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BEFORE TH E  F IR S T  W O R L D  WAR

BALKAN FRONTIER CHANGES INVOLVING MACEDONIA 

A. On the eve of the Russo-Turkish war
b . Bulgarian frontier proposed by treaty of San Stefano, 1878
c. Treaty of Berlin, 1878
D . Line proposed for partition of Macedonia in Serbo-Bulgarian 

agreement of 1912
E. Treaty of Bucharest, 1913, and treaty of Neuilly, 1920
F. Boundary of Macedonian People’s Republic set up within Yugo­

slavia after Second World War
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BE T W E E N  T H E  TWO WARS

garian-Yugoslav Mixed Commission met at Pirot and reached 
partial agreement on properties lying on both sides of the frontier, 
and on other lesser questions, but disagreed on the width of a 
proposed neutralized frontier zone from which all suspected 
Macedonian revolutionaries were to be banned. The Bulgarians 
insisted that 500 metres was sufficient, but the Yugoslavs wanted 
a much deeper zone.

In spite of this difference, a form of agreement was concluded 
at Pirot. But in April the Croat extremist, Ante Pavelic (later an 
accomplice in King Alexander’s murder, and later still head of 
the puppet Croat State created in 1941) paid a public visit to 
Sofia, as the guest of the National Committee of Macedonian 
Refugees. He was enthusiastically acclaimed—obviously as an 
enemy of Yugoslavia—and was even received by the Govern­
ment. This visit caused great excitement in Yugoslavia, and the 
Yugoslav Government protested in Sofia and postponed ratifica­
tion of the Pirot Agreement. However, further meetings were 
held in Pirot in September, and a new agreement was concluded 
and came into force in November 1929, after which a Mixed 
Commission met in Sofia.

I.M .R.O. celebrated the Pirot Agreement by attacking the 
Orient Express between Tsaribrod and the Bulgarian frontier on 
23 November. This provoked another Yugoslav protest. And, 
although I.M .R.O. was now devoting rather more energy to its 
internal blood-feuds than to terrorism in Yugoslavia, relations 
between Yugoslavia and Bulgaria remained strained until 1933.

King Alexander then made a fresh conciliatory gesture. When 
King Boris passed through Belgrade in September 1933, King 
Alexander greeted him at the station. It was the first time the 
two Kings had met since the First World War. Then at the 
beginning of October King Alexander visited Boris at his Black 
Sea home at Euxinograd. In December King Boris, with Queen 
Ioanna and the Bulgarian Prime Minister, Nikola Mushanov 
(who had taken office three months after Liapchev’s defeat in 
19 31, but had carried on the policy of tolerance of I.M .R.O.), 
were welcomed in Belgrade. Yet when the Balkan Pact was 
initialled in Belgrade by Yugoslavia, Greece, Turkey, and 
Roumania in February 1934, Bulgaria stood apart. To have 
joined the Pact would have meant abandoning her Macedonian 
claim.
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BETW EEN THE T W O  WARS

and Bulgaria, though very far from friendly, were seldom as 
tense as were Bulgarian-Yugoslav relations. To operate success­
fully in Greece, I.M .R.O. would have required a friendly Slav 
population close to Bulgaria’s borders; but it could have no hope 
of gaining local support from Greeks. So although in the early 
years after the First World War I.M .R.O. tried to organize 
resistance in Greek Macedonia as well as in Yugoslav Macedonia, 
it soon concentrated on the latter.

In June 1922 Greece joined with Yugoslavia and Roumania 
in the joint representations made to the Stambulisky Govern­
ment over komitadji raids.

A  much more serious clash came in October 1925, when 
General Pangalos was dictator in Greece. After a frontier incident 
in which a Greek soldier was shot, Greek troops crossed the 
border at Kula and shelled the nearby Bulgarian town of Petrich. 
The local I.M .R.O. ‘militia’ mobilized, obtained arms from 
Bulgarian army depots, and resisted the Greeks. On 24 October, 
three days after the first clash, the League of Nations ordered the 
Greeks to suspend hostilities; after a little more firing the Greeks 
withdrew from Bulgarian soil five days later.1 A  League of 
Nations Commission of Inquiry found that Greece had violated 
the League Covenant and ordered her to pay £45,000 indemnity 
to Bulgaria. A scheme for neutral supervision of the Bulgarian- 
Greek frontier under Swedish officers was agreed.

In 1930, on the initiative of Venezelos, an attempt was made 
to draw Bulgaria into the orbit of talks which had then been 
proceeding for some time about the possibility of a Balkan Pact. 
A  Balkan Conference of Albanian, Bulgarian, Greek, Yugoslav, 
Roumanian, and Turkish representatives met in Athens in Octo­
ber. The Macedonian problem was deliberately excluded from 
the agenda. However, outside the conference-room Venezelos 
told Bulgarian journalists, in an interview, that a settlement of the 
‘minorities problem’ was one of the essential conditions for a 
Balkan Federation.2 This unofficial half-promise was never 
followed up in practical terms; so that Bulgaria stayed outside 
the Balkan Pact when it was concluded four years later.

