
�������	�

For example, they could not come to Venice with more than 
four small ships a year and they were not allowed to do any 
business with foreigners in Venice. At the same time, the 
Venetians tried stubbornly to ensure a special and privileged 
situation for their merchants in Dubrovnik but were only 
partly successful.

On the other hand, Dubrovnik profited by some aspects 
of the Venetian domination. The mere presence of Venetian 
ships in the harbor was, no doubt, a considerable contribu­
tion to Dubrovnik’s economic life. The Venetian ships used 
Dubrovnik as a port in which they completed their crews 
before going on to the Levant. They sometimes exchanged 
entire crews upon returning from long eastern trips and 
took provisions before venturing toward the less than hos­
pitable shores of the Ionian and Mediterranean seas. For 
the Venetian war fleets cruising in the Adriatic or going 
to the Levant, Dubrovnik was also an extremely useful 
harbor, especially when, on Venetian orders, an arsenal was 
organized there in 1329. But Dubrovnik profited also from 
Venetian protection of its ships on the seas and in foreign 
ports. In addition, the Ragusans found that Venice was a 
city where it was always relatively easy to recruit specialists 
of all kinds which were greatly needed in Dubrovnik at the 
time. Venice was also a center of information, which the 
Ragusans were always eager to acquire.

More importantly, Venetian diplomatic protection proved 
particularly welcome when the Serbians showed signs of 
aggressi°n  aimed at conquering Dubrovnik and absorbing 
it into their state. Serbia had gone through important devel­
opments in the first two decades of the thirteenth century. In
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1217 its ruler, Grand Zhupan Stephen (1196-c. 1228), ob­
tained the royal crown from the pope and thus became the 
first Serbian king (he is called “Stephen the First Crowned” ). 
At the same time, in 1219, the king’s brother, the able monk- 
diplomat Rastko-Sava Nemanjić, managed to obtain from 
the patriarcate of Nicaea the autonomy of the Serbian church, 
hitherto under the jurisdiction of the archbishopric of 
Okhrida. Sava himself was consecrated in 1219 as autoce­
phalous archbishop of Serbia, and thus the independence of 
the Serbian church was assured.

During the reign of Stephen’s two successors, Stephen 
Radoslav (c. 1228-c. 1234) and Stephen Vladislav (c. 1234- 
43), the tensions between Dubrovnik and Serbia slowly 
mounted as the young Serbian state went through internal 
upheavals. These tensions later culminated in a war between 
Dubrovnik and Serbia in 1252, during the rule of K ing 
Stephen Uroš I (1243-76). This king embarked on a dynamic 
policy of expansion, and the conflict with Dubrovnik was 
almost inevitable. A  number of other wars followed, to be 
ended by 1327-28 with the preservation of Dubrovnik’s inde­
pendence and the establishment of durable good relations 
between the two powers.

It was during these conflicts that Venetian protection 
proved to be very precious to Dubrovnik. The Venetians, 
i ndeed, never let down their proteges. They constantly inter­
vened diplomatically with Serbian rulers and noblemen in 
favor of Dubrovnik. Of course, the Venetian attitude was 
not dictated by sentiment but by realistic political appraisals 
and calculations. The Venetians knew, in fact, that it would 
be very inconvenient for themselves if a vigorous new power
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like Serbia emerged in a major way on the Adriatic and 
obtained a city whose inhabitants were skilled on the sea, 
while Venice would simultaneously lose one of its very 
important bases. For Dubrovnik the main goal was to stay 
independent from Serbia and remain available for the role 
of middleman between East and West, which proved to be 
its true vocation.

Dubrovnik started playing this role in the vastly changed 
world of the thirteenth century on a much larger scale and 
with much more determination than in the previous century. 
In addition to the treaties with Italian cities, Dubrovnik 
established relations in the first part of the century with the 
Despotate of Epirus, as well as with Bulgaria and Thessalo- 
nica. It must be emphasized also that the wars between D u­
brovnik and Serbia in the second half of the thirteenth and 
the beginning of the fourteenth century did not sever the 
commercial and human ties between the two regions. The 
wars, in fact, were only temporary interruptions in an other­
wise steadily increasing flow of contacts of all kinds. Sim­
ilarly, the relations between Dubrovnik and Bosnia were 
excellent. The Bosnian ban, Matej Ninoslav (1232-50) prom­
ised freedom and protection to Ragusan merchants in his 
country.

