it. H enceforth  no d iscrim ination was m ade 
betw een workers and Senators, and  th ey  were m erged in to  one body .” 88
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�� � �� � �� � � � � ��� � � �� � � � �� � � � �� � � � � 	  ��� � � � 	 ��0� ��� �� �� / � �� �� � � �� �� / � ��. � � � � � �� � �
/ �� 	 � � �� � � � � � �� � � � � ����  � �� � � � � � �� �� �+]� � 	 �� ! � � � � � � � �� � �� � � � � � � � �� � � � � ����
� � �� � � � �� � � � � � � �� � � � �� � � . � � �� � � � �/ � �� �� � �� : � � �� � � � � �� � � � �. � �� �� �+̂ � ( � � � �����
� ��� � � � � �� � : � � � � . ��� �� �� � ���	 �� � � � � ��� �� � � � � � �� � � �� �� ��� � � � � � �� � �� � � & � � � �� ���
! ��D�	�� ������� � � � � � � / 	 ��� �� � � � � ��� ����� � � � � � � � � �� ��� �� � � � : � � ���� ��B 	 ��� � � �� �
�� : � � �� � � � � �� � �� � � 	  ���0� A	 � �� ��� �� � �� � / 	 ��� �� � � � � � � � � �� � � � �� � � . � � � � � � �� ��� ��
� � � : �� ������B	 ��� � � �� � ���� 1 � �� ���� � �  � ��� ��� �� � �� � �� � �� ��� � �0� �� � � �� ����	 � � � ��
�� � � A	 ��� � �� ��� � � ��� �� � � � � � �� � �+Y� ( � � � � � � �� � �� � ��� �� �� � chrysobull� � � : � � � � � B 	 ��� �
� ����� � � � � � � � �  � ��� ��� �� � � � � �� � �� ��� � � � � � � � � � �� � � � � �� � � � � � � �� � ��� � � � �� ��� � ��
/ �� 	 � �

( � � � � � ��. � � � ��� ? � � ��� � ��� � � 5 � @	���� �� � � � � � �� / � �� � � � � � � �� � �� � �� �� � / �� 	 � �
� � � �� � ��  �  �� � �� � � �� � �� � � � � � �� � � � � � � �� � ��� �� � �� � ��� � � � ��� � / � �� � 	 � � � � �� �� �� � ���
�� � ��� � ��� �� � � � �� � � � � � � ��0� � � � � � 	 � � � ��� ����� �� � �� � � ���	 / / �� � � / � �� � �� �� � � � ���;
� � � � � � �� � � � ��� # � � ��� � ��  �  �� � � � � � � � � �  � ��� ��� �� � � � � �� � � � � ���	 �� � � � � �� � � � � �;
� �� � / 	 ��� �� �� � ��. �� � � � � � �� ��� �� �� � : �

( � � � �� ����� � � � � ��� �  �� : � � � 	 �� � � � �� � � �� � � �� � � � � ��� � ��� <���/�� �� � *\Y+� � ���
�� �/ � �� � �� / �� � � �� � �  � � �� � � �� � � � �� � ��� �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � . �0�  	 � � �� � � �� � �  ��� � ��

89 Attaliates, 7 1.
90 A tta lia tes, 275. “π δ σα  γάρ  ή σύγκλητος, ίπτέρ μυριάδας άνδρών παραμετρούμενη . . .  ήξιουντο τιμών.'*
91 Here βάναυσοι and οί τής άγοράς refer to the members of the trades and corporations rather 

than to the rabble. This is made clear b y  Attaliates, 275—276. Here these new senators, th e  βάναυσοι�
of Psellus, are carefully distinguished from the “ . . .ά ρ γ ο ί  καί πένητες τής βασιλευούσης, ol ταϊς έπι-�
σκέττεσι τω ν λεωφόρων, απτερ έμβολοι λέγονται, περινοστουντες καί έμφωλεύοντες, καί παρασίτω ν τάξιν ή
κολάκων___ ” Βάναυσος w as m o st o ften  used to  d esign ate  th e  low er trades. T heodore S tu d ites, Patrologia
Graeca, X C I X  (Paris, 1903), 273, “ . . . τ ω ν  βαναύσων τ εχ ν ώ ν .. .δθεν ύφάνται τε καί βαφείς, σκυτοτόμοι�
τε καί σκηνοποιοί, λεπτουργοί τε καί οίκοδόμοι, κανοποιοί τε καί μαλακοργοί.. . . ” See also P. Koukoules,
op. cit., II, 2 2 1  fï., “ δς έν τοϊς άγενέσιν εργοις___ ” P sellus, I, 13 2 , in d icates th a t  C onstantine I X  had
already a ttem p ted  to  gain  th e  favor o f th e  com m oners b y  sim ilar concessions, “άμέλει τοι τάξιν έχούσης�
τής τιμής έν τω  πολιτικω δήμω, καί δρου τινός έπικειμένου άμεταθέτου τής άναβάσεως, ούτος έκείνην μέν συγχέας,�
τούτον δέ άφελών, μικρού δεϊν τόν άγοραΤον καί άγύρτην δήμον ξύμπαντα κοινωνούς τής γερουσίας πεποίηκε,�
καί τούτο ού τισιν ή πλείοσι χαρισάμενος, άλλ’ ευθύς άπό μιας φωνής άπαντας είς τάς ύπερηφάνους μετενεγκών�
άρχάς,” T he sen a te  seem s a lso to  h a v e  b een  opened to  p eop le  on  th e  basis o f in tellec tu a l accomplish­
m en t, Psellus, ed. b y  S athas, IV , 4 3 0 -4 3 1 .

92 Novellae, ed. b y  I. Zepos and P . Zepos, Jus Graecovomanum, I (Athens, 19 31) (hereafter, Novellae),�
645. “ περί του τούς συστηματικούς καί πραγματευτάς μή οίκοι όμνύειν.**

93 Novellae, 6 4 5 · “καί ol μέν οίκοι όμωμοκέναι προετείνοντο, τό είναι συγκλητικοί προβαλλόμενοι.”
94 Novellae, 6 4 5 · “ή δέ γυνή  δημοσίφ τόν δρκον αύτούς υποσχεϊν, πραγματευτάς είναι τούτους διατεινομένη.”
95 Novellae, 6 4 5 . “τούς δέ συστηματικούς καί πραγματεύεσθαι βουλομένους, μή του προνομίου τούτου �

ά π ολ α ύ ειν .. .δημοσίφ τούτους όμνύειν, καθάπερ τούς μηδενός τετυχηκότας άξιώματος.”
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��� �� � � � � � ��� �� � ���� ����� �� . � �. � � �\̀� ( � � � � � � � � ��� �� � � � � � �� ��� � � � � ��� �� � �� � � � ��� �
� ��� �� � � �� � �� �0� �� �� � � �� ��� ���� �� � � � � �� �� � � � � � � ��� � �� � �� �� � �� � � � � � ��� �0� � � � �
��� � ��� � �� � � � � �� � � � �� �� � � � � ��� �� � . � �� �� � � � ���O�� /	������ � ��� ��� �� � � ? ������
� � � � � @	���� � ��� � ��� �� � �� � �� �� � � �� � �0� �� � � ������� �� � � � � �� �� � � � �� � � � ��� � �� �� �
� � � � ��\,

( � � � � �D �� ������� ��� �� � �� � � � � ����� � �� � � ��. ���� � � ��� �� � � � � � 	 �� � � � ��� ? � � ��� � ;
��� � � �� � � ��	 ��� � 	 ��� / � �� � � �� . � ��� ��� ' �� � � � � �	 �� � � �� � �� �� � � �� � *\,b�� ( � � � � ��;
� 	 � � �� � � � � � � ���� B 	 ��� � � �� ��� �� �� � �� � � � � ��� #� � � �O�� �� . � ��0� � �� ����� � � ��� �� � �
� � � � � ��� �� �� � / � �� � � � � � � � � � ��� � � � � �� � � � ���� � � �� � �� �� � � � ��� � �� � �� �� � � � �� � � ��� �
�� � ��� ��� ! ���  � �� � � � � � � ��� � � � � � � � �� � � � �� �� � � ��� � � � � �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �� � ����
� � � � �� � � �0� �� � � � � ��� � �� � �� � � �� � � �  � ��� ��� �� � � �� � � ��0� �� � � ����/�0� �� � � � � ���
� �� � �� � � �� � � �:�0� � � � � � �� � ��� ��� � � �� � � �/���$ � �� � � ��� � � � � � � �+̀�+,�+b� ! ��� �� �� � �
� � � �� � ���� � �� � � � � ��� � � � � �� � �� � � � �� � ��� � � � � �� � � � � � �� � �� � � �� � ���� � �� �� . � �. � � �
�� � �� � � �� ����� � � � ���� � �� � � � 	 � � �� �� � ��� �� : �� � � ��� � ����� � � � �� �� � ��� � � �++� ) � �;
�� �� � � ����� � � �� � � �� � � � � �� �� � � � ��� � ������ � � � ��� ��� � �/ � . � �� � � � �� � ���� ����� � �� � � ��
� � � � � � � � �� � �� � � �� � �� ��� � �0� 	 �/ �� / � �� � � � �� � A���0� � � � � � � � �. ��� ���	 �� � � �� � A��� �
�� � � �� ����� � � � ��� �� � � � �� � � � � � ��� � �� � � � � � ��	 � ��� � � ��� � ��� � � � �� � � � � � � � � � � �� �*\\�
( � ��� � ��� �� � � �� � � � � �� � � � � ? ��	 ����	 �� � � � � 	 �� � � �� � �� � � �� . � �	 ��� � � ��� *\Y,� � ��� �
��� �	 � � � � � �� � � ����� � � �� ������ ��� �� � � � �� � � ���� � � ��� ���� �� � �� � � ��� � � � � � � � � ��� �
�� � � � � � �� � � ��� � � ��� #�� � � �� ( � � � ��  � �� � � � � � ��� � ������ �� �� � � �  ����/�� � � � � � �� � : �
�� � �/ �� � ��� ������� � �������� ##� � � � �� �� . �� 	 � �� �� 	 � � � � � � �! ��D�	��?�� ��� 	 ��� � � �
� �: � � � � ��� �� . �� � � ��� �� � � � � �� � � � 	 �� �  � � � � � ��� ! ��D�	�� �� � ��� � � � � � � � ��� � �	���  ��
� � ��� ��� �� � � � � � � � �� � � �� ����� �0� ���� � � � �� ��� �� � � ��� � � � � � �� � � � � � � / � �� � �� � �
� ��� ghiTjkQi� � � � � �� � �� �� �� � �� �D� � ��� � � � � � �� � � � ��� ���� ( � � �� ��0� � � � � �� ���� ��� �� � �
� � �: � �� � �� � � �*\*� � ������� � �� �� / � �� � � � �� � � � � . �� � � ��� ! ��D�	�0� � � � � � � � �� � � � � � � ���
� ��� �� : � � � � � � ��. � � � � � � �� � � � ������ �� �� � : � ����������� ��� �� � � � � �� � � �

� � �� � �� �� � � � � � �  � � � � �  ��� �� � � � �� � � �� � � � � � ��� �� � � �� �  � � � 	 �� � ��� �� � � �� . � ���
� � ��� � � � � � � � �� �� � �� � � / � �� � � �� � � �� �� ! �� �� � � �� � � � ��� � � �� � � �� . � ��� ��� � �� � � � �	 � �
�� � �� � � � � ��� �� � � �� . �� � � �� � � ��� � � � ����� 	 �� � � � � � �� �� � � � �� � �� �� �C� ��� ��� � ���
�� ���� � � � �� � � �� � �� � �� � � �� � �� � � � � � ��� � � � � � � � � � � � �� � � � ��� � �� � � �� 0�  	 � � ����� �� �
�� �	 �� � �� � �� � � 	 �	 � � � �� � � ��� � �� � �� � � ����� ��� � ��� ��. � �0� � �� � � � �	 ��� ( � ��� � �� � �� �  � � ��
. � �� � �� � �� ��  � � �� � � �� ��� ����� � � � � � � � � � �� �� !��� ��D � � � �� ��� �� � �� � � �� � � � 	 � �
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before his accession were cancelled, and  all the senate, now including a vast 
host of artisans (A ttaliates says thousands), was rew arded.102 The chronicle, 
in m eter, of Constantine Manasses, describes th is  scene in very in teresting  
detail :

“ H e (Botaniates) cloaked in garm ents gleam ing w ith gold, 
and  in purple raim ent of golden brocade s tudded  w ith pearls 
which gave forth  a purple and  golden brilliance

sa t high on a silver-studded th rone 
bestowing ranks on all those who cam e forw ard:
B lacksm iths, w oodcutters, diggers, m erchants, farm ers,103 
cobblers, rope-m akers, fullers, v ineyard  workers.
H e debased the  things of honor and  defiled th ings of illustrious natu re ,
by  sending down such glory to  the craftsm en (βάναυσους),
which rew ards form er em perors h ad  bestow ed
to  those achieving great deeds of glory
and  to  those who were of illustrious lineage and  blood.” 104

Finally , during the  revolution of Alexius Comnenus, B otan iates h ad  been 
forced to  supplan t the  garrison of the  walls w ith  levies of citizens. Zonaras 
sta tes th a t  the  E m peror recru ited  them  from  the  people of the  m arket place 
and  from  the  c ity  m ob.105

The events described in the  preceeding paragraphs show th a t the  in h ab itan ts  
of C onstantinople exercised considerable influence on the  course of the  in te rna l 
h isto ry  of th e  period. They were a  force to  be considered b y  bo th  th e  bu reau ­
cra ts  and  the  generals. F u rth e r, the  term inology em ployed in the  sources to  
describe these activities indicates th a t the  guilds were the  leaders in the  
political activ ities of the  C onstantinopolitans.

A tta lia tes speaks of the  δημοσίων σ υλλόγω ν, and  of the  σωματεία τής πόλεω ς106

102 Bryennius, 12 8 ; Zonaras, I II , 7 19 ; Attaliates, 275.
103 Γαιομάχος in D. Demetrakou, Μέγα Λεξικόν τής Ελληνικής Γλώσσης, II, 1537» is defined as “ ό άπό�

γής, άπό τής ξηρας μαχόμενος.”  B u t the Latin translation of the Bonn text, �:89C7?�!  seems closer to the�
meaning intended here.

104 Constantine Manasses, 285.
“ αυτός δ’έπιπορπούμενος χρυσοεστίλβους ιτέπλους�
καί βύσσινα χρυσοϋφή μαργαροφόρα φάρη,�
καί βάμματι πορφυρανθεϊ λάμποντα καί χρυσίοο,

|φ* υψηλών έκάθητο θρόνων άργυροήλων,�
κόσμων τοΐς άξιώμασι πάντας, τούς προσιόντας,�
χαλκεϊς, δρυτόμους, σκαφευτάς, εμπόρους, γαιομάχους,�
κρηπιδοπώλας, σχοινουργούς, κναφεϊς, άμπελεργάτας,�
καί χυδαίων τά τίμια, καί τα λαμπρά ρυπαίνων,�
καί τηλικαύτην εύκλειαν κατάγων είς βαναύσους,�
ήν έπαθλον έδίδοσαν οί κροπτορες οί πρώην�
άνδραγαθίας καί χειρών κατορθουσών μεγάλα,�
καί ταυτα τοΐς έξ αίματος καί γένους λαμπροσπόρου.”

105 Zonaras, III , 728. “ σύγκλυδες άνθρωποι καί πολέμων οί πλείονες άδαεΐς ή μάλλον έξ άγοραίων άθροισ-�
θέντες καί πληθύος δημότιδος.”  Άγοραίων again almost certainly refers to the craftsmen of the market�
place, as has been shown above in footnote 81. Notice that Zonaras seems to differentiate between�
άγοραίων and πληθύος δημότιδος.

