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More than 2000 years have passed since
then, but the name Macedonia has been pre-
served in the memory of all mankind. It's
territory is not large (approximately 60,000 sq.
kilometers). It consisted of valleys of the
three maijor tributaries of the Aegean-Varder,
Struma and Mesta and had natural sea and
mountain borders. To the east the Rhodopes
and Rilla, where to the north Karadag, also
called the Skoplje Cherna Gora with the Shar
mountain, to west the Albanian mountains
and the Greek Pindus and Olympus.

From the ethnographical point of view, -
Macedonia is a continuous Slavic territory,
pierced by small ones are: Turks, Greeks,
Albanians, Wallachs, Spanish Jews and
Gypsies. The majority of the local Slavs, with
the except of an insignificant Serbian colony,
have always been considered as a branch of
the Bulgarian people.
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I. IN OHRID AND ITS VICINITIES TALE ONE

Itis unbelievable: of all Slavic lands, Macedonia and Czechoslovakia,
which joined hands for a great cultural cause, at the very dawn of our
histories today are completely alienated. Our relations date as far
back as the year 863, thanks to the Equal-to-the-Apostles Saints Cyril
and Methodius, and their disciples Clement and Nahum.

These ties are now being renewed, not till a thousand years later,
thanks again to the Macedonians. But instead of the Slavic Lithurgy,
now they employ different means, which are more consistent with ou
umes. First, they tried to glue together the damaged cause, using
Turkish honey and “rakhat lokoum”’ (a relaxing Turkish delight and
a stickey eastern sweet), then they used sheep’s guts, which were sold
partly to the sausage makers, for the production of sausages, and
partly to the string producing factories, which pleased the
harebrained idealists too. All the time, the Ohrid lake offers us
otherwise tempting necklaces, made of artificial pearls, which might
sooner stand for Czech-Macedonian cooperation, since for their pro-
duction our town of [ablonets supplies glass scales, as silvery and opal
as the scales of the small fish (Alburnus belvica), and Ohrid is already
full of them. But I feel that in this way, the cause will not be led ofTin a
false and artificial direction, despite the fact, that we have sufficient
guantities of artificial pearls.

In 1925, the Czech-Macedonian relations embarked on the third,
essentially new period, and our sympathies turned into actions. First
of all, Dr. J. Komarek arrived there, to study his namesakes*, which
wogether with tropical malaria caused many evils, and secondly, I

w'x Coeck Komarek means mosquito.