The interest of the Ragusans in good relations with the 
states of the Balkan hinterland suddenly acquired a new 
dimension toward the middle of the thirteenth century, when 
mining was started at Brskovo, in Serbia. The beginning of 
Serbian mining was largely due to the arrival of German 
miners (Saxons), mainly from Hungary. It spread and 
developed very rapidly in Serbia and in a very short time
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brought new wealth to the Serbian rulers, new power to the 
state, and new and unexpected profits to the Ragusans. For 
the Ragusans, having sensed from the outset all the implica­
tions of the new activity in Serbia, immediately started taking 
part in it. Although the citizens of Kotor (a town belonging 
to Serbia, south of Dubrovnik) played an important part in 
Serbian mining and trade until the second half of the four­
teenth century, the Ragusans established themselves very 
early as the main transporters of Serbian silver, copper, lead, 
iron, and other minerals to the Adriatic. They obtained leases 
on mines and later became owners of many of them. Their 
role in the development of mining in Serbia was extremely 
valuable. They were the chief middlemen in the exportation 
of minerals to the West and thereby stimulated the produc­
tion of the mines in Serbia itself. Also, the increased pros­
perity of Serbia enabled the Ragusans to increase their im­
ports of Western goods to that country.

Of course, all of this trading went through the city of D u­
brovnik and its harbor, and the profits it brought to Dubrov­
nik, through customs fees and in other ways, were immense. 
Very soon merchants and captains of other nationalities 
began taking part in the shipping of minerals to Italy, but 
the Ragusans always retained the leading position in com­
munications with the hinterland. It is hard to exaggerate the 
importance of Serbian and, a little later, Bosnian mining to 
the development of Dubrovnik. The rapid and big profits 
the Ragusans made in their activity as middlemen for the 
Balkan mines, enabled them to quicken the urbanization of 
their city (see Chapter III) and to increase their hygienic 
and cultural standing as well (see Chapters IV  and V ). At
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sion in a new direction, and this offered the basis for its 
spectacular development in the next several centuries. The 
Venetians—-in what seems to be one of the few mistakes they 
ever made in their political and economic calculations—never 
quite grasped the importance of the new activity in the 
Balkans and consequently never took much advantage of it.

It was not always easy, however, for Dubrovnik to preserve 
its contacts and position in the Balkans, particularly in Serbia. 
We have seen that wars between the two states were not rare 
in the second half of the thirteenth century. With the arrival 
of K ing Stephen Uroš II Milutin (1282-1321) on the Serbian 
throne, a new era of Serbian expansion began. This expansion 
was mainly directed toward the southeast, toward the rich 
Byzantine lands, but Milutin did not neglect other areas, 
including those in the vicinity of Dubrovnik. Twice during 
his reign Dubrovnik was at war with Serbia, in 1301-1302 
and in 1317-18. Both times the Ragusans, with Venetian 
help, managed to preserve their independence, and the city 
of Kotor remained Serbia’s main outlet on the Adriatic. 
Milutin’s son, K ing Stephen U roš III Dečanski (132 1-3 1), 
made the last Serbian effort to conquer Dubrovnik, with a 
war waged in 1327-28. But the results for Serbia were not 
better than in the previous attempts, and the Venetians once 
more proved to be unswervingly on the side of Dubrovnik.

After this, Serbian-Ragusan relations changed completely. 
In 1331 the greatest Serbian medieval ruler, K ing—and, from 
1345, Emperor—Stephen Dušan (1331-55), began to govern. 
His orientation and the orientation that he gave to the Ser­
bian state was completely toward the south and southeast. 
Dušan was eager to conquer rich Byzantine lands and cities
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and was fully supported by his nobility. Dušan desired also, 
albeit later, to replace the vacillating Byzantine Empire, torn 
by internal strife and economic weaknesses, with a strong, 
prosperous, and aggressive Serbian state. In the realization of 
this scheme he was very successful. His armies conquered 
not only all of Macedonia to the walls of Thessalonica and 
large portions of Thrace, but also Epirus, Thessaly, and other 
Greek territories. Thus, an empire was formed which 
stretched from the Danube in the north to the Gulf of 
Corinth in the south and from the vicinity of Dubrovnik in 
the west to that of the Maritsa River in the east. But the 
Serbians never took Constantinople and thus never fully 
achieved their ruler’s dream.