106 Attaliates, 60, 70; Cedrenus, II, 641.
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6� � ����	�� �� ��: �� ��� �� � �RSTUVUUmi�*\,� ! � � � �������0� �����	�� � � � � � �� � � � �	 � � � � � ��� �
��� � � €‡ ’‡“‰” n	Q"D

› “ j jhŒh‘Q!""� –g‡k•‹˜‡Q!!"�‰”†‡g‹˜hnQ!!!� ‰“‰g…†‡Q!!6��� � � �� � � � � 	 �� � � �� � �� � � ��D ��0� ����
������ �� � �� � � /	������ ( � ��� ��� � ����� ��� � � �� � ��� 	��� �� � �� � � ��/��� ���� � � �	 � � � ��� �� � �
�� � �� � � � � � � �� . � � �� � � � � �	 ��� �0� ����0� �� � �� � � Basilica0� �� � � ��� �� ��� )��� � #0� �� � �
Book of the Prefect0� � � � � �� � � Peira.� }Šn‡’‰h‘!!;� ������� �� � �� � � � � �  � ��� ��� �� � �
������/	������ !�� � � � ��� � � � � � � . �0� €Šn‡’‰h‘�� � � ��� � ��� �� � �� ��� �� / ��� # � ���������;
���� � ������� �� � � � ��� � � � � � � � � � �� ��� � � �0�  	 � � ��� ����� 	 ��� � �� � � � ����� ��������� ������ �� �
� � � � �� � � � ��   �� �� - � � �. ��0� ��� � 	 �� � �D �� � � � � / � � � �� ��� � �� � ����� �� � � �� �� ��0� ����0�
� ���� � � � � � � � � � �� ��� � � � �� ( � ��� ��� 	 � 	 � ��� � � . �� � � �� ��� � � �� � � / � � � �� �� � � � ��D �� ���
�� � � � ����/ ��� B 	 � �� � �**̂ � � ���� ���	 � �� � ��. � � �� � �� �� � �� �� � � �� ��� �� � � ��D �� ��� ?���;
�� � ��� � � � �������� B	 � �� � � �  � . � � 6��� ]*[7� � ����� ��� �� � �� � �� �� � � �� � � � βάναυσους 
� � � � ������� � 	 �� �� � � �D� � �� � � � � �� / �  � � �� � �� / � � � � � � �� � � �� � � � �� ��	 � ��0� � � � � / ���
� �� � ��0�  �� � : � � ��� �0� � � � � � 	 ��� ��0� ��//���0� � � �� � � � ��0� ��  ����0� �� � �8� �: � ��0�
�	�����0� � �� �**Y

( �	 �0� �� � �� � � � � � ��� �� � � /	��� �� � �� � � � � � � � �� � � � �� � �� ������� � �� � � �� ����� � � � � ��� �
� . � ��� �� � � � ������� � #�**̀� ! ��� �� #�� � � � ? �� ��� 	 �� � ��� � �� � � �� � � �� �� � � �� � � � �� � �
� � � 	 ����� � � � � �� � : � � � � � ��� �� � �� �� � � � �� �� � �� � � /	������ � � � � � ? � � ��� � ��� � � @	����
� ��� ��� � � ��0� � �� �	 � � � � � � � �� � � / 	 ��� �� ��� �� � � � ��� � � � � � � � � �� � � � � � �� � � �� ! ��� ��
�� � � � � � �� ��� � � � � � � � �  � ��� ��� �� � � / 	 ��� �� � ���� � � � � � �� � � �� �� �� ( � � � /	��� �� � / � �� �
� �� � � � � � � � �� � � � �� � �� �� ��� �� � �� � � �� . � ��� � � � � � � . � ��� �� � � � ������� � ##� @	����� #� �
�� � � �������� ��� �� � � � ����� � / � �� � �� �� � � ������� ��� ! ��D�	�� ?�� ���	�0� ' �� � � � � �	 ��
� � �� � �� �� � � � � � � �� � �� � �� � � � ���� � � � �� ( � �� � ��.��� � � �� � 	 � � � ��� � ��� � � ��� �� � � �.�8

107 Cedrenus, II, 6 3 5 ; Zonaras, III , 664.
108 Psellus, II, 14 5 ; Bryennius, 123 .
109 Nicole, ��,� ���,� � 15 —16.
!!"� � �������� � V II I , 2, 10 1 , equates έταιρεϊα with σύστημα and σωματεϊον. � �������� � X I , 1, 14, equates 

έταιρεϊα with σύστημα and κολλέγιον. This word is missed b y Stöckle, ��,� ���, � Bury,  �������� � �� � 	 � �
(Cambridge, 1930), 20 7-20 8 , makes the following remark on Cedrenus, II , 635, and Zonaras, III , 
664 : “ . .  .p arty organizations or clubs, ����������, �These clubs which Zonaras has fortunately mentioned, 
had politically somewhat the same significance in the eleventh century as the ��� �� � or factions of the 
hippodrome in the sixth ; though doubtlessly they were much smaller and possessed far less influence 
than the blues and greens.”  B u ry seized upon the political significance of the ���������� � but failed 
to identify them properly.

111 � � ������ � � V II I , 2, ιο ί.  “ ού πάσιν έφεϊται ποιεϊν έταιρείας ή συστήματα, ή σωματεία.”  � � ������ � � V I, 
4 ,1 3 ·  “ πάντα τα έν Κωνσταντινουπόλει σωματεία.. .  τω έττάρχω τής πόλεως υποκείσθωσαν.”  See also � �������� �
L X , 32, 2. 3���� � � L I , 7, distinguishes between σωματεϊον and σύστημα, “ ότι σωματεϊον καί σύστημα 
διαφέρει, σωματεϊον μεν γάρ ’εστί πάσα τέχνη, ήτις διά χειρός εχει την έργασίαν, οϊον σκυτοτομική ή βαπτική. 
σύστημα δέ ή μη Ιχουσα διά χειρών την έργασίαν, οϊον οί πρανδιοπράται και οί μεταξοπράται καί ot λοιποί, 
οΐτινες αύτοί ούκ έργάΐονται.”

118 This is the term used most frequently in the ���2� �*����� 3��*��� �to signify guild. Nicole, ��,� ���,� �
IV , 5 ;  V I , 6, 10, 12 , 1 3 ;  V II , 3, 6; V II I ,  1 3 ;  I X ,  6; X I I ,  2, 6; X I I I ,  4; X I X , 4. � �������� � V III , 2, 
ιο ί; X I , I, 14; L I V , 6, 16; V I, 4, 1 3 ;  V II , 8, 10. 0�� � ����� �� ���a� �+�� � I, 13 , 498.

113 Psellus, I, 148. “ . .  .των επί τής αγοράς έργαστηρίων, έφ’ ών ot βάναυσοι των τεχνών καί έμπύριοι 
τήν ξυντέλειαν Ιχουσι.”  A  great number of these έργαστήρια were located on the Mese. Psellus, I, 96, 
speaks of the βαναύσων τεχνών.

114 Psellus, I, 96, 148. According to the distinction made between the σωματεϊον and σύστημα in the 
3����� � the βάναυσοι would have belonged to the σωματεία. However, it is highly doubtful whether 
such a distinction is observed in the terminology of our chroniclers.

115 See ������ � note 104.
118 The heads of the guilds are designated variously; προστάται, προστατεύοντες, προεστώτες, πρωτο- 

στάται, πριμικήριοι, Ιξαρχοι, Stöckle, ��,� ���,� � 78. Attaliates, 12 , seems to refer to them as ot τής άγοράς 
ττροεξάρχοντες, and Cedrenus, II, 641, is possibly referring to them when he speaks of φροντισταί; 
Attaliates, 60. These Ιξαρχοι had considerable jurisdiction within the guild.
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� �� ��� ���� ��  � � � � � � � � � � 	  �� � � � � � �� � � � ������ �� � ���� � � ��. � � � � ����� � ��� � � 	 ��� / �
�� � � � �� . � � �� � � � � �	 ��0� � � � � � � � � � �� � �� � � � ��. ��� � � ��� � � � �� �� � � �� � �� � � /	�����

� ��/��� �� � 	 / � � �� � � �.�� �� ��� ��� �� �� � � � ��� � � ��0� ���� � � � � �� �� 	 �� �� � � � � � � � ;
�� ������ ( � � � /	��� �� ��� � �� . � � ��8� � � �	 �� � ? � � � �� � ��� � � �� � �D������� � ��� �� ��� �� � �
� � ����� � �� �	 � � ��� � �� ��� �� � � ���� � �� ��� � � � � ����	 �� �� � ��� � ��� � � � � � ����� � �� �	 � � ��� � � �
��� � � � � �� � � � � � �� � � � � ���� �� .�� ����� ��� � � ����� � �� �D������� � � ��� �� � � ��� � ���� ! �� �� � �
��� �� ��� � � �� � �� � �� � � � �� � � 	��� ���� / � ���� � � � � 	 �� � ��� � / � �� � � / �� � �� � ����� ��� �� � �
� ��� ������ � �� ��� � � �� ������ �� ����� � �� 	 ��� � ������ � ���� ���� !���D ����� � ��� � �� �� . � � ��8�
� � � �	 � � � � �� . �� � �� �� /�� ����� ? ��� � � �� � � ? ���	� �� 	 �� �	 �� ��� � �� � � � �� � � 	 �� � ���� �
�� �  �� � � � ���: �� / � � � � ���� � ��� � � ��� �� � � � � � � �� � � �� � � � � � � �� � � ? � � � �� � ��� � � � ���� � �
/	��� �� ��� �� � � � �� . � � �� � � � � �	 � � � � ���� � � / �/ �� � �� � � � ����� � �� ��� ����� � �� �� � ��� � � � ���
� � � � � . � ��� ? ���	� �� 	 �� �D� � ��� � � ��� �� � �� P � �� � �� � � � � � � � � 	 � � � . � � �D��� � � �
�D�� �� � ����� ��� � �������������� � �� ���0� ���� � � � �� � �� �� / �� � � ������ ��� � 	 ��:�� � ��� / ��C�
 	 �� � � . � � ������ ��� �. � �� � ����� � � � � �. � �� � � � �� � �� � ���� �� � � /	����0� ��� � � � � � � � � � ;
� . ��� �� � � �� �� / � ��� � �� ��� �0� � � 	 � �� ���� �� � �� � ��� � � �4 **,� � ��� � �� � � �	 � � �� ���� � � ���
�� � � � � ����� � �� ����� ��� �� � � ��� ��� �� � �� � � � � . � � �� � � � � � � �/ � �� � � � � �	 ��� �0� �� � � � � ����� � ��
����� ��� �� � � ? � � ��� � ��� � � � ���� � � � � � ��� �� �  � � � � � � � � � � � � �� � � � ��� � �� � � � � �� � �� ;
��� � ��� ( � � � ��	����� ��� �� � � � �� �� � � � � � �� � �� � � � � �	 ��� � � �� � �� � �� � � � � � � �� � � � �  � � ����
� �� � � � � � � ��/� ������ �� ����� �� � �� � � / � � ����� ����� ��� �� � � � � � ��� �0� �� � 	 / � � �� � � � ��� � � ��
� � � � . � �� � � 	 � � � ��� �� � �� � �� � � � ����� � �� ������ � 	 �� ��� �� � � � � ��	����� � �� � �� ��� � � �� �� �
�� �� � �� �� � � �0� �� � � ��	 ����� ��� �� � � � �� . � � �� � � � � �	 � � � �� �. �� � � � � � 	  �� � � � ��� � . � ���
( � � � � � � � � �� � � � � ��� �� � � /	��� �� ��� �	 �� � �� � � � �� � �� � �� � � � ��� �� � �� � � �� �� � � � �� � ��;
�� � � � ��� � �� . � � ��8� � � �	 �� � � � � � � ��	 � � ��� �� �  �� �D� �� �� � � � � � �� � � �� �  � � �� � �� �
������ ��� � ��� � / �� � � � � � � �/ � � �� � ��� �0�  	 � � �����  � � �� � � �� � � � � � �.������  � �� � � �0�
� � � � � � � � ����� � � ��0� �� � � ��.��� � � � � � ����� � � � �� � ��� � ��� ( � � � /	��� �� 6����/� � ��� � �� � �
� � 	 ���7� � ���0� �� � �� �� ��0� � ��� � � �� � � � �����.�� ������ �� � �� �� � ���	 / / ���

( � � � �� ��/�� ��� ��� �� � � /	 ��� �� ��� � � ����� � �� �� � �� �� � �� � �� � � ����� ��� �� � � � � � ��� �� ���
� � 	  �� � ��/������� ��� 1 ��� �0� ��� � � � ��� � � � � � � . �0� ��� �� � � ������ ������ ��� � � � � 	 � ��0�
�� � � � � �0� ���� �� � � �	 ��������� �� � �� � � ��� ���� � �����0� �� � �� � � � � ��� � � � �� � . � ��
� � � �� �� � / �� ������0� ��� ���� �� � � � � � A	 � �� ��� � � � � ��� �� � �� �� ��� � � � �� � �D���� � �  � �� � � � �
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IV

ST. ÏOANNICIUS THE GREAT (754-84(>) 
AND THE «SLAYS» OF BITHYNIA

There seems to be some reason to suggest, though the 
evidence is not complete, that St. Ioannicius was possibly a 
descendent of the Bulgars transplanted in Bithynia during 
the seventh century by the Byzantines. In the early part of 
the V ita  written by his contemporary and associate, Sabas, 
occurs an interview between Ioannicius and the emperor 
Constantine VL The occasion is a remarkable feat of arms 
which Ioannicius accomplished in a severe battle with the 
Bulgarians.

"Οθεν δη τότε θαυμάσας ό βασιλεύς τό άνδρεϊον τον στρα­
τιώτου  * ώ πα ϊ καλέ , φησί, ποιας χώρας και στρατίας εϊ σν , 
και τ ι σου υπάρχει, λ έγε ι , τ ο  όνομα ; 'Ο δε είρηκώς ώς χώρας 
μέν εστι Βιθννών επαρχίας , κώμης δε των Μαρνκάτου και γ έ ­
νους των Βοϊλάδων, την τε κλήσιν πέλει Ίω αννίκιος, καί την 
στρατείαν εξσκουβίτωρ  (^ ,

The family name, given here in the plural, Βοϊλάδων 
(Βοϊλάς in the singular), is the main reason for suggesting that 
perhaps St. Ioannicius might have been a descendent of the 
Bithynian "Slavs’. The name is a Bulgarian word used to 
denote a noble or high dignitary. It appears with this mean­
ing in the Orhon inscriptions of Mongolia and also in the 
early Bulgarian inscriptions in the Balkans in the ninth

(1 ) V ita  lo a n n ic i i , A c ta  S a n c to ru m  N o v e m b r is  I I  (B r u x e ll is ,  1 8 9 4 ) ,  
p p . 3 3 7 -3 8 . S u m m a r ie s  o f  th e  l if e  are a lso  t o  b e  fo u n d  in  P . � � � � � � �  

� � � � � �� U n  m o in e  grec a u  n e u v iè m e  s iè c le , S . J o a n n ic e  L e  G r a n d , in  
É tu d e s  r e l ig ie u se s , p h ilo s o p h iq u e s , h is to r iq u e s  e t  l i t t é r a ir e s , L  (1 8 9 0 ) ,  
4 0 7 -3 4 . C. � � � � � � � �� V iz a n t i j s k i ja  ï i t i j a  s v ja ty h  V I I - I X  v e k o v , in  
V iz a n t.  V r e m .9 X V I I I  (1 9 1 1 ) , 7 2 -9 2 .



century (x). The word is used by Theophanes and Constan­
tine Porphyrogenitus when they speak of certain Bulgarian�
nobles. Thus Theophanes speaks of the U[ZWRKgJ� (nobles)�
who accompanied their king to an audience with Constan­
tine V in 748 (2). The family name Boilas, which became�
prominent in Byzantium, is most probably related to this�
Bulgarian word signifying a high dignitary or noble, and�
which seems even to have been used as a proper name.�
Ioannicius is the earliest person to appear bearing this name�
in the Byzantine sources (3).

The saint came from the village of Marykatos in Bithynia�
+fVHJJ]J� I^OYcbOT3� located on the north shore of Lake Apol­
lonias near the town of Miletopolis(4). In 773, at the age of�
nineteen, he was enrolled in the eighteenth 8�����  of the�
imperial �D��8	�����  and remained in the army until some

(1 )  T h is  fa c t  is  n o te d  b y  th e  e d ito r  o f  th e  � � � � � ) � ,�  p . 3 3 9  ; « G en u s �

B o ila d u m  a p u d  B u lg a r o s  d é s ig n â t  d u c e s  e t  o p t im a te s  ». A n d  h e  fu r th e r �

c o m m e n ts  ; « A t  q u o m o d o  S . Io a n n ic io , h u m ili  lo c o  n a to ,  h a e c  a p p e l- �

la t io  c o n v e n ia t  n o n  l iq u e t .  F o r sa n  fa m ilia m  q u a n d a m  d e s ig n a r e �

v o lu e r i t  S a b a s  ». O n  th is  w o r d  se e  G. Moravcsik , � 	 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

I I 2 (1 9 5 8 ) , 9 3 -4  ; W. R adloff, 0 �� � � � � �W � 2 �� � � � � � ) � � � � � �* � � � � � � � �

V � � + � �� �  (S t .  P e te r s b u r g , 1 8 9 4 ), p . 1 4 0  ; F . Miklosich, ! � ' � � � � �

3 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � aU � � � � � a ! � � � � � �  (V ie n n a , 1 8 6 2 ) , 5 0  ; W . T h om sen , � � � f

�W �2 �� � � � � ) � � � � � �* � � � � � � � � � � � � V � � + � �� �  in  i � � � � � � � � * � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

V � �+ � � � j � � � � � � � � � U � � � � � � � � � * � , L X X V I I I  (1 9 2 4 ) , 1 7 1 . S e e  a lso  t h e �

lo n g  b o o k  r e v ie w  o f P apadem etriou , in  � � � � � � , � � � � � ,�  V  (1 8 9 8 ) , 7 1 7 ,�
w h o  n o te d  i t s  n o n -G r e e k  o r ig in . [V o ir  a u s s i  B eSe v liev -G régoire ,�
! � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � $ � �+ � � � � , d a n s  � 	 � � � � � � � , X X V I I I  (1 9 5 8 ) , �
p p . 3 0 7  sq . N .d . l .R . ] .

(2) T heo phanes, � � � � � � + � � � � � � , ed . C. de  B oor, I (L e ip z ig ,  1 8 8 3 ), �
4 3 6 , 4 4 7 . Constantine P orphyrogenitus, 0 � � � � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � �

� 	 � � � � � � � � �  ed . J . R e isk e  a n d  I. B ek k er  (B o n n , 1 8 2 9 ) , 6 8 1 , m e n ­
t io n s  th e  s ix  g r e a t  @DC8%;kl a t  t h e  B u lg a r ia n  c o u r t , a n d  t h e  k49  a n d �

km9� @DC8%;kl b e lo w  th e m . In 0 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � ) � � � � � � , ed . G . Mo­
ravcsik  (B u d a p e s t ,  1 9 4 9 ) , p . 1 5 4 , h e  m e n t io n s  th e  t w e lv e  g r e a t �

@DnC%P9 <, T h e r e  are  v a r io u s  sp e ll in g s  o f  t h e  n a m e  ; B ;nC7 l, B DKC7 l,�
B ;AC7l  ; Mohavcsik , � 	 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �  I I 2, 9 4 .

(3 ) F o r  la te r  m e m b e r s  o f  th e  B o i la s  fa m ily ,  or  a t  le a s t  b e a r er s  o f �

t h i s  n a m e , se e  S . V ry o n is , � � � � I � � � � � * � � � 3 � � � � � � � � � � V � + � � � � �� � � � � � f

� � � � � � � � � � � � � o= p G h ]�  in  0 � � $ � � � � � � 1 �2 � � 3 � � � � � �  X I  (1 9 5 7 ) , 2 7 3 .
(4 ) � � � � � ) � , �  p . 3 3 5 . S ee  th e  m a p  in  4#� R amsay, � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

U � �+ � � � � 	 � � * � � � � � � V � � � �  (L o n d o n , 1 8 9 0 ) , o p p o s ite  p . 17 8 .
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the assimilation in this particular instance would seem to 
have been comparatively rapid and complete (l). The two 
elements operating for this assimilation, as they appear in 
the V ita , were the army and the church (2).

I V
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(1 ) T h a t  su c h  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  c a se  is  t h e  o p in io n  o f  F a th e r  
0 � � � � � � � � L e s  S la v e s , B y za n c e  e t R o m e  a u  I X e s iè c le  (P a r is ,  1 9 2 6 ) ,  
p . 1 0 2 . « E n  ce  q u i c o n c e r n e  le s  S la v e s  d 'A s ie  M in eu re , i ls  fu r e n t  e u x  
a u ss i  t o u c h é s  p a r  la  p r o p a g a n d e  b y z a n t in e .  L à , le s  c ir c o n s ta n c e s  
é ta ie n t  fa v o r a b le  à u n e  a c t io n  r a p id e . L e  m ilie u  é ta it  c o m p lè te m e n t  
c h r é t ie n . L e s  p a ïe n s  n e  p o u v a ie n t  p lu s  c o m p te r  su r  leu rs  c o m p a tr io te s ,  
d o n t  ils  é t a ie n t  sé p a r é s , e t  i ls  s u b is s a ie n t  d 'a u ta n t  p lu s  fa c ile m e n t  
l ' in f lu e n c e  b y z a n t in e  ».

(2 ) T h e  sa m e  c o m b in a t io n  o f  a r m y  a n d  c h u r c h  a p p e a r s  in  t h e  l if e  
o f  S t . P a u l  th e  Y o u n g e r , w h o  w a s  r e la te d  to  S t . lo a n n ic iu s  th r o u g h  
h is  m o th e r  a n d  w h o se  fa th e r  w a s  a n  o f f ic e r  in  t h e  f le e t .  A n a le c ta  
B o l la n d ia n a , X I  (1 8 9 2 ) , 2 0 -1 . O f h is  m o th e r , t h e  V ita  P a .  s a y s  ; 
« κ α το ικ εί δε εν τ ιν ι χω ρίω  ο τον Π έτ ρ ο ν  μ εν  λ έ γ ε τ α ι , προσεχές δέ εστι 
τοίς Μ αρνκάτον- κατονομαζομένοις , δθεν ό θείος εν μονα χοις , Ίω αννίκ ιος, 
ώ ρμητο , επει και λόγος  δ ιαπεφοίτηκεν ον μακράν είναι γένονς αντήν  
Ίω α ννικ ίω .
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T H E  W IL L  O F A PR O V IN C IA L  M A G N A TE, E U ST A T H IU S  
B O IL  AS (1059) 0

I

BYZANTINE docum ents dealing  
w ith  individual landow ners beg in  
to appear in appreciable num bers only  

in the eleventh  century. T he novels of 
the tenth century and the 3����  in  the  
eleventh  still treat the landow ners as a 
class, referring to individuals only rarely. 
T he appearance of personal records in  
the latter half of the eleventh  century  
presents the historian w ith  a m ore d e­
tailed  picture of this social class. A  series 
of chrysobulls issued  b y  M ichael VII 
D ucas, N icephorus III Botaniates, and  
Alexius Com nenus enum erate the vari­
ous holdings of L eo C ephalas and An- 
dronicus D ucas. T he chroniclers and h is­
torians relate the extent o f  the posses­
sions held  by C onstantine L eichudes and  
N icephoritzes, w h ile  the letters of 
M ichael Psellus g ive  an am ple list of the  
philosopher's holdings. T he � �� �� ' ��  of 
M ichael A ttaliates’ poorhouse in C on­
stantinople and R haidestus, along w ith  
the � 	 � � � � �  of G regory Pacurianus’ 
m onastery at Backovo, com plete the p ic ­
ture o f these eleventh-century m agnates.

To these docum ents one m ay add yet  
another, the w ill of the � � � �� � � � �� � � �� �  
Eustathius Boilas from  the year 1059. 
This w ill, w h ich  is alm ost unique for the  
eleventh  century, g ives a detailed  ac­
count of the estate of a large landow ner  
in the eastern provinces.1 It is to be found

* I should like to express m y appreciation  
for the suggestions w hich the faculty and  
fellow s o f Dum barton Oaks, especially Pro­
fessor G lanville D ow n ey  and Dr. Cyril M ango, 
offered in the translating of certain technical 
terms and obscure passages. I should also like 
to thank Mr. Marvin C. Ross, w ho was very  
helpful in this respect, and Mr. George Soulis 
o f the Dumbarton Oaks staff, w ho first called  
m y attention to the w ill of Eustathius Boilas.

1 See also the w ills o f Symbatius Pacurianus 
and his w ife  Gale Basilacaina, w hich date from

in  an eleventh-century m anuscript of the  
B ibliothèque N ationale, ms. C oislin 263, 
fols. 159-165v. w here it fo llow s the  � �� ��f
� � ��! � � � � �  o f John Clim acus. T he m anu­
script, w h ich  also includes an abridged  
life  o f John Clim acus b y  D an ie l of 
Raithou, a letter o f D an ie l to John, and  
a letter containing John s answer to  
D aniel, was w ritten in 1059 by the m onk  
T heodulus at the request of Boilas.2 H. 
O m ont first m ade the contents of the  
docum ent know n in 1890, and prom ised  
a m ore detailed  report on the w ill in a 
future com m unication. 3 H ow ever, it was 
V. B eneshevich w ho published  the text 
in  the &���� ��� � *� �� � � V �� �� �� 	 � �*� 3 �$���  
� � � � � ��� �  in  1907, and an incom plete  
com m entary w as published  by P. B ezo­
brazov in 1 9 1 1 .4 T he w ill includes

the late eleventh century; Ioacheim  Iberitou, 
“ Έ κ  5 D O � % 6 v k KD O � 5 A l � ( � 'Αγίω  wOpeı � � � { � � X D < F l  

5 9 < � y @ F 6 9 < � � @ O m 7 < 5 8< 7 K � P K7 E F : 7 8_ �\| 6 E D P D m K 7 �

V  (1 9 3 0 ) , 613-8 , and VI (1 9 3 1 ) ,  364-71 . 
D ölger has published an isocodicon of the  
properties m entioned in these wills; Aus den 
Schatzkammern des heiligen Berges (M unich, 
1 9 4 8 ), 180-4 . In his commentary D ölger has 
confused Symbatius Pacurianus w ith  Gregory 
Pacurianus, the founder of the monastery at 
Backovo. It seems h igh ly probable that Greg­
ory Pacurianus had married the daughter of 
Nicephorus Comnenus, w hereas Symbatius had  
married the daughter o f the curopalates 
Basilacius.

2 R. D evreesse, Catalogue des manuscrits 
grecs, II, L e  Fonds Coislin (Paris, 1945), 2 41 -2 .

3 Scéance du G Février, Bulletin de la 
société nationale des antiquaires de France 
(1 8 9 0 ) , 100-1 .

}  V. B eneshevich, “Zavieschanîe vizantiïskago 
boiarïna XI jvieka,” Zhurnal mïnïsterstva narod- 
nago prosvieshchenia^ (M ay, 1 9 0 7 ), 219-31 . 
P. Bezobrazov, “Zavieshchanîe V oily,” Vizan- 
tïiskïi Vremennik, XVIII (1 9 1 1 ) , 107-15 . The  
commentary of Bezobrazov is largely concerned  
w ith  the icons and books, and does not iden­
tify  the individuals w ho appear in the will, 
nor does it locate the estates of Boilas. The  
important chronological notice inserted betw een
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upatharius of the chrysotriclin ium  and�
hypa tu s , draw up the present written �
und signed secret will; and I do this w ith �
w illing m ind and by sim ple wish, nor do�
I do it from som e necessity or force or�
mockery or deceit or w ickedness or ig ­
norance or enticem ent or pretension; but�
rather, w ith  every w illingness and w ith �
sincere purpose of life  and m ind, acting �
properly, being in good health  and of�
sound m ind, and in  fu ll possession of all�
m y senses.

"I w as from  the beginn ing and �
through m y ancestors of a free estate �
and sound nature, and in  all w ays O rtho­
dox according to the precept and rule �
of the seven holy oecum enical councils. I�
have not up to this day fa llen  into public �
debt so as to b e  under any obligation,�
but have led  a free and unencum bered �
life  up to the present, (having benefited)�
only from  m erciful Providence, from the �
divine hand of the emperor, and (having �
received) from m y previously-m entioned �
lord and master, the late  dux  countless�
goods and benefits, and all those w hich �
the m ost illustrious m agistrus  the lord �
Basil, his son and successor, d isp la y ed .9�
After I married, m y law fu l w ife  Anna, of�
blessed  m em ory, (and) I le ft m y hom e �
and settled  in this land; (and I brought)�
w ith  (me) w hatever m oney and property �
rem ained to m e and w h at I have now �
am assed b y  fair m eans, and the tw o �
daughters and son w h o had been  vouch­
safed  m e .10 T he son lived  only  through

e μ ε τ '  α ύ τ ό ν  ό σ α  έ ν δ ε ίξ η τ α ι  κ α ί  ε ί σ π ρ ά ξ η τ α ι .�

. . . T he verb ε ίσ π ρ ά ξ η τ α ι  does not fit the sense�
of the sentence at all.