Because of his eastern orientation, Dušan was willing to 
neglect his western lands. This can be seen, among other 
things, in his relations with Dubrovnik. Dušan abandoned 
completely his predecessor’s policy of trying to conquer the 
city. On the contrary, he did his best to establish friendly 
relations with the Ragusans. They, of course, were only too 
eager to accept and support such policies. This new atmos­
phere in Serbian-Ragusan relations was manifested most 
clearly in two events: the selling, in 1333, of the peninsula 
of Pelješac, northwest of the city, to the Ragusans by Dušan 
and his personal visit to Dubrovnik in 1350. Pelješac was a 
valuable addition to the small Ragusan territory.

Dušan’s friendship, in general, meant even more. It en­
abled the merchants of Dubrovnik to engage with a new 
sense of security in trading, investments, and other enter­
prises in Serbia. Dusan’s good will can be seen, in particular, 
from the charter that he gave to the city in 1349 an<̂  which
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diplomatic field. Dubrovnik communicated directly with the 
king, with the noblemen in his court, and with the ban o£ 
Croatia, either a Croatian or a Hungarian nobleman. But the 
Ragusan patriciate was completely free to guide its state the 
way it thought best and to shape its international policies 
according to its own evaluation of events and situations. This 
freedom of decision went so far that, through treaties with 
the Hungarian king, Dubrovnik was entitled to carry on 
commerce and to have normal relations with Serbia and 
Venice even if the king waged a war against them.

Dubrovnik was now freed from the limitations imposed 
by the Venetians on its navigation. Contrary to earlier 
opinions, we know today that this did not bring about a 
sudden and big swing in Ragusan trade and investments 
toward the sea. The hinterland trade remained by far pre­
dominant, but the abolition of Venetian-imposed barriers no 
doubt opened up new possibilities. One such opportunity 
came in 1373, when the Ragusans obtained from the pope a 
limited permit for trade with the “ infidels” in Egypt and 
Syria. Some Ragusans had been going into those regions 
already in the thirteenth century, but this was a dangerous 
enterprise because of the papal prohibition of trade with the 
Moslems after the downfall of the Crusaders’ state in Pal­
estine in 1291. In its efforts to obtain this permit from the 
pope, Dubrovnik had the diplomatic support of its overlord, 
the king of Hungary. Obtaining the papal permit, with all its 
limitations, was a considerable success for Ragusan merchants 
because of the richness of the overseas market and the high 
value of goods which could be imported from there. It was 
also proof of the greatly increased Ragusan capacity to navi­
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gate to faraway lands, a fact further confirmed by the many 
permits obtained by individual Ragusan merchants from 
the papal chancellery during the 1370’s and 1380’s for naviga­
tion to “ infidel” lands.

It is important to emphasize the coincidence of this new 
opening of Dubrovnik toward the sea with the beginning of 
troubles in the Balkan peninsula. The situation in that area 
began to decay rapidly for two main reasons: the premature 
and sudden death of the Serbian emperor, Stephen Dušan, 
in 1355 and the beginning of the penetration of the Ottoman 
Turks into Europe. Under Dušan, Serbia had attained the 
peak of its medieval development, and he was the first Euro­
pean ruler to grasp all the significance and the danger in the 
appearance of the Ottomans on European soil. Dušan tried 
to convince the pope, Venice, and other Western powers to 
organize an expedition under his command against the Otto­
mans. A t a time when the Ottomans were only entering 
Europe and were present on a very small scale, Dušan’s plan 
had a good chance of success. But he found no response in 
the West, and his sudden death caused the collapse of his 
plans before they could be put into operation.

The Ottoman danger in the Balkan peninsula started to­
ward the middle of the fourteenth century. During the civil 
war in Byzantium between John V  Palaeologus and John V I 
Cantacuzenus—a war in which Dušan intervened—-the Otto­
mans started crossing the straits into Europe as auxiliary 
troops of the belligerents. Thus in a way the Europeans them­
selves contributed to their later doom, for the Ottomans soon 
crossed into Europe on their own account. Profiting by the 
disarray caused by an earthquake, they conquered the city
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while in Dubrovnik itself there were every day “ Bosnians, 
Serbians, Greeks, Albanians, and men of other nations in 
great numbers.”