10 ά π ο ικ ο ς  y à p  μ ε τ ά  r b  σ υ ν ο ικ ή σ α ι  μ ε  τ ή ν  ν ό μ ι ­

μ ό ν  μ ο υ  y α μ ε τ ή ν  r j j  è v  b a lq . τ η  μ ν ή μ η  " Α ν ν η �

μ ε τ α ν α σ τ ά ς  τ η ς  π α τ ρ ίδ ο ς  κ α ί  ε ίς  { τ ή ν )  ν υ ν  π α ρ ο ι - �

κ ο ε π ιδ η μ ή σ α ς  χ ώ ρ α ν  μ ε θ '  ό σ ω ν  π α ρ ε φ υ Χ ά χ θ  η σ ά ν �

μ ο ι  χ ρ η μ ά τ ω ν  κ α ί  ό σ ο ν  ν υ ν  εξ  à y a O o v  π ό ρ ο υ  σ υ ν ε ­

σ τ η σ ά μ η ν ,  κ α ί  ά π ε ρ  μ ο ι  έ χ α ρ ίσ θ η σ α ν  τ έ κ ν α  6 v y à - �

τ ρ ια  δύο  κ α ί & ρρεν έ ν · T he scribe's grammar�
seems quite awkward. T he general m eaning �
of the passage is that Boilas left his original�
hom e after his marriage to Anna, and that he �
brought w ith him  w hatever m oney he still had �
(along w ith that w hich he was able to raise)�
and his son and tw o daughters. But the word�
'όσον in the clause . . . κ α ί  ό σ ο ν  ν υ ν  εξ  àya O o C

the third year of his life , and died  in�
the sixth year of the indiction. In the�
beginning of the ninth year of the indic­
tion his mother, m y w ife , shorn and in �

the m onastic garb, fo llow ed  her son by �
the providence of God, leaving m e w ith �
m y tw o daughters for the rem ainder of�
m y life. And I have w atched  over them �
up to the present tw elfth  year of the �
indiction, accordingly as the unknown �
w ill o f  God provided. A nd in these cir­
cum stances the recollection of death �
continuously spurring m e, and having the�
untim ely and unexpected  before m y �
eyes, I desired to arrange m y affairs.�
I w as concerned first w ith  cares of�
loftier and better things, that is of God,�
and of the soul, w h ich  bear resem blance �
to the archetype by div ine inspiration,�
and w hich one is w on t to call the church �
and the tem ple of G od and of the m other�
of God; (this, so) that the body should �
turn aw ay from the excitem ents of p leas­
ure. 11 W hen I first arrived and settled �
here I received this land, and it was foul�
and unm anageable. It w as inhabited by �
snakes, scorpions, and w ild  beasts, so�
that the Armenians w ho dw elled  opposite �
here w ere not able to have even  a little �
rest. If they  (the Armenians) w ere

π ό ρ ο υ  σ υ ν ε σ τ η σ ά μ η ν ,  has been incorrectly tran­
scribed by B eneshevich, loc. cit.,� 223. In the �
m anuscript it reads ω σ ο ν , obviously a m isspell­
ing  for ό σ ω ν . The latter form seem s to be cor­
rect, for the word is governed by μ ε θ ’ and agrees�
w ith  χ ρ η μ ά τ ω ν .  Thus the text should read�
. . . μ ε θ ' ό σ ω ν  π α ρ ε φ υ Χ ά χ θ η σ ά ν  μ ο ι  χ ρ η μ ά τ ω ν �

κ α ί  ό σ ω ν  ν υ ν  ε ξ  à y a O o ô  π ό ρ ο υ  σ υ ν ε σ τ η σ ά μ η ν .  But�
the word ν υ ν  presents a further difficulty, for�
it does not fit into the general m eaning of the�
sentence, i.e., that Boilas brought w ith him �
w hatever m oney was left to him and w hatever�
he was able to raise. It is not absolutely clear�
w hether the children w ere b om  before or after�
Boilas set out for his new  hom e, but the in­
ference is that they w ere grouped together w ith �
the m oney as items w hich he brought w ith him �
to the new  land.

11 κ α ί  π ρ ώ τ ο ν  μ ε ν  ε ίς  ύ ψ η Χ ο τ έ ρ α ς  κ α ί  κ ρ ε ίτ τ ο ν α s�
φ ρ ο ν τ ίδ α ς  ή μ η ν ,  ΐ ν '  ό θεός  μ ν η μ ο ν ε ύ ε τ α ι  κ α ί  ψ υ χ ή �

7τρός τ ό  ά ρ χ έ τ υ π ο ν  κ α ί θ ε ίω  φ υ σ ή μ α τ ι  τ ά ς  ε μ φ ά σ ε ις �

ε μ φ έ ρ ο υ σ α , σ ώ μ α  δε τ ή ς  ή δ ο ν ή ς  ε κ τ ρ έ π ε τ α ι  τ α  κ ιν ή ­

μ α τ α ·  ή ν  έ κ κ Χ η σ ία ν  κ α ι  ν α ό ν  θ εο ΰ  κ α ί  τ ή ς  θ ε ο μ ή τ ο ρ ο ς �

ο ίδ ε ν  ô X ô y os· ε κ τ ρ έ φ ε τ α ι  has been em ended to�
ε κ τ ρ έ π ε τ α ι .



V
2 6 6 THE WILL OF EUSTATHIUS BOILAS
constrained by the fact that the land  
w as inaccessib le to m ost m en and un­
known, I reduced it to ashes, w ith  fire 
and a x e ,lla as the Psalm sayeth. A nd  
in this p lace I built m y house and the  
holy  tem ple from the foundations, and  
(I created) m eadow s, parks, vineyards, 
gardens, aqueducts, sm all farms, w ater  
mills, and (I brought) animals for use, 
both necessary and useful. In like m an­
ner m y property of Bouzina, w h ich  hap­
pens to be a com plete � � � � � �� � � 12 I 
cultivated from its poor state; and also 
the v illage of Isaion w hich  w as deserted  
and poor, except for the � � � �� �� �  of 
T z a le m a .12a Similarly the v illage of 
O uzike, and Chouspacrati, and the v il­
lage of Copteriou, and the v illage of 
O phidobouni, and Cousneria, w h ich  w ere  
for a long tim e uninhabited and deserted, 
I contrived to im prove through great ex­
penditure of m oney. And the v illage of 
O uzike I have given to those w hom  I 
have nam ed as heirs, giv ing in addition  
the original b ill of sale. T he v illage of 
C opteriou and Chouspacrati I have  
given to the orphan brothers Christo­
pher and G eorge and to their cousin, as 
they are poor and orphans. T he use of the  
village of O phidobouni and Cousneria  
along w ith  C alm ouche, having been  re­
quested  b y  the b lessed  � � ' �  m y lord, I 
gave them  to him  through a paper of as­
surance. I have given the � � � � � �� �� �  of 
Barta, as I received it and w ithou t im ­
proving it, to the m ost illustrious � �+��a  
�� � � � T 	 �  Basil, be ing  forced to sell; but 
I received  no paym ent. Similarly, though  
hold ing w ritten ev id en ce of other debts 
incurred by the m ost illustrious � �+ ��a  
��� ��  and the b lessed  � � '  and � � � � �� � �  m y  
lords, am ounting to tw enty-five pounds, 
I have received  none of this. L et the all- 
seein g  providence of God judge these

lla Psalms 7 4 :5 -7 .
12 X D < KP 8D < seem s to designate a piece of land  

w hich differs from a v 9 6 KD < or a N 6 D % 4 5 7 D < , The 
word is also used to signify a sm all monastery.

12a On the place names, see the commentary  
that follows the translation.

things as it is w ont to do. For G od the  
know er of hearts is w itness that up to the  
present I have not consciously b een  
treacherous or deceitfu l against him  or 
his children, m y � � �� � � �� � � � �� �Ž  or ap­
peared w icked  or contrived or w ritten  
anything slanderous, but rather I have  
striven w ithout deceit or artifice on their 
behalf up to the point of m y death. A nd  
I have accom plished great and unex­
p ected  things by the grace of our all- 
pow erfu l God, b y  the active operation  
of the invincib le  cross, and by the succor  
of m y Theotocos, although I have b een  
slandered by them  and through them  in  
m any harsh and terrible respects, even  
having m y life  p lotted  against. B ut as I 
expected  recom pense from the unerring  
E ye, I d id  not lose m y head over this.

“O f the rem aining four properties and  
� � � � � �� �� �  I have given T antzoute, that 
is Salem , w ith  its hills as it delim its m y  
lands, the w atered from the un w atered,13 
in  dow ry to m y first born and legitim ate  
daughter Irene, and to her husband; that 
is, the w h ole of the rent of this � � � � � �� �� �  
o f eigh ty  � � � ��� � ��  and the �� � �a  
� �� � ,14 w ithout the four � � � + � � � � � � =G  
w hich have been  granted as the inherit­
ance of m y freedm en, and w h ich  they in  
fact possess. A nd she shall have the pos­
session of the eighty  � � � �� � � �� , and the  
pasturage, and the ow nership of all the  
land, so that this sam e, m y daughter, 
shall have b y  w ay of her paternal in ­
heritance and dow ry thirty pounds. In  
addition to all this, she has already taken

13. . . ‚ N % P 6 D O � : 7 K� % < ‚ P 6 D O ,� ‚ N % P 6 D O should  
probably read ‚ L ‚ P 6 D O ,

14 This was the sum of m oney paid for the  
pasturage o f livestock in the fields. See F. D öl-  
ger, Beiträge zur Geschichte der byzantinischen 
Finanzverwaltung besonders des =p und == 
Jahrhunderts (L eip zig  and Berlin, 1 9 2 7 ), 5 3 -  
4; Also D ölger, Aus den Schatzkammern des 
heiligen Berges (M unich, 1 9 4 8 ), 158-9 , 171.

15 Zeugotopion for tax purposes was the 
amount of land w hich a farmer could plow  
w ith  a pair of oxen. See D . Xanalatos, Beiträge 
zur Wirtschafts- und Sozialgeschichte Make­
doniens im Mittelalter, hauptsächlich auf Grund 
der Briefe des Erzbischofs Theophylaktos von 
Achrida (M unich, 1 9 3 7 ), 40.
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1 : ; THE WILL OF EUSTATHIUS BOILAS
other four w h ite ,23 and a purple one �
w h ich  N icholas hid; altogether seven �
robes w ith  the stola and belts; tw o �
om ophoria; 24 four large tow els of pure �
silk; a purple caftan cloth having crosses�
w ith  letters; 25 another cloth of silk and �
gold  brocade, (and) vio let and w h ite �
(in color).26 Other silver-gilt vessels:�
a silver candlestick and reliquaries full�
of ho ly  relics. E ight gilt icons; that is,�
one of the Crucifixion on a dip tych ,27 St.�
G eorge sco u ta ren ,28 one of St. Theodore �
w ith  St. G eorge, a sm all one of the Theo-�
tocos, one of St. Basil, tw o large ones�
of the T heotocos, and one of the Cruci­
fixion scoutaren; altogether eight.�
T w elve  other icons of c o p p er .29 Thirty �
assorted icons painted in g o ld ,30 w ith

19�>?#� � ��I#P��  �� !����$6�� ��#� �$�#�?��  
#��$6#$!��?#�#�

1��>?#� omophorion� ���� �� �$67� ������ $8�  �$�?  
�$�6� $E#�� �?#� �?$!�%#��� I"� I��?$���� 	##� = �  
C�I�$��� Dictionnaire d'archéologie chrétienne 
et de liturgie,� L ���� 2� � 1936 ��� 2089<90 �

10�.$���I�"����?� �?#�%#E� #�— �|

28 έ τ ε ρ ο ν  χ ά σ δ ιο ν  Ι α σ τ ό ν  κ α ι φ ο υ φ ο ύ δ η ν  κ α ί �

rqlf€••�� >?#� �$�%� φ ο υ φ ο ύ δ ω ν  ��$I�I�"� �#8#��� �$  
 �$�?� $8� 7$�%� I�$ �%#�� 	##� �?#� %� ��$6��"� $8  
� !� C�67#� !6%#�� ρ έ ν δ α ; ρ έ ν δ α ν  β α β υ λ ο ν ιτ ικ ή ν �

φ ο υ φ ο υ δ ο τ ή ν  κ α λ ή ν ,  ή γ ο υ ν  χ λ α μ ύ δ α  β α σ ι λ ικ ή ν �

χ ρ υ σ ή ν .  ��� ���$�$  !��� �6� �?#—�6E#6�$�"�$8�L"�$!�<  
7$!�� Akty russkago na Cviatom Afonie monas- 
tyrïà� �� �#E�� 1873 �� �?#�#�8�#�� L"�$!�7$!�  
Akty),�54 �� 63 �

27. . .  ή  σ τ α ύ ρ ω σ ή  ά λ ο κ ά ν ο ν ο ς  δ ίθ υ ρ ο ν . �  G
 $�%�67� �$� �?#� %� ��$6��"� $8� 	$�?$ �#�� �?#� �$�%  
ό λ ο κ ά ν ο ν ο ς  �#8#��� �$� �6� $I|# �� ��%#�  $���#�#�"  
$8� �##%�� F!�� �?��� %$#�� 6$�� �##�� �$� 8��� �?#� �#H�  
?#�#�

1; σ κ ο υ τ ά ρ η ν  �$���I�"��#8#��� �$� �6� � $6� ���6�#%  
$6� �� �?�#�%�� �#�?���� �$� �6� � $6� �6� �?#� 8$��� $8  
�� �?�#�%�� .#����� @ �$��#� ���#� %#� .���Q�D � 133<4 � 
I#��#E#�� �?��� ��� �#8#��� �$� � $6�� ���6�#%� $6  
�?�#�%��� ��� �?#� �6E#6�$�"� $8� L"�$!�7$!�� Akty, 
56 �� ������ �?�#�%�� � σ κ ο υ τ ά ρ ια �� �6%� ��$�%�� ��$67  
�?#� ��#��� �6� �?#� ��#��!�"� $8� �?#� �$6���#�"�� �6  
�?��� ���#� %$ !�#6�� �?#�#� ��� ���$� �#6��$6� $8  
σ κ ο υ τ ά ρ η ν  � $6��

1/�>?#�#� ��#� %#� ��I#%� ��� σ α ρ ο ύ τ ια .  N �� ���G
�#6�� Die Diataxis des Michael Attaliates von 
1077 � �+#6��� 1894 ��� 80�� #��$6#$!��"� ���6����#�  
�?��� �$�%� ��� ��76�8"�67� �$��� � � $6��� 	##� �?#  
%� ��$6��"� $8� � !� C�67#� !6%#�� σ α ρ ο ύ κ τ η .

9( ή λ ι ο γ ρ α φ ί ε ς  χ ρ υ σ έ ς  δ ιά φ ο ρ ε ς  τ ρ ιά κ ο ν τ α .  >?#  
�$�%� ή λ ι ο γ ρ α φ ί ε ς  $8� �?#� �#H�� �##��� �$� I#� �6� �6G
 $��# �� 8$��� $8� ο λ ο γ ρ α φ ίε ς .  >?#� ����#�� ��� �?#  
�# ?6� ��� �#��� !�#%� �$� %#6$�#� �?#� ��$ #��� $8  
#6 �!��� � ���6��67� �?#�#�6� ��H� ��� !�#%� ��� �  
I��#� 8$�� �?#�  $�$���� >?#� �%#6��8� ���$6� $8� �?#

the L ord s feast days and those of the �
various saints. 31 T en other sm all icons�
of different saints, e igh t of w h ich  are of�
the fo ld ing  type, and tw o others. T w o �
large candelabra of bronze and five iron �
ones; one sm all lamp; tw o lam ps w ith

term ο λ ο γ ρ α φ ί α  w ith  this type of painting can�
be m ade from tw o parallel passages in N iceph-�
orus the Patriarch and Theophanes the Con­
fessor. Both chroniclers are recording the d e­
struction of certain icons in the secreton by �
the Patriarch N icetas in the reign o f Constan­
tine V  Copronymus (7 6 8 -9 ) .  N icephorus,�
Breviarium, ed. C. de Boor (L eipzig , 1 8 8 0 ),�
76. . . . κ α ί  τ ω ν  ά γ ι ω ν  ο ΰ σ α ς  δ ιά  ψ η φ ίδ ω ν  χ ρ υ ­

σ ώ ν  κ α ί  κ η ρ ο χ ύ τ ο υ  ύ λ η ς  ε ικ ο ν ο γ ρ α φ ία ς  ά π έ ξ υ σ ε . �

Theophanes, Chronographia, ed. C. de Boor,�
I (L eipzig , 1 8 8 3 ), 443. . . . Ν ικ ή τ α ς  . . . ràs�
è v  τ φ  π α τ ρ ι α ρ χ ε ί α  ε ίκ ό ν α ς  τ ο υ  μ ικ ρ ο ύ  σ ε κ ρ έ τ ο υ  δ ια �

μ ο υ σ ε ίο υ  ο ϋ σ α ς  ëξ ε σ ε ν ,  κ α ί  τ ο ύ  μ ε γ ά λ ο υ  σ ε κ ρ έ τ ο υ �

τ ή ς  τ ρ ο π ικ ή ς  έ ζ  ο λ ο γ ρ α φ ία ς  ο ϋ σ α ς  κ α τ ή ν ε γ κ ε ν ,  κ α ί �

τ ω ν  λ ο ιπ ώ ν  εΙκ ό νω ν  τ α  π ρ ό σ ω π α  ί χ ρ ι σ ε ν .  T he icons�
w hich N icephorus describes as of κ η ρ ο χ ύ τ ο υ �

ύ λ η ς ,  Theophanes describes as έζ ο λ ο γ ρ α φ ία ς �

ο ϋ σ α ς . But this type o f painting was apparently�
abandoned during the period of Iconoclasm.�
H ence, in the tenth century Constantine Por-�
phyrogenitus refers to certain paintings of the �
church o f St. Anastasia in Diadora, Dalm atia,�
as . . .  εξ  ο λ ο γ ρ α φ ί α ς  ά ρ χ α ία ς ;  D e Adminis-�
trando Imperio, ed. G. Moravcsik and tr. R. J.�
H . Jenkins (B udapest, 1 9 4 9 ), 138-9 . Cedrenus,�
Historiarum Compendium, ed. I. Bekker, II�
(Bonn, 1 8 3 9 ), 497, speaks of an icon painted �
in encaustic technique, w hich was discovered �
in  the church o f the Virgin of B lachem ae dur­
ing the reign of Romanus III Argyrus in 1031,�
and w hich dated back at least to the eighth �
century. . . . εύ ρ έθ η  ε ίκ ώ ν  ύ λ ο γ ρ α φ ι κ ή .  . . .�
ά μ ό λ υ ν τ ο ς  δ ια μ ε ίν α σ α  α π ό  τ ώ ν  ή μ ε ρ ώ ν  τ ο ύ  Κ ο π ρ ω ν ύ - �

μ ο υ  έω ς τ ή σ δ ε  τ ή ς  ή μ έ ρ α ς , ε τ ώ ν  δ ιε λ θ ό ν τ ω ν  τ ρ ι α - �

κ ο σ ίω ν . But in the text o f the w ill ή λ ι ο γ ρ α φ ί ε ς �

χ ρ υ σ έ ς  does not seem  to refer to the old en­
caustic type icons. Rather it w ould seem  to re­
fer in this case to icons painted on gold leaf�
or painted in a color fabricated from gold dust.�
On the latter see D ionysius o f Phum a, Ε ρ μ η ­

ν ε ί α  τ ή ς  ζ ω γ ρ α φ ι κ ή ς  τ έ χ ν η ς ,  ed. A.�
Papadopoulos-Kerameus (S t. Petersburg, 1 9 0 9 ), �
44. This type of icon abounds in the monastic �
inventories. Xylourgou, Akty, 54, lists ninety of�
them; L. Petit, Typikon de Grégoire Pacouri-�
anos pour le monastère de Petritzos ( Backovo )�
en Bulgarie (S t. Petersburg, 1904) (hereafter �
Petit, Baëkovo), 52, lists tw enty-eight such �
icons. See also Sathas, op. cit., 47, and Petit,�
“Notre D am e de Pitié,” 118-19. T he text,�
Beneshevich, loc. cit., 226, speaks of ε ίκ ό ν ε ς �

δ ιά χ ρ υ σ ε ς  έ γ κ α υ σ τ ε ς .  In this case ί γ κ α υ σ τ ε ς �

means gilt. T he word is used w ith  this�
m eaning elsew here in the inventory o f objects.

31 έ χ ο ν τ α ς  δ ε σ π ο τ ικ ά ς  έ ο ρ τ ά ς  κ α ί  δ ια φ ό ρ ω ν �

ά γ ι ω ν ·



V

eight lights; six chandeliers with their 
chains; four incense receptacles,82 and 
two censers.

“Various books: M y h igh ly  prized, 
o r * rather m y priceless treasure, the  
sacred and holy G ospel, w ritten in  gold  
letters throughout, containing golden  
pictures of the four evangelists, w ith  en­
am el decorations, a purple binding and  
silver-gilt p laits.32 33 It has a buckle, 
painted letters, and also a scene from the  
feast of the N ativity. It has eighty-nine  
small clasps inlaid  w ith  gold. 34 Similarly, 
another G ospel of parchm ent. A small 
and poor book of ivory, the Four G os­
pels.35 Another, the interpretation of 
the four evangelists. A  sm all book for 
the road, the � � ��  of the Apostles. And  
another one of large size w ith  the  
! � �� � � � � �� � ,36 37 T he books of U �� � � �� , 
3 �� � � �$ � , and 3 �� � � � �� ,  And another 
. . . large book w ith  the 3 �� �� �� � � �  
and tw o (books) of T��+�,  T he 3�� f

� � � �� � ,  37 O ne � � � ��� ��+�� � ,  Three � � � - 
�� � � ��� ,  A  large book containing tw o  
sermons to A ntipas, and his life. Another 
book, to w it, St. John D am ascene, con­
taining also the poem s of (St. Gregory) 
the T h eo lo g ia n .38 39 * Another book, the  
V ������ ,  39 T he 3 � � � � �� � 40 O ne psalter  
w ith  its interpretation. O ne psalter and

32 : 7 K� v ; 5 7 � X u � 5 7 � 4 X O 6 < KP 87 , This would seem 
to refer to metallic ( v ; 5 7 a v O 5 %?) receptacles in 
which incense was placed. In Petit, “ Notre 
Dame de Pitié,”  149- 50, they are referred to 
as : 7 5 m K7 ,

38 ^7 4 5 ; 6 A < � "u< P O X 7 � um � u N KN C k : 5 7 � % 6 Y O 6 D v 6 D ‚ a 

4 9 5 7 •

34 The number of clasps is extremely large.
85 � � � � � Z � 	 	 � e � � � X 8: 6 ; < � €k L 7 < % €’ 5 D < ] ,  N 5 9 v ; <  

@ 8 @ C K D < The descriptions of the book as C k L 7 a 

< % 5 D < and N 5 9 v ; <  are contradictory. Perhaps 
the scribe meant two books, one C k L 7 < % 5 D < � the 
other N 5 9 v ; < ,

36 This is a reference to the Spiritual Meadow 
written by John Moschus, the Palestinian monk 
of the late sixth and seventh centuries.

37 A  work of the Palestinian monk Antiochus, 
ca. 620. Sathas, op. d t ., 49 .

38 Hu5k6D<� ;� “ 7 X 7 4 : A < ; l � u v D < � : 7 K� 5 D O � . � � e Œ 	 � � 

5 % � k N A ·
39 Written by the eleventh-century monk

Antonius.

tw o ���� � � ��+�� ,  41 Four books of trans­
lations.42 T w o �	 � � ' � � ��  w ith  various 
selections. An � � ��+ �� �� �  and another 
book w ith  various works.43 Another book  
containing the 3 ����� �  and other things.44 
Another one of the Archistrategus.45 
T hree books of the � �� �� �  of Chrysos­
tom .46 T he � � ' � � � � � �  o f St. Basil and  
pam phlets of the work of Chrysostom. 
T he � � ��� � � � ��� �  of Basil the Great in six­
teen  pam phlets.47 A book of explanations. 
T he  	 � � � �� � �  of Chalcedon. 1 � �+ � � ,”•  
A � � � � � �� � � ,  Another � � � � � �� � �  contain­
ing an abridgem ent of the O ld and N ew  
Testam ents. T he ` � � � �,  T he � �� ' � � f
� � � 49 T he ! � � � � � � � ,Gp  T he 1 � ���� � ��a  
�� � ,G= T he � Q � �� � � 3 � �� �� � � � � ,52 Aesop.

40 An obvious reference to the fourth-cen­
tury work of Epiphanius o f Cyprus.

41 Bezobrazov, loc. cit., I l l ,  has em ended  
Beneshevich’s reading o f 4 5 8 v A 6 ; < to L 7 C 5 A 6 8D < 

on the basis of analogous passages in Sathas, 
op. cit., 49, and D iehl, loc. cit., 515.

42 Possibly from saints’ lives. See Bezobra­
zov, loc. cit., I l l ;  Sathas, op. cit., 67; D iehl, 
loc. cit., 516.

43 Probably refers to excerpts from the  
menaia. See Bezobrazov, loc. cit., I l l ;  Petit, 
Backovo, p. 53.

44 Bezobrazov, loc. cit., 112-3 , im plies that 
this is a reference to the Eis � ��� � : 7 5 % � J Kk6 4 9 < 

k : 4 5 6 7 5 k K7 < Ηρακλείου of George Pisides. H ow ­
ever, Pisides is m entioned at a later point in  
the list of books, and the term Persica is broad 
enough to include other possibilities, e.g., the  
work of Agathias.

“ Possibly a reference to the service of St. 
M ichael. See Bezobrazov, loc. cit., 111.

“ The Ethics seem s to be a general title  
covering the various works of John Chrysostom  
on ethics and morality.

47 This refers primarily to Basil’s work 
against Eunom ius.

“ Probably a work of the seventh-century  
Sinai monk Anastasius. Bezobrazov, loc. cit., 
112�

49 A t first this m ight appear to be  a reference 
to the m edieval romance of Alexander the 
Great. But similar references in Sathas, op. 
cit., 50, and D iehl, loc. cit., 516, im ply that 
it is a religious book.

60 The romance of Achilles Tatius.
“ Probably one of the standard books on 

dream interpretation, such as those o f Artemi- 
dorus and Achmet.

52 A  reference to the apocryphal H ebrew  
work of the first century b .c ., The Testament 
of the Twelve Patriarchs, w hich was translated 
into Greek.

� � �
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them, com pletely ����� and for all tim e.�
In the first place (I m ention) Cyriacus�
w ho grew  up w ith  m e and w ho has�
toiled  greatly on m y behalf throughout�
m y M e. I gave him  as w ife  a free w om an,�
the sister o f the m onk and presbyter �
Clem ent, and I fulfilled over him  the rites�
of the marriage. A nd during m y severe �
illness I w illed  to him  fifteen (nom is-�
m ata ) and w hatever articles of personal�
and b ed  cloth ing h e  m ight have ac­
quired. A nd during the sixth year of the �
ind iction ten more. A nd now  at the end �
of m y life, since I dedicated  his son �
Constantine to the Theotocos, I g ive  him �
ten. And having provided  sim ilarly for �
m y servant Sem ne on tw o occasions, and �
having provided her son B asil w ith  a�
w ife  and m ade him  a priest, I give him �
a free zeu g o to p io n  and ten <nom ism ata ).�
And the sisters Sophia and M aritza and �
their husbands and children I freed  and �
provided for on the tw o previous and �
aforem entioned occasions. A nd I re­
cently  gave to Abasgus one ze u g o to p io n ;�
to Lascaris one b o id o to p io n ; 63 and the �
sam e for N icetas, having provided for�
him  the first tim e only, I now  leave him �
one b o ido top ion  and three {nom ism ata).�
Since I dedicated  G eorge the son of�
A basgus and M ichael the son of Lascaris�
to the T heotocos, I leave  G eorge five�
(nom ism ata) and M ichael three. I have �
arranged for the lega l marriage of�
M arcianus, and (I w ish  that) h e  also�
shall b e  free and b e  provided for as the �
occasion dem ands i t . 64 H aving freed �
Sotericus and left him  his share, I have �
given  him  his codicil. I free Gregory, and �
his w ife  Theodora, w h o (was formerly)�
the slave of m y b lessed  w ife  Anna. I or­
dained him  a cleric o f the church of the �
T heotocos and he shall receive the salary�
and anona  65 of a deacon and w hatever �
else  accrues to him  from  his trade as a

63 Boidotopion for tax purposes was the�
amount of land w hich a farmer could plow  w ith �
one ox. Xanalatos, op. d t.,  p. 40.

.  .  .  ���� �����	����� ������ ��� � � � � ��
“ Their salaries w ere paid in cash and pro­

duce.

copyist; and as legacy  three (nom is­
m ata ). All m ale children w ho are b om �
of m y freed fam ily servants and slaves,�
shall be  brought up in  the church of the �
T heotocos in the learning of the holy �
letters and shall b e  m ade clerics, being �
provided for by the church. B ut all the�
m en and w om en w ho w ish  to work for�
m y heirs, if there be any such, shall re­
ceive  their salaries and anonae  to the �
satisfaction of all, and no one of them �
shall be  given aw ay or sold  in any m an­
ner. B ut I w ish them  to b e  respected  and �
free in every fashion. A nd Selegnoun,�
w hom  I had freed before and married to�
m y slave Abouspharius, I have given in �
service to m y daughter M aria from  the �
present tw elfth  year of the indiction to�
the first (year of the next) indiction. And �
I w ish  that he also b e  free and receive as�
legacy  three nom ism ata; and the sam e �
for m y slave M ouseses and his father�
Garipius, for the sake of the salvation �
and m em ory of m y m ost b eloved  son �
Rom anus.

"And even  though I becam e an em i­
grant from  m y fatherland, the pious�
them e of C appadocia, I do not w ish  to�
abandon the church bu ilt b y  m y m other�
and called  the Three H ierarchs. (Ac­
cordingly) I appointed M odestus as care­
taker and m aster to care for it. 66 [a gap �
here of about five to seven  w ords] . . .�
the grandchildren of m y sister Irene the �
ca tech um en , and all the ho ly  vessels in �
the said church, the silver crosses, the �
gilt icons, the books of the y e a r ,67 and�
finally a priest's robe.

"So m uch then  for the holy  houses. I �
shall be  grateful if, b y  the providence �
of G od and the intervention of the Vir­
gin, I shall have tim e to carry out the �
legacies m entioned above. B ut if  the �
com m on fate overtakes m e (before these �
things are carried out), m ay they  b e  fu l­
filled from  the yearly incom e of m y

“ “M05ecr[roy ]T  c?]7r07r MlLJ� _Ob� NmIS^NMLJ�
MnLJ τούτ]ου ^YNJ[VOJ� _OMIbH`QLoJp This is the�
passage as reconstructed by Beneshevich.

67 .  .  .  βιβλία τοΰ χρόνου.
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properties (after the deduction of the  
im perial taxes). W hatever remains shall 
be distributed am ongst m y brothers and  
masters, that is the p o o r .68 If any of m y  
flocks and property (both  m ovable and  
sem i-m ovable) are found, they shall be  
distributed to m y relatives and kin w ho  
are there. I cannot recall any good work  
I have done throughout the w h ole  
course of m y life, but I labored in vain, 
a slave to m y stom ach and pleasures.

“I do not know  how  m y slave Zoe, 
w hom  I bought for four hundred nom- 
ismata, has been  overlooked. E ven  if  in  
the codicil w hich  grants her freedom  it 
is stated that she shall becom e a slave  
again if  she should break a vow  to God, 
and although she gave herself aw ay to a 
m an w ithout m y approval, I w ish  that she 
rem ain free and be com pletely free w ith  
her children.

“A nd G od w ho sees all [about tw enty- 
eight letters m issing here] . . .  or of 
[several lines m issing here] . . . and I 
am laid  dow n in the grave w here m y  
burial-place has been  appointed. I en­
treat and pray that all, priests, monks, 
and m y heirs, perform over m y body the  
trisagion and yearly m em orial services 
for the atonem ent of m y sins. A bove all I 
put under oath and hold  responsible to  
G od the Pantocrator, to the im m aculate  
Virgin, and to all o f the heavenly  pow ers, 
not only m y heirs and successors, bu t also 
all of the high  officials — m etropolitans, 
bishops, catepans, duces, and them atic  
judges — to preserve m y com m ands un­
im paired and uninjured. If any one of 
m y relatives or heirs or freedm en goes 
astray, and slips from the O rthodox faith  
to a strange and heterodox one, if he  
is of the heirs, he shall lose his share; if 
he is of the freedm en, he shall fa ll under  
the yoke of slavery; if  he is an outsider, 
he shall b e  chased far from m y authority.

:;� �6� �?#� ��$E���$6� 8$�� �?#� �$$�� �6� ������ �##  
K�� F�� 4�� @ ��� ?#6EY�#�� !6%� 	##��#��#�D � Zeit­
schrift der Savigny-Stiftung für Rechtsge­
schichte, Romanistische Abteilung,� , L L ��
(1 9 5 5 ) , 191-210 .

“And if one of m y daughters or her 
husband should, by consent of both, d e­
sire to settle elsew here, all the holy pos­
sessions of the church shall be divided, if 
they shall bu ild  a church similar to, or 
sm aller than that of, the T heotocos. A nd  
this shall suffice for the allotted portion  
o f each, and thus each shall benefit from  
the b lessing o f God and of the Theotocos; 
in  addition [eight to ten  w ords m issing]
. . . and [thirteen to fourteen w ords 
m issing] . . . and he [five or six w ords 
m issing] . . . and [sixteen letters m iss­
ing] . . . death shall be his portion, and  
he shall b e  denounced by all as a parri­
cid e and a fratricide.

“In addition to all this, I leave  as ad­
ministrators of m y hum ble w ill: F irst the  
Lord Pantocrator and H er w h o bore 
H im  w ithout seed; also the m ost illus­
trious magistrus Kyr Basil and his brother 
the perivleptos vestarch Kyr Phares- 
manes; the bishop of the diocese, m ost 
beloved  of God; as administrators and  
governors m y tw o sons-in-law, the  
spatharocandidatus Kyr Gregory and the  
merarchus M ichael; the ranking priest 
of m y church. And I bequeathe to the  
illustrious brothers (Basil and Phares- 
manes) tw o and even  three pounds (of 
gold) for their a ccep ta n ce;69 to the  
holy bishop m ost beloved  of God, six 
(nomismata) or a book; to the priest a 
similar sum. And if there should b e  found  
any of m y clothes or b ed  apparel, they  
shall b e  distributed to any of the holy  
monks.

“T he present docum ent w as w ritten  
at m y com m and by the hand of The- 
odulus, the m onk and presbyter of the  
church of the T heotocos, w ho set it in  
order, and has been  signed by the present 
w itnesses in the tw elfth  year of the in­
diction, April, 6567, before the Father, 
Son, and H oly  Ghost. I, Eustathius pro- 
tospatharius hypatus Boilas have signed  
w ith  m y ow n hand.”

� 	 � � � � � � ���������� ������ � � � �
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tained the age of three. B oilas’ w ife ,�
Anna, d ied  in the ninth year of the in­
diction. T he w ill itself was drawn up in�
the tw elfth  year of the indiction. This�
tw elfth  year is the year 1059, as re­
corded at the end of the w ill. I t  is not�
specifically stated that the sixth year of�
the indiction ( the year of Rom anus’�
d ea th ), or the ninth year of the indiction �
(th e  year of Anna’s death) occurred in �
the sam e indiction as did  the tw elfth �
year (th e  year o f the w ill) . But the nar­
rative seem s to im ply that all three dates�
probably fa ll w ithin  the sam e indiction.�
H ow ever, of this one cannot b e  certain.�
Thus the death of B oilas’ w ife  probably �
occurred in 1056, and that of his son in �
1053. As his son w as three years of age �
at the tim e of his death in 1053, it fo llow s �
that he w as probably born in 1050.

Boilas states in the w ill that *. . . the �
m ounting vio lence of the w aves . . .” 79�
of life  had forced him  to becom e an em i­
grant, and that he, Anna, and probably �
the three children had left their hom es in �
C appadocia for a land w h ich  w as one and �
one-half w eeks distant. B ut the w ording �
of the text is rather vague as to w hether �
the children actually accom panied their�
parents, or w hether they w ere born after�
the arrival of Boilas and his w ife  in Taiq.
#������� ��B� ���#  το ������$���� ��� �,�� ������� �

���� �����,�� �,� ��� ����� �,� ��$�,� {| � � , � �������F �

���� �$�� ����	���� ��	� ���� �,�� ���� ����������F �

�,�$���� 2��#�� ��"�� ����� �������#2+,�#�� ��� �

2�,�#���� ���� ����� ���� �}����+��������� ������,F �

�#�,�!� ���� #���� ���� �2��	�+,���� ������ +����F �

���� ���� ���� #����  ev.80 A pparently Boilas İS�
listing the item s w hich  h e  brought w ith �
him  to Taiq. In  this "inventory’ the m oney �
and children are seem ingly grouped to­
gether. It is also stated that the son and �
m other, after their deaths, w ere buried in �
the n ew  land to w h ich  they had com e.�
Thus it is possible to suggest that this�
em igration m ight have occurred after�
1050, the year o f his son’s birth, and b e ­
fore 1053, the year of his son’s death, i.e.,

79 Beneshevich, ?7C/� C91/!�2 2 2 /
wf Beneshevich, ?7C/� C91/! 223 .

during the years 1051-2. This coincides�
exactly w ith  the date of the conspiracy �
of Rom anus Boilas. Both Romanus Boilas�
and E ustathius Boilas w ere m em bers of�
the senate, both w ere present at the �
court, and it is stated that Rom anus�
Boilas had certain senators as accom ­
plices in his p lot to seize the throne.�
T hough the language of the w ill is�
vague, one m ight suggest that Eustathius�
Boilas w as possibly a relative of R o­
m anus Boilas, a m em ber of the latter’s�
conspiracy, and exiled from the capital�
and from his hom e in Cappadocia as a�
result of his com plicity.

Eustathius further m entions that he �
served under the dux  M ichael for fifteen �
years, and that during the fo llow in g  eight�
years (th a t is up to 1059) h e  w as no �
longer in the service of the dux. T he �
end of his service under M ichael thus�
coincides w ith  the period of the conspir­
acy against Constantine IX, 1051.

Boilas also m entions the nam es and�
ranks of M ichael’s sons, i.e., the m agis-�
trus  Basil and the vestarch  Pharesm anes.�
T hey, as w ell as their father, can b e �
identified from Greek and Arm enian �
sources. T he m agistrus B asil is identical�
w ith  the m agistrus  Basil A pocapes w h o �
served as archon  of Paradounabon from �
1059 to 1065.81 Earlier h e  had repulsed �
the Seljuks under T oghrulbeg at M an-�
zikert (1 0 5 4 ) .82 After the defeat of R o­
manus D iogen es in 1071 he seem s to �
have served under the Arm enian Phila-�
retus, w h o had established h im self in �
Cilicia. As an officer of Philaretus, Basil�
A pocapes com m anded the city of E dessa �
from 1077 until his death in 1083.83

T he brother of Basil, the vestarch �
Pharesmanes, is identical w ith  the v e s ­
tarch  Pharesm anes A pocapes to w hom �
Romanus D iogenes entrusted the city

81 Attaliates, U9=1789�! ed. I. Bekker (Bonn,�
1853) (hereafter Attaliates), 83 . Banescu, 7B/�
C51/! 32—3 .

82 Attaliates, 47 . Matthew of Edessa, TO87Z
;9`5<!  tr. E . Dulaurier (Paris, 1858) (hereafter�
Matthew of Edessa), p. 99 .

83 Matthew of Edessa, 180- 1, 186.
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of Ilierapolis after its conquest in 1069.H4 
Though the last nam e of the tw o brothers 
does not appear in the w ill of Boilas, 
(heir titles and first nam es are sufficient 
to establish their identity  w ith  the Apo- 
eapes brothers m entioned by the chroni­
clers.

Their father, the � � '  M ichael of the  
will, is referred to in the chronicle of 
M atthew of Edessa. H ere h e  appears 
sim ply as A pocapes, father of Basil.84 85 
H e was an im portant officer in the B y­
zantine armies as early as the reign of 
Romanus III Argyrus. H e also seem s to  
have exercised authority in the city of 
Edessa as far back as 1038.86 Thus 
Boilas’ lords w ere the Arm eno-Georgian  
fam ily of A pocapes from the district of 
Taiq.

T he fam ily nam e Boilas, on first 
sight, w ou ld  seem  to have Bulgarian  
affinities. T heophanes, w riting in the  
ninth century, speaks of the Bulgar 
βοίλάδων� ( nobles ) w ho accom panied  
their king to an audience w ith  Constan­
tine V  in 748.87 In another passage he  
speaks of the Bulgarian βοϊλάδας� w ho  
accom panied their king in war, and of a 
@DnC%l sent to petition  peace terms from  
Constantine V .88 In the � � �2� �*� � � � � f
� � � �� �  Constantine Porphyrogenitus 
m entions that there w ere six great βολιά- 

8eç� at the Bulgarian court, and b elow  
them  w ere the {w•� fho� �¥•� βολιάδες89 *� T he  
w ord βοϊλάς� w h ich  in Theophanes and  
C onstantine Porphyrogenitus is used to  
denote the Bulgarian nobility, w ou ld  
seem  to b e  identical w ith  the fam ily  
nam e of Boilas. Thus the fam ily nam e  
of Boilas, w h ich  first appears in the

;��C#%�#6!��� ���� 675<6 �
;0�3���?#��$8�K%#����� 51 �
;:�+�� ,�!�#6��� Byzance et les Turcs seljoucides 

dans l’Asie occidentale jusqu’en =p•=� �.�����  
1913 ��� 40 �� 43 �� 70 �� 84 �

;'�>?#$�?�6#��� 436 �
;;�>?#$�?�6#��� 447 �
;/�C$6���6��6#� .$��?"�$7#6��!��� D e Cere<

moniis Aulae Bizantinae�� #%�� +�� J#��4#� �6%� ��
F#44#��� �� �F$66�� 1829 ��� 681 �� �6� De Adminis- 
trando Imperio,� 154�� �?#�#� ��� �#6��$6� $8� �?#  
��#�E#� 7�#��� βοϊλάδων.

Byzantine sources toward the end of 
the eighth century, originally w ou ld  
seem  to have had som e Bulgarian con­
nection. But it does not fo llow  that the  
fam ily itself w as of Bulgarian origin. 
Judging from the contents of the library 
of Eustathius Boilas, w h ich  contained  
m any of the standard works of m edieval 
H ellenism , the Boilas fam ily, regardless 
of its origin, w as thoroughly Byzantin- 
ized  by the eleventh  century.

As has been  m entioned above, the  
w ill states that Boilas m igrated from  
C appadocia to a land one and one-half 
w eeks distant, and settled  am ongst 
peop le  w ho had a different language and  
religion. In another passage this "na­
tion” İS nam ed, " . . . r o î ç  % < 5 K: 6 < l � k< D 8a 

: A 4 7 < 5 7 � t 6 –v k < KD 8l , . . .” 90 Thus far the  
evid en ce indicates that the estates of 
Boilas w ere located som ew here in east­
ern Asia Minor. T he w ill lists the nam es 
of eleven  villages and properties; Isaion, 
Parabounion, Bouzina, T antzoute (a lso  
called Salem and T za lem a), Barta, C al­
m ouche, Cousneria, O phidobouni, Cop- 
teriou, Chouspacrati, and O uzike. O b­
viously m ost of these place nam es are not 
Greek. O f the e leven  nam es w hich  ap­
pear in the w ill, only that of C alm ouche  
can b e  located w ith  som e certainty. A  
suggestion can b e  m ade concerning the  
location of Copteriou, but the other place  
nam es seem  to b e  unidentifiable. C al­
m ouche was located  in northern Asia 
Minor, on the river Tsorokh in the dis­
trict of T aiq.91 C opteriou m ay be identi­
cal w ith  Capetrou, the site of the im ­
portant battle b etw een  the Seljuks and  
the Byzantines in 1049. Capetrou w as 
located  on the southeast confines of 
Taiq. But this identification cannot be  
dem onstrated.

T h e location of Calm ouche shows 
that the estates of Boilas w ere in the  
Arm eno-Georgian district of Taiq, a dis-

/(�F#6#�?#E� ?�� loc. cit.,�223 �
(&K �� �$6�7��66�� Die Ost grenze des byzan­

tinischen Reiches von —†— bis =p>=� �F�!��#���  
1935 ��� 219<21 �
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, � � �,� � �Q� � � � � � � � �, � �� � � �� � �� � � $ ��- �� �
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und Chouspacrati to the brothers Chris­
topher and G eorge, and to their cousin.�
T hese three persons are not identified �
except for the fact that they w ere orphans�
and destitute. O uzike w as w illed  to per­
sons w hose nam es are not g iven in the �
docum ent. O f Boilas’ e leven  properties,�
seven passed from the hands of the fam ­
ily into the possession of outsiders.

Boilas’ older daughter Irene received �
as her share the property of Salem m inus�
four zeu go top ia  w h ich  had been  given �
to freed slaves. In addition she received �
slaves, cloth, and flocks; altogether,�
therefore, her share am ounted to thirty �
pounds or 2,160 nom ism ata. H er sister�
Maria received one-half of the property �
of Bouzina, and the equivalent of ten �
pounds in slaves, cloth, and flocks; her �
share, therefore, also am ounted to thirty �
pounds. T he other half of the property �
of Bouzina w as g iven to the church of�
the T heotocos. T he church of St. Bar­
bara w as to receive tw o hundred m odio i�
of w h eat and one thousand m easures of�
w ine from Parabounion. Boilas’ son-in-�
law  received the property of Isaion in �
place of five pounds. Thus the tw o �
daughters and their husbands obtained �
possession of all or part of the four prop­
erties of Salem , Bouzina, Isaion, and �
Parabounion, and of the tw o churches�
of St. Barbara and the Virgin. In these �
tw o churches w ere to b e  found num erous�
icons, religious vessels, and religious�
clothing, all of considerable value. The

library, containing about ninety items,�
seem s large for such a rem ote and un­
inhabited province w h en  one considers�
that the library of A ttaliates’ establish­
m ent at Rhaedestus and Constantinople,�
and that of Pacurianus’ m onastery at�
Backovo each contained few er than �
ninety books.95

T he m anum ission of Boilas’ slaves�
and their portions occupy an important�
section of the w ill. T he ex-slaves Cyri-�
acus, Basil, and A basgus each received �
a zeu go top ion  from the property of�
Salem, w h ile  Lascaris and N icetas each �
received a boido top ion . W hatever re­
m ained from Boilas’ w ealth  and property�
w as to be distributed am ongst the poor.

T he w ill of Boilas is a unique docu­
m ent for the eleventh  century. It is the�
earliest detailed  inventory of the pos­
sessions of a provincial m agnate that has�
survived from B yzantine tim es. But it is�
more than a m ere inventory, for in it�
one can catch glim pses of the political�
intrigues in w hich  Boilas w as presum ­
ably involved at the court in Constanti­
nople, and of the v icissitudes w hich  he �
suffered at the hands of the A pocapes�
fam ily. T he decline of the fam ily is�
clearly traced in the w ill. F inally, the �
w ill is the m ost detailed  Byzantine docu­
m ent yet know n to us of conditions in the �
eastern provinces just after the Seljuk in­
vasions had begun.