Unfortunately, all of this activity did not help the Balkan 
states much. Pressed from the south by the Ottomans, the 
Serbians had to rely increasingly on the Hungarians for 
support and this certainly helped prolong Serbia’s independ­
ence for a while. Also, Ottoman internal strife at the begin­
ning of the century and its consequences, together with 
Ottoman preoccupation with other areas, favored Serbia’s 
survival. But two internal factors helped Serbia retain its 
independence. The mines—particularly at Novo Brdo, with 
its silver mixed with gold—were bringing enormous wealth 
to the Serbian rulers. Also, two of them, Despot Stephen 
Lazare vie (1389, despot from 1402 to 1427) and Despot 
George Branković (1427-56), were men of exceptional ability 
who managed, at least temporarily, to stabilize and even im­
prove the Serbian position. There is no doubt that the role of the 
Ragusans was very important. By serving as middlemen in 
the exportation of Serbian silver and other products to the 
West, they provided the leading source of cash to the Serbian 
rulers and thus contributed to the preservation of independ­
ence. But Serbian freedom, or what was left of it, was 
doomed to destruction.

An important change was made in the Ragusan political 
vocabulary at the beginning of the fifteenth century. The 
usual denomination, the Commune of Dubrovnik, was re­
placed by a new name, the Republic of Dubrovnik. This 
change was connected not only with the increased economic 
and political importance of the city but also with its terri-

52

T
er

ri
to

ry
 o

f 
th

e 
R

ep
ub

lic
 o

f 
D

ub
ro

vn
ik

, 
14

26
-1

80
8



�������	�

,"������=*�$ �"$���$�������,�0� ��$�,-��'�� ,�-��'�"'�,-��'�',��$,-�
(�$,+��� ,-�,� ,-�� ��*+.��(� "'� 3+.�"4$��� ,""�� �, � '�$��� ,����@
,"�����  -�*��� H�"#� ������ ,� ,�#� � 3+.�"4$��� *"  �  ��� ��
$���"0� ,��,(-�"'���$��(������� ,������$�,-���##����,��4�(�$@
�,�� "'� ,-�� (�,�� �$�� ,-�� ,-����  #���� � ��$� � $���.�Q� �"�"S�*��
I"*+��� �$��:�*�$�� )"0���� ,-��#������ "'�,-��,-��,��$,-�(�$@
,+���� ,-�� ��,-��� '��;"+,� � ��$�� "'� I� ,"4"� 0� � ������ ,"� ��;�
�+ �$�*"  �  �"$ ��I�,�����$� �MMM5� �*��4�"+ ���#�$,�"$��5�
3+.�"4$��� ."+�-,� ,-�� *�$�$ +��� "'� ���9���(� '�"#� ,-�� :��.�@
�$ N� �$� ,-�� �M�L? � �,� ,""�� *"  �  �"$� "'� ,-�� �#*"�,�$,� � ��$��
"'� 2 �9�,N� �$�� �$� �M��� ,-�� ���+ �$ � ".,��$��� ���#"�9��� ,-��
 ,��,(-� "'� ("� ,� .�,0��$� � ,����� �$�� ���9���(�� ,-+ � +$�,�$��
,-���� ,����,"��� � ,"� ,-�� $"�,-0� ,�� ) " � ,-��  "+,-�� �$� �J����
3+.�"4$��� �(1+����� *��,� "'� ,-�� ��(-� ����"$� "'� �"$�4��� �$��
�$� �J&��� �',��� ��  ,�+����� 0�,-� $���.�� �" $��$� '�+���� �"�� ��
,-��  �("$�� -��'� "'� ,-�� �����

)-+ �3+.�"4$���.�� �J&��-��� �$���� �=*�$ �"$� "'� �, � ,����@
,"���� 0-�(-� �$("#*�  ��� �**�"=�#�,���� '"�,�;'�4�� #��� � "'�
��$�� '�"#�$"�,-0� ,� ,"�  "+,-�� ,�� �(-��4���#��$��� ,-�"+�-�
*��(�'+�� #��$ � �,� ,-�� �=*�$ �� "'� :��.��� �$�� �" $���� �,� 0� �
�$� �=*�$ �"$� �$,"� ����(+�,+������ *""�� ����"$ �� �=(�*,� '"��
�"$�4����/ �,-�,-���$(�+ �"$�"'��"$�4����-"0�4��������(+�,+���
.�(�#��  "#�0-�,� #"���  ��$�'�(�$,� �$� ,-�� �("$"#�� "'� 3+@
.�"4$����,-"+�-��,�$�4���("+���#�,(-�,-���#*"�,�$(��"'�",-���
�(,�4�,�� ��)- ����*+.��(�"'�3+.�"4$�����,��$���,-��,����,"��� �
".,��$���.�� �J&��0�,-"+,��$,���+*,�"$�+$,����, � �� �**����$(��
�$� �KLK�� �,� � � ��#" ,� �#*"  �.��� ,"� 4�$,+��� �$� � ,�#�,�� "'�
*"*+��,�"$�'"��,-� ��,����,"��� ���,� ��# ���� "$�.���,"��  +#���
-"0�4���� ,-�,� ,-�� (�,�� "'� 3+.�"4$��� �, ��'�� ,"0���� ,-�� �$��
"'�,-�� '�',��$,-�(�$,+���� -��� �."+,���LLL�,"� ��LLL� �$-�.�,�$, �

�J

���	�	��� ���� ������	��

0-���� ,-��0-"��� ,����,"��� "'� ,-�� ��*+.��(� ("$,��$��� *�".�.���
'�"#� &��LLL� ,"� ML�LLL� *�"*���

�$� ,-�� � �� R� � 3+.�"4$��� ,����� ,"� ".,��$� ("$(�  �"$ � '"��
("##��(�� �$� 2"���� .+,� '������� �$�� ,-�$�  +''����� ,-��  �#��
'�,�� �$� �,,�#*,�$�� ,"� ".,��$� �� *��4������ '�"#� ,-�� ��O�$,�$��
�#*��"��� 7"-$� D ����� ,-�"+�-� ,-��  ��4�(� � "'� �4�$� :,"9��"4����
"$�� "'�3+.�"4$��? � ���+ ,��"+ �  "$ � �,� ,-�� ,�#�� � ��� <-�*,���
D � �� #��� � ,-�� ���+ �$ � ���� ".,��$� �$� �#*"�,�$,� ("$@
(�  �"$� '�"#� ,-�� �((�� �� ,�(��� <"+$(��� "'� �� ��� '"�� $�4���@
,�"$� �$�� ,����� �$� ,-�� ��$� � "'� ,-�� 6 �$'���� �8� )-��� �� "�
".,��$��� *��4����� � '�"#� ,-�� ��O�$,�$� � "$��� ,0"� ���� �
.�'"��� ,-�� �"0$'���� "'� <"$ ,�$,�$"*��N� �� ���+ �$� �#.�  �@
�"��9"+�$����� ,"�<"$ ,�$,�$"*��� �$�� ,"� ,-�� ���"*"$$� + � �$�
�J��� �$�� ".,��$��� (-��,�� � 0�,-� *��4����� � '�"#� ,-�� �� ,�
��O�$,�$�� �#*��"��� <"$ ,�$,�$�� \ ��� �$�� '�"#� -� � .�",-�� ��
3� *", � )-"#� � �$�� 3�#�,��+ �� �$� 2"����� B"0�4���� ,-��
��4�$,��� � ���$��� '"�� ,-�� ���+ �$ � 0���� 4����  -"�,;��4���

)-�"+�-"+,�,-��'�� ,�-��'�"'�,-�� '�',��$,-�(�$,+����3+.�"4@
$���("$,�$+����#*"�,�$��'�"#�,-�� �����$ �$",�"$���#�$���� �
.+,� ��4� ,"(��� 0�=�� 0""��� �$�#���  ��$ �� '+� �� �$��  "#�� '""��
� �0�����/ -����,-�����+ �$ ���*,�*��,�"'�,-� ���""� � �$� ,-����
"0$� (�,��� ,-��� �=*"�,��� �� #+(-� ������� *"�,�"$� ,"� ,-�� /� ,�
�$��� �$� *��,�� ,"� ,-�� I�4�$,�� C$� ,-�� ",-��� -�$��� 3+.�"4$���
0� � �=*"�,�$�� ,"� :��.��� �$�� �" $���  ��,� '�"#� ��.�$���� '�"#�
,-�� � ��$�� "'� ����� �$�� '�"#� ,-�� 4�(�$�,�� "'� :,"$�� �$�� �� "�
,�=,��� ��#" ,��� '�"#� �,����� �$� ,-�� '�',��$,-� (�$,+���� 0�,-� ,-��
����,��$(��� ���$�,�����0�,-�,-��-�$,����$���3+.�"4$���'"+$��
�,� ��''�(+�,� ,"�  +**��� ���� ,-�� $�(�  ���� ,�=,��� � '�"#� �,���� �$��
��(����� ,"� "���$�O�� �, � "0$� ,�=,���� *�"�+(,�"$�� �,� 0� � '��,�
,-�,� ,-� � 0"+��� ��.���,�� ,-�� ���+ �$� #����,� '�"#� ��*�$�;