95 Sathas, 7B/� >1/! I, 49- 50, 66-8; Petit, 
P�CL7 7 , 53 .
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ture. Here the most im portant testimony is th a t of the Codex Theodosianus, the 
mining decrees of which are repeated, often verbatim, in the Codex Iustinianus, 
the Basilica, and the Hexabiblos of Armenopoulos. The information in the Codex 
Theodosianus is of a general nature. One of the most striking facts which emerges 
from this legal collection, and a not unexpected one, is the widespread use of 
work in the mines as punishment for criminals and prisoners of war. This is of 
course an old practice. To condemn someone to the mines, in metotlum damnare, 
or in Byzantine language, geraXXt^etv, was probably the worst punishment in 
Roman law next to the punishment of death itself. The unfortunate individuals 
condemned to such a life naturally sought to escape it by any means, with the 
result th a t the legal proscriptions forbidding the hiding of escaped miners are 
severe. M ost of these unfortunate miners were no doubt employed in mines be­
longing to the state. A combination of the rigors of mining life and the scarcity 
of labor manpower in the late Empire forced the emperors to issue measures 
which would keep the supply of miners from dwindling. Thus we read a decree 
of the Emperor Theodosius I I  to the Count of the Sacred Imperial Largesses 
Maximus dated 424 :

� ��2 ������ �� ��(� � ������� �� � � � ���� �,�� : ����� �� � � � �55���� �� � � �) �� 9���� 9���� � � � � �� ��(�  
2 �-����� �� � �����-�� 5����Q� �� � � � �� �((� � � � � �9��� (� � 9�� ��,�((�� � �� � �� � � ��2 �(� � ��� ,@� ��� � �� �  
� �� ��� �(� � ��� ������ �: � � 9�� �� � ��� �� �	� � � ���)��Q� ��� �� ,� � 2 ��� �� � � : �2 ��� �� ��(� � 5������ ��  
,����� 2�����-�� �� ����� ���2 � �� � � � �2 ��� ��� 5��)���� ,������ �Q� ������ 5��-���� �� �((� 9�� � �)�� ��  
�� �� � �T��(�5�����9��: ��� � � � � ���,� �� � � �� � � 5������� ���� �� � �� � : � �� ����5��)�� �� � �9��5���� ��  
��� � � (� � ���� �� �((� ���������� �� ,� � �� ���-(�� ,��(�� �� ����(� � �� � �� � � ���,	� �� � �� � � ���� ��Q� ��� � � �  
5������ �� �((� 9�� 9����� ���2 � �� 2 ����� ���� ���2� � � � � ������ ���,@Q� ��� �� �((� � �,������(�� ��((�:  
�� � � �-��9(��9���� � ��� �� �� ��� ��2 ����	6

However, it seems th a t not all miners belonged exclusively to the state during 
the later Roman Empire, for a decree of Emperors Valentinian and Valens ad­
dressed to Cresconius, Count of Minerals and Mining, in 365 reads:

0 ��� � (��-� 5�������� � �(�9��� ��� � � 0 �� ,�������� �� � �� �� �� � ,��� � � 2 � ��� 9�� ���� �� � � � � �� �  
����,�� �� � � � ��� � � � � 5������ �� ��(� � : ��� � �� � � �� � � ���� � ��� 2 ����-� �� � �(������� 9 � � ���� �: �� (�9��  
��� 2 � � � �,T����� � �) � � ��- ��� 9 � �� � ���� ��2 ��(�� �� � � ���� �� � � ��� �� 	� 3��������Q� ��� � � � � 5������  
) �(� � �� � �(� � �� ��(� � ,�2 �� ��- ��� �� � �� � (��-�� ��29���� ���� �� ��� 5��5���Q� � �� �� � � � � �9�(���  
�� �((� ��T����� �� ,� � 5������� �� � 5 � � � � �- � �� �,��5(��� ��,� � ��� -�(�� � � ��	� � ����)��Q� ��� �� � �  
�� ��(� � 9�� �9(�� � � � ,�((�,�� 2���Q� �� � � � �� �((�5������9(�� ��((� �� � � ��2 �� �� � �� � � ���,Q� ���2 � : � �,�  
�� � � � �� �((���,��)�� ��� �55��5������5��,�� ���2 ����� � ��-���	;

And the edict of 424 quoted above also implies th a t not all miners were slaves : 
“If it should be claimed th a t any person has purchased the property of miners 
th a t is obligated to the aforesaid compulsory service, he shall undoubtedly be­
come subject to the compulsory public services which the author of his right 
was accounted to fulfill.” 4

Here we see miners who can dispose of their property and even leave the profes-

6� ������������ ! �$��� e � ) � ���� �����������������  ��� �������� Q�ed. 3 	� Mommsen, I (Berlin, ! "=N  
(hereafter ���,� �����,]� � * 	!  	!= 	� ���� ����������� ���� Q�tr. C. Pharr (Princeton, ! =6N� (hereafter 
Pharr), p. 67=	�See also ����'� �� ���� � �� � � � Q� * �	B 	B 	

8 Pharr, pp. 67;?67L	����,� �����,� � * 	!  	; 	

4 Pharr, p. 67=	����,� �����,� � * 	!  	!= 	� This is repeated in ���,� �� � �,� � * �	B 	B 	
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�	 ������� �������� �� � ���� ������������ �� � � ���� ��� ���� ����D��0� ��� �� ������ ��� �� � � ���:�
����� ��&����� �� ��� ������B	���� ����� ����� � � ������������D�������� � �������� ������8���.��
�������� ( � �� � ��������� /�.���� ���� ������	��� �� � � ��� ��� � ��. � �� � ����.��	���� �� �
��/�/������ ����/�����/������� �� � �� �� �� ����/�������������� ( �	�� �� � �� ��. ���� �����;
����� ��� ������ ��� ������ ��� ��� �� �� ��������� �� � � ��� �������� �������� ��� �� � � ����������
P#�� ��� ��	��� ����� ��� ���.��0� ��� � �� ��� �	 ������0� ��� � ����� ���0� ��� ��� ���:����� ���
o��	 �� ’ .” 5�d�P# � � ��� ����� ����� ��� ���� �� � ��. � �� � ����.��	��� �� � ��.�� ������ ��� ����0�
���.��0� ���� �� �� ��:� .” 6�$�� �� � � � �� ��� � �� �0� �� � � /��� � ��� ������� ��� � ����/� ����� ����
��������0� ���� �� � � �� ���� �� ��������� ��� ������/� �� � � ������ ���� �� � �� �� ������ ��;
� ������ ��� ����� .7

(�	�0����� ������  ������	�.��0� ��� ������ � ����������  �� ������� ��/��� � �� � �� �� �� � ����
�� � ��� ����/�������� ������������������� � � ��� ��� ������������ � ����� ���� ��� �� � ���������
����� � ������" �� ���&� ������( ���B	����������� ����������� ������������������0����;
�.��0� � ������� �� � � � ���������0� ���� �� �� � � / ����� ������� �� � �� �� ! �� �� ��� !������ �� � �
!���0� ����� � � �� ��� ����� � 	 �� ���� ���� � �� � � ������ ������ � �� � �	������� �� �� � � ���� �� � �
.����	�� � ������� ( �� ������� �� � � B	������� �����������0� ���� �� � � � ���������� ���	 ���� �
����.�� �� � � ��� �� � ��� � ������� �	����� ���� � �� � � � ��:���� �� � � !���� � ����� � ����� �� � �
���.�����.���������� �� � � � ��:������ � ��� � �! �� � ���B	���������� � �& ���0� ���������� �� �
������������� ��� � 	 ���� � ��������� � �� ����/��� � 	 ����N�( �������	������ ��������� �� � �
� ����/� ��� ��� � ���� ������ ��� �D������0� ���� ��� � 	 ���  �� � .��	�� �� � �� �� � � � ����� �� ;
� � ��� � �� ��	����� ��� ��� � � �������� �� � � � ������ ���� �� ������ �� � � � �����.��� ���������
#� � ����� �� �� �� ��������� ��� ������ �� � � �� � � � ����/� �� � 	 ���� � � �.��  ���� /�.��� /�����
�� ������� ���� �� � � �� �	 � �� ��� ��� ������.�� � �� �� ����� � ��� �� ���� �� �� � � � �����.���
�������� ( ���� ����  ���� ��������� ���� �� � � - � ���� � � �� �� � ��� !���� � ������ $��� ����� ���� �
� ��������� �� � � ��� � �����	��� ����� �� ������ ��� �� � � � ������� ���������� � �" �� �� �&� �����
������ � ����� � ��� 	 ��� � ��� �� ���������������������� ��D������ �� �� ��������� ����� �� �������
��� �� � � � ���� �� � � ���� �	�.�.��� ��� �� � �& � � � .8� ! ������� � ��������� ������� �� � � ��.����;
� �� �� ��� �� � � � ����/� �� � 	 ���� � ��� �� � � � ��:���� ��� ���� ��� �� � �  ����� ���� � ������� ����
��� ���� ����� / �� � �� � � ����������� ��� �� � � �� 	 ����� �� � � � � �	 �� .9� � 	 �� ��� ����	����/�
� ��������� ������ ���� � ����� � ���� �� � � ������� ������ ���/	��� �� � � � ��������� ���
� � ��� ��	 � � ���� ���� ���B	������� %���:�� �� � � � 	���� � �	 �� � ��� �� � � � ���������0�  �;
��	��� ��� �� � ��� ������������� ��� ��������������0� ��� � � ��  � �� ��� �� � ����	��� �	��� � ��8

6 Basilica, ed. G. H eim bach , vol. I l l  (Leipzig, 1843), x x v m .8 .3 0 . “ εΐ δε κριταριον ή άργύρου, ή trépas 
ύλης, ή ψάμμου μετ άλλον ευρεν, els καρπόν λογίζεται.”  A  scholium , y . 376 (D orotheus), on th is passage�

read s’ “ εί dé καϊ κριταριον ήτοι λευκόγειον εξώριξεν be του προικιμαίον άγροΰ, ή άργύρου ενρε μέταλλα, ή χρυσίου, 
ή άλλας οΐασοΰν ύλης, ταντα πάντα εν καρποϊς τον άγροΰ ψηφίζεται ”

6 Scholium , y. 376 J “ Αυνατόν γάρ καί Ιδιώτης μέταλλα κριταριον καϊ άργύρου, καϊ των παραπλήσιων 
Ιχ *ιν ”

1 A sterius of A m aseia, Homilia V II I  in  SS. Petrum et Paulum, in  Patrologia Graeca, x l  (1863), 276,�
rem arks” “ "Αποροι dé παντελώς καϊ ol τόν χρυσόν άνορύττοντες, τόν βασιλέα του πλούτου. Μία γάρ αύτοϊς 
άξίνη συνεργεί, ξύλινος πίναξ, ό τής γης τόν χρυσόν άποκρίνων”

8 Ο. D av ies, Roman M ines in Europe (Oxford, 1935) (hereafter D av ies, Roman M ines), p . 2.
• C. Jireéek, Die Handelsstrassen und Bergwerke von Serbien und Bosnien während des Mittelalters�

(Prague, 1879) (hereafter Jire& k, Bergwerke), p. 41.
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Theodosian Code, first in the year 370 and then a few years later in 392. The first 
of these two decrees was issued jointly by Emperors Valentinian, Valens, and 
Gratian to Probus the Praetorian Prefect. “Just as our Lord Valens commanded 
throughout all the Orient th a t if the miners with vagrant wandering should there 
seek out the mineral gold, they should be kept away from the property of all 
landholders.” 18

The second decree was issued by Emperors Valentinian, Theodosius, and 
Arcadius to Romulus, Count of the Sacred Imperial Largesses. This is of interest 
in th a t it seems to be indicative of active mining operations in western Asia 
Minor. “Each year seven scruples per man shall be paid to the largesses by the 
gold miners, not only in the Diocese of Pontus but also in the Diocese of Asia.” 19

There are also a few interesting references to a century-long dispute between the 
Sassanids and Byzantines over what m ust have been comparatively rich gold 
mines in the border regions of Armenia. Disputes over the rights to these mines 
figured as principal causes in a t least four wars between Persia and Byzantium, 
giving them somewhat the appearance of economic wars. These disputes took 
place first in 421-422, then under Anastasius (491-518), again in 530, and finally 
in 534. On his accession Vahram V began a persecution of the Christians in Persia, 
and Emperor Theodosius I I  used this persecution, along with the refusal of the 
Persians to hand back certain gold mines, as a causus belli in 421. “I t  happened a t 
this time th a t the Rhomaioi were vexed with the Persians because of another rea­
son; because the Persians, having those gold mines which they had leased from 
the Rhomaioi, did not wish to give them  back .” 20 Apparently the Persians were 
leasing the mines from the Byzantines a t this time.

Malalas records the fact th a t in the reign of Anastasius (491-518) certain gold 
mines in Armenia were taken over by the Byzantines a t the expense of the 
Persians.
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The mines in these mountains were very rich, and the gold was so near to the 
surface th a t after heavy rains nuggets of gold could be found on top of the soil. 
Hence extraction of the metal presented no problem a t all. Malalas seems to 
imply th a t formerly these mines were leased out by both Persians and Byzantines

!7� 4����Q� p. 67L. ���,� ����� ., x . ! .B.
! � 4����Q� 5	� 67=. ���,� �����,� � x . ! .!6 . 3 � �� � ��� � �5 �� �� � � �� � ���,� �� � �,� � x i.B.=, � � � � �� �% �2 �� �5� � (� �Q  

��'�$�$���� � � � 	� G. � � �2 9 � , � � M� ��5��-Q� !7=! ), 5	� ;!" .
20 Socrates, � �������� ������������� , ed. W . Bright (Oxford, !7 ; ), pp. 6 7 - 6  .
21 Ioannes Malalas, ������+������� � ed. B . � �� �9 � � � � (Bonn, !7;! ), pp. L==- L=8.
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� � 	  ���� � ������� ����� � ������� ���� �� � � � ������� � ���� ���� �� ������ � �� ������ �� /�.���;
� �����

!�������/��� � � ������0� �� � � � ��� 	 ��� � ���������� ��� ������ ������  ���� �� �� �� � �� ;
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B ut from there begins the territory of Persarmenia; and here is the gold-mine which,�
w ith the permission of K avades, was worked by one of the natives, Sym eon by name.�
W hen this Sym eon saw that both nations were actively  engaged in the war, he decided�
to  deprive K avades of the revenue. Therefore he gave over both himself and Pharangium �
to  the Rhomaioi, but he refused to  deliver over to  either one the gold of the m ine.23
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������<��.���� 6� �	�� ,,b8,bY7� � �������� �� � � �����.��������� ����.���� ������.������
! �� ���� .28�-�� �.�������� ����/��� ���� �	 �� ����������	�������� ���� ��� 	���� �/�.������
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22 Procopius, History of the W ars, ed . H . B . D ew in g  (London, 1954) (hereafter Procopius), I.xv .18 .�
“ t5t€ καί Ήβρσών χωρία iv Hepaappeviois 'Ρωμαίοι ίσχον, φρουρών re τό Βώλον καί τύ Φapayyiov καλούμενον, 
'όθβν δι) το χρυσόν Tlipaaı όρνσσοντες βασιλβΐ φερουσι.”

23 Procopius, Ι .χ ν .2 7 -2 9 .
24 On th is poin t see E . S tein , Histoire du Bas-Empire, n  (Paris, 1949), 291-292 .
25 M alalas, p. 477; Stein , n ,  294.
26 T heophanes, Cronographica, ed . C. de B oor, i (Leipzig, 1883), 179. “ αφορμήν δέ eßaXev repi των 

χρυσορυχίων των iv roh Ôpect, 'Appevias, cos -πρώην àvà ταλαντον τώλοΰντων 'Ρωμαίο« re καί Πέρσα«, νυν 
δέ ’Ρωμαίο« pôvoLS τβλούντων”

27 Lazare de Pharbe, in  Collection des historiens anciens et modernes de VArménie, ed. V. Langlois,�
π  (Paris, 1869), 263.

28 G hevond, Histoire des guerres et des conquêtes des Arabes en Arménie, tr. G. V. C hachnazarian �

(Paris, 1869), p. 149.





























































































































































































440 Isidore Glabas and the Turkish Devshirme

bureaucracy.34 T hat three of these texts should have remained generally neg­
lected in connection with our problem for such a long period of time is strange 
indeed, and shows how much can still be gleaned from a careful perusal of the 
sources a t  hand, even though they m ay have long been published.35

The first of these documents is the “Capitulations of Jannina.,, These were 
the term s of conditional surrender which Sinan Pasha offered the city of Jannina 
in 1430 after his trium phant capture and sack of Thessaloniki. The citizens of 
Jannina found these term s satisfactory and accepted them. The text is of interest 
not only from the point of view of the devshirme, bu t also as the earliest recorded 
example of the terms granted by the Turkish conquerors to their subjects in 
the Balkans. A translation of the relevant section follows.

T his is the decree and greeting of Sinan Pasha . . . M ay  you know th at the great lord 
(the sultan) has sent us to  take over the territory and castles of D ucas . . . A nd it  is be­
cause of this th a t I write and tell you to  subm it w illingly and not be deceived in any w ay  
and heed the words of the Franks, because they  do not in any w ay wish to  help you, 
except th a t th ey  w ould destroy you as th ey  destroyed the inhabitants of T hessaloniki. 
And because of these things I swear to  you . . . th a t you shall have no fear, either from  
enslavem ent, or from the taking of your children, or from the destruction of the churches, 
nor shall we build any mosques, but the bells of your churches shall ring as has been the  
custom .36

Here we can note only the clear reference to the devshirme. The document 
carefully distinguishes the tribu te of children (πιασμον παιδιών) from general 
enslavement and the taking of prisoners (αίχμαλωτισμόν) . Further, it refers to 
freedom from this tribute along w ith imm unity of the population from general 
enslavement and assurance of the safety of the churches, as one of the m ajor 
concessions to the conquered. The child tribute was apparently so unpopular a t  
this time th a t the Turks could use it as a strong bargaining factor in the terms 
of conditional surrender which they offered to  the citizens of Jannina.

The second document is generally referred to as the “Capitulations of G a la ta /’ 
M oham m ed I I  granted certain concessions to the Genoese colony a t G alata, much 
as Sinan Pasha did to Jannina, when the Genoese offered him the keys to the 
town during the victorious siege of Contantinople in 1453. A translation of the 
relevant sections follows.37

34 L anger and B lak e, loc. cit.f 504. G ibb and  B ow en , op. cit.y pp . 5 8 -5 9 .
35 K . A m an tos, “ Ή  άνατγνώρισις υπό τών μωαμεθανών θρησκευτικών καί πολίτικων δικαιωμάτων των 

χριστιανών και 6 ορισμός του Σινάν Π ασά,” Ηπειρωτικά Χρονικά, ν  (1980), 197 -210 . M ik losich  and  M ü l­
ler, III, 2 8 7 -291 .

36 K . A m an tos, “ Oi προνομιακοί όρισμοί του Μουσουλμανισμού ύπίρ των Χριστιανών,”  Ελληνικά, IX 
(1936), 119 -120 ; and “ ‘Η άνα-γνώρισις ύπό των μωαμεθανών θρησκευτικών καί πολιτικών δικαιωμάτων καί δ 
όρισμός του Σινάν Πασα,” ’ Κπειροπικά Χρονικά, V (1930), 197-210 . L am pros, “ Ή  Ελληνική ws Επίσημος 
Ύλώσσα τών σουλτάνων,” Néos ‘Έ,λληνομνήμων, (1908), 6 3 -6 4 . T h is te x t  a lone w ould h ave  in va lid a ted  
1438, th e  d a te  furn ished b y  B arth o lom aeu s de Jano, as th e  earliest recorded in stan ce of th e  devshirme. 
T h e reference in  th is  docu m en t im p lies th a t th e  devshirme w as som eth in g  w ith  w hich b o th  T urks and  
G reeks w ere q u ite  fam iliar; h en ce it  w as used as a bargaining p oin t.

37 E. D aileg io  d ’A lessio, “L e te x te  grec du  tra ité  conclu  par les G énois de G alata  avec  M eh m et I I  le  
I er Juin  1453 ,” ‘Ελληνικά x i  (1939), 1 1 5 -124 . K . A m antos, “Oi προνομιακοί όρισμοί του Μουσουλμανισμού
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Angora in 1402 a t the hands of Tim ur. To the weakness of the Balkan states and 
the indifference of the West, one m ust now add this third factor amongst those 
which helped the Ottom ans survive Angora. The institutional foundations of 
the Ottom an Empire had been so securely laid th a t the O ttom ans were able to 
march back on the road to empire after 1402.

The four Greek documents, ranging in dates from 1430 to  1456, show th a t 
the devshirme was com paratively widespread by the second quarter of the 
fifteenth century and th a t it was so feared and disliked by the Christians th a t 
the Turks could use it as a strong bargaining weapon.43
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49 S in ce th is  article  w as w ritten  tw o  im p ortant artic les on th e  devshirme h ave appeared; A. V akalop- 
oulos, “ Προβλήματα τής Ιστοίας του παιδομαζώματος” ‘Ελληνικά, XIII (1954), 27 4 -2 9 3 , and P . W ittek , 
“ D e v ş ir m e  and S A arla ,” Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies, x v i i  (1955), 2 7 1 -278 .

V akalopoulos trea ts  a  num ber of th e  problem s con n ected  w ith  th e  devshirme and g ives references 
to  m o st of th e  im p ortan t second ary literature. A s he  brings h is treatm en t of th e  problem  up to  th e  
eigh teen th  cen tury, he has m entioned  on ly  one of th e  fifteen th-century docu m en ts treated  above, 
i.e ., th e  C apitu lation s o f Jannina.

W ittek  deals w ith  th e  problem  presented b y  th e  app arent in com p atib ility  o f th e  devshirme and th e  
Sheria. T h e  exp lanation  w hich h e  p resents rests on  th e  proposition  th a t n o t all th e  peoples of th e  
B alkans received th e  s ta tu s  of dhimmi (peop le of th e  B o o k ). O nly th o se  nations con verted  to  C hris­
tia n ity  before th e  tim e of th e  Proph et received th e  s ta tu s  o f dhim mi. T h is m ean t in  effect th a t on ly  
th e  G reeks were to  be treated  as dhimmi, w hile  th e  Serbs, B ulgare, and V lachs w ere denied  th is  sta tu s. 
A s a result, W ittek  con tin u es, th e  Turkish  conquerors w ere ab le to  le v y  th e  ch ild  tr ib u te  on th ese  
segm en ts  of th e  B alk an  pop u lation  w ith ou t tech n ica lly  v io la tin g  th e  Sheria. H e  adds th a t  th e  G reeks 
further escaped  th e  child tr ib u te  because th ey  lived  in  th e  c ities  and th e  tr ib u te  w as lev ied  on ly  in  
th e  rural areas.

H ow ever, th e  G reek docu m en ts of th e  la te  fou rteenth  and fifteen th  cen turies w ould  ten d  to  show  
th a t  th e  G reeks of th e  tow n s w ere su b ject to  th e  devshirme. T h e  serm on of Isid ore G labas speaks of 
th e  children tak en  from T h essa lon ik i, w hile th e  cap itu la tion s offered to  th e  in h ab itan ts of Jannina, 
G alata , and  M orea im p ly  th a t  th e  devshirme w as lev ied  in  th e  c itie s  and on th e  G reek pop ulation . In  
fact th e  short n o tice  en titled  Χρονικόν ’Αθηνών, ed . S. Lam pros (L ondon, 1902), p. 86, show s th a t by th e  
beginn ing of th e  six teen th  cen tury th e  devshirme w as lev ied  q u ite regularly in  A thens.
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the Ottoman world, and also the appearance of the devshirme. In all 
three cases the basic factor was the need of the dynasty to obtain o- 
bedient military support against decentralizing and insubordinate forces. 
In the Ummayid period the spread of military slavery corresponded 
with the increase in tribal strife and with the thinning out of the Arab 
ruling class as it was spread out over an increasingly great area. Under 
the Ottomans, slaves were utilized against the internal foes of the dy­
nasty, viz. the timar holders and the tribal groups. But that which dif­
ferentiated the Ottoman system from the earlier Islamic practice was 
the devshirme. The Ottomans did not restrict themselves to obtaining 
slaves by capture, purchase, or gift, but also raised them in the form 
of a tribute taken from their Christian subjects. The author reviews 
the attempts of Palmer and Wittek to explain away the seeming in­
compatibility between the devshirme and the sharia. Palmer had at­
tempted to do so by asserting that the Ottomans considered the taking 
of child tribute as a development of the pencik. Wittek’s explanation 
employs the Shafii principle which differentiated between those peo­
ples already in the category of ahl al-kitab at the time of the prophet 
Muhammud, and those who became ahl al-kitab after the time of the 
prophet. According to Wittek only the former were legitimate dhimmis 
and therefore immune from the child tribute. In the Balkans only the 
Greeks and Jews belonged to this category, hence their children were not 
taken. But Papoulia rightly rejects Wittek’s explanation, as previously 
have other scholars who demonstrated that Greeks were taken in the 
devshirme. In addition she re-emphasizes the fact that the basic mo­
tive for the creation of the devshirme was not proselytizing zeal.

Chapter three concentrates on the rise of the slave institution and 
the devshirme during the fourteenth century, and it is this portion 
which constitutes the central core of the author’s thesis, namely that 
the Janissaries and the devshirme were instituted in the reign of Orhan 
I and the pencik was applied under Murad I. The discussion centers 
about the Byzantine and Ottoman sources, of which only some of the 
former are of the fourteenth century, the latter dating from the mid­
dle of the fifteenth century and after. Still the most important docu­
ment on the devshirme is the sermon (1395) of Isidore Glabas edited 
by Basil Laourdas (1954) from a manuscript of the early fifteenth ���\
�� �(% In addition reference is made by the author to Cantacuzenus and 
Symeon of Thessaloniki (between 1410-1429), who refer to the general 
captivity of Christians and their children. The author brings to our at­
tention a new reference to the devshirme in the last quarter of the four-
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gıılams, a fact which made them powerful above and beyond their own 
official positions. Λ palace school, the gulamhane, is mentioned where 
the gulams were turned over to the babas for their education (Duda, 
242, 330), after which they were often turned over to the various palace 
services for further training under the direction of the older members 
of the slave institution. There is enough material to trace the histories 
of a few of the more important gulams, such as Celaluddin Karatay, 
Aminuddin Mikail, and Hass Oguz. These three individuals, who were 
of Greek origin, rose to high positions in the state, and contributed 
significantly to the cultural and political life of the Seljuk state (Ex­
tremely important in the history of the Seljuk gulams are the vakif 
materials edited by O. Turan, “Semseddin Altun aba vakfiyesi ve ha­
yatı.” Belleten, XI (1947), 197, ff; “Mübarizeddin Er-Tokuş ve vakfi­
yesi,” Belleten, XI (1947), 415 fi; “Celaleddin Karatay vakıfları ve vak­
fiyeleri,” Belleten, XII (1948), 17 if.) These gulams came to the state 
through the customary methods; from the ganimat or law of one-fifth, 
as hostages, as ‘gifts’ from the begs of the borders, etc. Ibn Bibi relates 
that most of the important emirs in the thirteenth century were gulams 
taken from the dar ul-harb (Duda, 328). However the question has been 
raised whether there was not also a form of child tribute amongst the 
Seljuks in Anatolia which was similar to the Ottoman devshirme. The 
Turkish scholars O. Turan [UL’ Islamisation dans la Turquie du moyen 
age” Studia Islam ica , I (1959), 147-150; Türkiye Selçukluları hakkında 
resmi vesikalar (Ankara, 1958), 178] and I. Uzunçarşılî [OsmanlI devle­
ti teşkilatına medhal (İstanbul, 1941), 115-116], have called attention 
to the existence of the iğdiş. This was probably a military corps which 
was composed of Islamized youths taken from their Christian parents 
within the Seljuk domains. Thus, if the conjecture of these Turkish 
scholars is correct, as seems highly likely, something similar to the 
devshirme was already in existence amongst the Seljuks of Rum. There 
are also a few scattered references to the actual taking of children from 
the Christian subjects of the Turks in Anatolia during this early period 
which would tend to reinforce the suggestion that something similar 
to the devshirme existed previous to the Ottomans. Inasmuch as these 
cases have not, as far as the reviewer is aware, been discussed in connec­
t io n  with the devshirme it may not be out of place to mention them 
here. At the end of the eleventh century the Turks took the male 
children of the Greek towns between Dorylaeum and Iconium [Gesta 
Francorum et aliorum Hierosolimitanorum, ed. L. Brehier (Paris, 1924), 
55; Tudebodus, Receuil des historiens des Croisades, Hist. Oc., I ll  (Paris,
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the Janissaries to the reign of Murad I. If one proceded on the premise 
of the author that such deletions are allowable because the texts are 
confusing, the Pandora’s box of deletions would be flung open to the 
whims of any particular point of view. This phrase could legitimately 
form an integral part of any text dealing with the history of institu­
tions and does not necessarily constitute an awkward addition on the 
part of the chroniclers. Anonymous Giese contains the same type phrase 
after the institution of the yaya in the reign of Orhan, stating that 
this body date from the time of Orhan (Anonymous Giese, p. 14 text, 
p. 22 translation).

The author sees a possible support for her thesis in the fact that 
Ibn Batuta upon visiting Antalya in 1333 noted that the emir had a 
body of mamelukes. She remarks, p. 79; “Interessant ist die Angabe 
insoweit, als ein anderen Kleinasiatischer Emir schon im Jahr 1333 eine 
derartige Garde besass. Es fragt sich also, warum wir nicht dasselbe 
fur die Osmanen annehmen sollten, wenn es von einer wichtigen Quel­
le behauptet wird?” Here there seems to be a confusion on the part 
of the author between the usual slave troops and administrators (gu- 
lam, kul, bende, mameluke) and the Janissary corps raised by the dev- 
shirme or by the pencik. As the name implies, Janissaries were a new 
troop of slave soldiers, and it does not seem extreme to assume that the 
Ottomans had slave bodies of sorts before the creation of the Janissa­
ry corps, just as did the ruler of Antalya.In fact Ibn Batuta also saw 
gulams or mamelukes in the retinues of the Muslim rulers of Pirghi, 
Castamon, Sinope, and Kayseri (Ibn Batuta, ed., tr. Defremery and 
Sanguinetti, II, 307, 309, 310-311, 317. In his audience with the emir 
of Pirghi he saw in the reception hall twenty Greek pages clothed in 
silk and with strange coiffures). Al-Umari (ed. F. Taeschner, 25) notes 
their presence in the service of the Germiyanids. In fact there is evi­
dence of sorts that such slaves existed already under both Osman and 
Orhan, prior to the appearance of the Janissaries. When Osman car­
ried on his sieges of the Bithynian cities, he entrusted part of the oper­
ations against Bursa to his slave (kul) Balabancık (Anonymous Giese, 
p. 20 tr., p. 12 text). By the reign of Orhan the Ottoman rulers had a 
well defined personal troop of slaves (Uruc, ed. Babinger, p. 15, kullar; 
Nesri, p. 155, has bendelerü). Though the sources are distant from the 
events which they describe some 150 years, the testimony of Ibn Ba­
tuta as to the presence of such kul amongst other emirates tends to 
confirm the statement of these chronicles. The probability of the ex­
istence of a slave institution prior to the Janissaries amongst the Ot-
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