��



�������	�

�$(�� "$� '"����$�� #��$��� )+ (�$�� #��(-�$, � 0-"� 0���� *�"@
4���$�� ,-�� (�,�� 0�,-� #" ,� 0"4�$� #�,����� �� $",� "$��� '�"#�
�,����� .+,��� "� '�"#����*��$�$� �$�H��$(�� �$�� '�"#�H��$��� �

)-� � � �0-��� �$� ,-�� �J&L? �� ���,�"� ��$,������ �$� �,����$� '�"#�
���(�$O��� 0� � �+,-"��O��� �$��  +**"�,��� .�� ,-�� ���+ �$�
�"4��$#�$,��$� ��4��"*�$��,-�� '�� ,� �����; (����,�=,����*�"�+(@
,�"$� �$� 3+.�"4$���� B� � .+ �$�  � �=*�$���� 4���� ��*����� �$��
 +((�  '+����� �$�� -�� 0� �  ""$� 9"�$��� .�� ",-��� ���+ �$� �$��
'"����$� #��(-�$, � �$�� �$,��*��$�+� �� 0�,-� ,-�� �� +�,� ,-�,�
3+.�"4$��� .�(�#�� �$� �#*"�,�$,� (�$,��� '"�� ,-�� 0��4�$�� "'�
'�.��( � � ��� <-�*,��� D �� �� )- �� $�0� �$,��*�� �� ��4�� ,-�� (�,��
�$� ����,�"$����  +. ,�$,���� �("$"#�(� ."" ,�� )- �� $���� '"�� ��0�
#�,����� �  -��*��� �$(��� ���� *��,�(+������ '"�� 0""��� �$�� <�,@
���$�#��(-�$, � ,��,���.��$��$��:*�$� -�0""��,"�3+.�"4$����
� �$+#.���"'�,-�#� �,,�����$�,-��(�,���$��*�������$��#*"�,�$,�
�"��� �$� �, � ��'��� � ,� ,-��  �#�� ,�#��� ,-� � �(,�4�,�� �,,��(,��� ����@
,�"$��� :��4�(� #�$*"0��� '�"#� $���.�� ��$� � ,"� 3+.�"4$����
,-+ � '+�,-���  ,��$�,-�$�$�� ,-�� ��$� � .�,0��$� ,-�� (�,�� �$��

,-��-�$,����$��
�,�  -"+��� $",� .�� �  +#���� -"0�4���� ,-�,� (��', � ��4��"*���

�$� 3+.�"4$��� "$��� �,� ,-� � ,�#��� )-���� � � #�$,�"$� "'� (��', @
#�$� �$�� ,-���� �(,�4�,�� � �$� ,-�� ������ ,� ��(-�4���.""� � '"+$���
,-" �� ��,�$�� '�"#� ,-�� �$�� "'� ,-�� ,-��,��$,-� (�$,+���� ��� ,-��
'�� ,� -��'� "'� ,-�� '�',��$,-� (�$,+���� (��', #�$� 0���� "���$�O���
�$,"� �+��� � $�#��� �',��� ,-�� *�,�"$�  ��$, � "'� ,-�� (��', ��
)-�"+�-"+,� ,-�� '"+�,��$,-� (�$,+��� ,-���� 0���� �$(��� �$��
$+#.�� � "'� ��,� �$ �� � �0���� � � �� ��"0�$��4����,�� "'� (��', � �$�
3+.�"4$���� �#"$�� ,-�� (��', � 0����  -�*.+����$��� #� "$����
(��*�$,����  -"�#���$��� �$�� ,�$$�$��� )-���� �� "� 0����  "#��
#"��; *�(����O��� '��,��$�,�� �� '"�� �=�#*���� ,-�,� '"�� ("���

� �

���	�	��� ���� ������	��

'� -��#�$� �$�� "$�� �,� ��� ,� �$� 0-�(-� �"��;� �$��  ��4�� #�,- �
0���� "���$�O���� � ��� "'� ,-�#� ("$,�$+��� ,"� ��4��"*� �$��
*�" *����$�,-��'�',��$,-�(�$,+����.+,� "#��.�(�#��*��,�(+������
*�"#�$�$,5,-��'��,��$�,�� �"'�,�=,����*�"�+(�� ��  -�*.+����� ��
 ��4�� #�,- �� �$�� *��$,�� �� '"�� �=�#*���

I�����$+#.�� �"'��"+$��#�$� '�"#� ,-�� �����$� -�$,����$��
0���� ("$ ,�$,��� ("#�$�� ,"� 3+.�"4$��� �$�� 0"���$�� ,-����
0�,-� �"(��� ��,� �$ �� ,-+ � ���$�$��  ���� � 0-�(-�  "#�� "'� ,-�#�
�$,�"�+(����$�,-����$�,�4������"$ �0-�$�,-�����,+�$����B"0@
�4���� #" ,� "'� ,-�� 0"���� � ��#��$��� �$� 3+.�"4$���� � ,� ,-��
 �#�� ,�#��� ���+ �$� (��', #�$� 4���� '��1+�$,��� 0"����� '"��
�" $��$��$��:��.��$��+��� � �$��'�+�����"�� N�  "#�,�#� � ,-���
�4�$�0�$,�,"��" $���"��:��.���,"�*��'"�#�,-����9". ��)-� �0� ��
.��"$�� �$�� �"+.,�� �$",-��� 0��� �$� 0-�(-� 3+.�"4$��� �(,���
4���� + �'+���� � � �� ��$�� �$� ,-�� ,��$ #�  �"$� "'� �$'�+�$(� � .�@
,0��$� 	� ,� �$�� /� ,�� �$� ����,�"$�� 0�,-� ,-���� �$(��� �$��
0���,-�� �����$� $".��#�$� *+�(-� ��� #�$�� �+=+��� �,�# � ��@
��(,��� '�"#� /� ,��$� ��,� �$ �� *��,�(+������ �"�� #�,- �� ��,-���
�$�3+.�"4$���"��0�,-� ���+ �$� �$,��4�$,�"$��H"��� �$�  *�,�� "'�
,0"� #�9"�� ("$'��(, � 0�,-� �" $��$� *",�$,�,� � ����" ��4�
��4�"4�(� �$� �JML;M&� �$�� ,-�� B��O��"4�$��$� �+���� :,�*-�$�
D +�S��;�" �S����$��J��;�J���,-��("$,�(, �.�,0��$�3+.�"4$���
�$�� ,-�� �����$�  ,�,� � ("$,�$+��� +$�$,���+*,��� +$,��� �� ("#@
*��,��(-�$��� ,""��*��(�� �$� ,-�� �����$� *"��,�(���  �,+�,�"$�

)-� � '�,�'+�� (-�$���� 0� �� "'� ("+� ��� .�"+�-,� �."+,� "$(��
#"��� .�� ,-�� C,,"#�$� )+�� �� :+�,�$� 2"-�##��� ��� � �J � �; �
K���� �##����,���� +*"$� ,���$�� "4��� ,-�� �"4��$#�$,� "'� -� �
("+$,���� �#.������ "$� �� *"��(�� "'� ("$1+� ,�� )-�� C,,"#�$ �
.�� ,-� � ,�#�� -��� *+ -��� � � '��� $"�,-� � � ,-�� 3�$+.��� �" $����
�$��<�"�,����.+,�,-��� ,����-���$",����#�$�,���,-����#$�$, �"'

��



DUBROVNIK

Christian states behind them. Mohammed decided to take 
care of this before proceeding farther north, toward new 
conquests. By 1453 the Ottomans had taken Constantinople, 
thus abolishing the Byzantine (Eastern Roman) Empire 
after it had existed for 1,100 years. In 1459 the Ottomans did 
not have much trouble in conquering the last Serbian fortress, 
Smederevo, on the Danube, thus abolishing the Serbian 
medieval state. Next year they occupied the Peloponnesus, 
eliminating the last Byzantine despotates there, and at the 
same time also took the Greek Trebizond Empire in northern 
Asia Minor. In 1463 the Ottomans defeated the Bosnians, 
killed the last Bosnian king, and did away with the Bosnian 
medieval state. Two years later the conquerors occupied 
almost all of Herzegovina—a territory which had been a 
special political unit within the Bosnian kingdom since the 
first half of the fifteenth century—and became the direct 
neighbors of the Republic of Dubrovnik. In 1481 the sultan 
took the last remnants of Herzegovina, and finally, in 1499, 
the Ottomans conquered what was left of Zeta.

Thus, from the 1460’s on, Dubrovnik was confronted with 
complete Ottoman domination in the Balkans, and the Turk­
ish army was on Ragusan borders. Fortunately for the Ra- 
gusans, they had realized much earlier that this would happen 
and had established relations with the Ottomans. The first 
official political contacts began in 1392, with Ragusan at­
tempts to negotiate with Sultan Bayazed I (1389-1402) 
guarantees for their commerce in the Balkans, which they 
managed to obtain in 1396. After that, contacts continued on 
and off, and the Ragusans intensified their search for a
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#�%��� �	���%	  with the Ottomans after the Varna disaster 
in 1444.

In 1447 the Ragusans negotiated a treaty with the Turks 
which permitted them free commerce in the Balkans, but in 
1458 a new and very important development took place. The 
Ottomans had insisted that the Ragusans pay them a yearly 
tribute, and Dubrovnik had tried to avoid this by all means, 
because paying this tribute could have placed the city in the 
position of an Ottoman vassal. However, after the downfall 
of Byzantium and in 1456 the death of the Serbian despot, 
George Brankovic, and with the will and ability of the new 
sultan clearly shown, Dubrovnik decided, with a heavy heart, 
to begin paying tribute to the Ottomans in 1458. A t the time 
it consisted of a relatively small amount of money, only 
1,500 ducats, and presents to the Turkish dignitaries, but 
during the next two decades the amount of the tribute grew 
steadily until finally, in 1481, it was fixed at 12,500 ducats a 
year. From then on, this tribute was paid annually to the 
Ottoman sultans. From the point of view of political reality, 
it can be said that the year 1481 marks the beginning of the 
Ottoman protection of Dubrovnik, although the protection 
of the king of Hungary and Croatia died out only after the 
battle of Mohacs in 1526 in which the Ottomans defeated 
the Hungarian army and killed the king. With a brief inter­
ruption in 1684—when Dubrovnik had hoped for protection 
from the Austrians—the Ragusans remained faithful to their 
obligations toward the Ottomans until 1808.

The Ottomans allowed the Ragusans to carry on their 
activities in the conquered Balkan lands, and Dubrovnik
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greatly benefited by such concessions (see Conclusion). A t 
the same time, the city established excellent relations with the 
Aragonese kingdom in southern Italy in the second half of 
the fifteenth century; it was sympathetic to the efforts of 
Pope Pius II to organize a new crusade against the Turks, as 
well as to the brave struggle of George Kastriotes Scanderbeg 
in Albania and of the Hungarian and Croatian king, 
Matthias Corvinus, in the north, against the Ottomans. But 
the Ragusans were experienced statesmen and political real­
ists, and they knew that all these efforts were too few and too 
small to make any fundamental change in the situation in the 
Balkans. They were firmly convinced that, by preserving 
their position in the Balkans through their arrangements 
with the Ottomans, they were doing the only reasonable and 
positive thing that could be done under the circumstances. 
And, indeed, by managing to keep the role of middleman 
between the Balkans and the West, even under Turkish 
domination, Dubrovnik continued to prosper and to make 
a valuable contribution to European development as a whole.
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III

The Building of the City

V isitors to Dubrovnik, both yesterday and today, have 
found it to be one of the most beautiful cities in the 
world. A  special combination of natural setting and human 

endeavor has little by little created the city that exists today, 
with its magnificent walls, its monumental churches, its 
elegant palaces, and its peculiar, unique vistas. The city was 
shaped through hundreds of years of extraordinary human 
efforts, accompanied by natural phenomena, primarily earth­
quakes, which often changed human projects and destroyed 
human achievements. As much as the natural setting of 
Dubrovnik has been one of its great assets, it also has been 
one of its great handicaps throughout history.

When the refugees from Epidaurus settled on the high 
rock above the sea in the seventh century, they were, in 
fact, on a small island separated from the mainland by a 
shallow sea channel. On the other side of the channel there 
was the slope of the mountain Srdj, rising from sea level up 
to about 1,400 feet. Because of the proximity of Slavs, it is 
not surprising that the refugees wanted to fortify their posi­
tion on the rock as soon as they could. Unfortunately, for
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