In the nineteen-thirties, attempts at rapprochement between 
Bulgaria and Yugoslavia almost inevitably caused nervousness in

1 Swire, Bulgarian Conspiracy, p. 202.
2 Survey of International Affairs 1930> p. 150.
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population in the areas in which it wished to operate, it turned 
more and more to terrorist acts, assassinations, and bomb out­
rages. Its political strategy, in so far as it had one, was to keep 
Macedonia in such a state of unrest that news of it constantly 
appeared in the world press. By this means it presumably hoped 
that the great Powers would eventually be convinced that unless 
they re-drew the Balkan frontiers, Macedonia would be the 
starting-point for a fresh war.

It is true that the obvious legitimate channel for any Mace­
donian complaint, through the League of Nations, was blocked 
by Yugoslavia’s refusal to admit the existence of a ‘Bulgarian’ or 
‘Macedonian’ minority. But such appeals, even if heard, could 
never have been of profit to I.M .R.O .: if, through League of 
Nations intervention, the demands of the Macedonians of Yugo­
slavia and Greece had been satisfied, I.M .R.O. would have lost 
its reason for existence.

I.M .R.O .’s degeneration was above all due to the fact that 
though it was efficiently organized it lacked, in the inter-war 
period, any clear-cut political aims and had no serious economic 
or social ideas other than the catch-phrases of Macedonian 
revolution and liberation. So it had no very solid appeal to the 
Macedonian population; and it easily slipped into serving merely 
as a semi-official branch of the Bulgarian secret police. Above all, 
it suffered from a fatal ambiguity over the question whether it 
was aiming at Macedonian autonomy or at annexation to Bul­
garia. All these factors facilitated its internal divisions and its 
self-destruction by gang warfare between rival groups. Its last 
leader, Ivan Mihailov, was in fact a killer and a gangster on a 
large scale, not a revolutionary.

These internal weaknesses meant that I.M .R.O ., from 1918, 
or perhaps from 19x3, till 1934, derived its strength far less from 
its own resources than from its outside backers. First, it was useful 
to Italy, who wished to prevent the consolidation of Yugoslavia; 
second, it was useful to King Boris of Bulgaria, who had a strong 
dynastic interest in preventing a South Slav union which would 
either have swept away both the Yugoslav and Bulgarian royal 
houses, or, less probably, would have left the Yugoslav King as 
the sole survivor. Finally, given the bitter internal feuds and 
divisions of Bulgarian political life, it was easy for I.M .R.O . to 
find support in one or other political party or pressure group. So
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frontiers in the Balkans, though they had torn into pieces the living 
bodies of a number of nations, violently forcing them into the artificial 
boundaries of the imperialist Balkan States, submitting them to a 
regime of fierce national oppression and increased exploitation, is a 
challenge to all these nationalities which are struggling for freedom, 
Dobrudja, Bukovina, Transylvania, Croatia, and Slovenia, Mace­
donia and Thrace, which remained in the hands of their oppressors, 
have become the victims of the false peace, the preservation of which 
is solemnly promised by the Balkan Pact.1

Thus up till 1934, Communist policy in the Balkans, and over 
the Macedonian question, was strongly revisionist. There are 
negative indications that by the following year, in view of the 
rise of Nazi Germany as the great revisionist Power, and also as 
the great anti-Communist Power, this policy was quietly placed 
in cold storage. As regards Macedonia, little was heard of Vlahov 
after 1934.

It is also interesting that there was little trace of the Balkan 
Communist Federation itself after 1930, when it issued an appeal 
for funds to the ‘Working Emigrants from the Balkans in Europe, 
America, and Australia’ . (Although there are a good many Mace­
donian emigrants in the United States, the appeal made no 
mention of Macedonia).2

At its 1929 conference, the Federation had made what was 
perhaps a last attempt to enforce discipline, through the Comin­
tern, on the member parties—that is, probably, the Greek and 
Yugoslav Parties. It declared that the decisions of the Executive 
Bureau of the Balkan Communist Federation on Balkan questions 
were binding on all the Communist Parties of the Balkans. In 
case of differences between the Executive Bureau and the in­
dividual Communist Parties, the Enlarged Committee of the 
Comintern was to decide the matter.3 This was, of course, the 
type of procedure used in August 1941 to settle the dispute be­
tween the Yugoslav and Bulgarian Communist Parties over 
Macedonia, when the Comintern was called in to arbitrate. 
There seems no available evidence that it was used in the years 
following 1929; and it seems likely that the influence of the Balkan 
Communist Federation was then already waning, and that the 
Federation itself ceased to function sometime between 1930 and 
1935.

1 I.P .C ., 4 May 1934.
2 ibid. 23 January 1930.
3 ibid. 17 May 1929.
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mediately. The Yugoslav Party’s Central Committee at once 
addressed a letter to the ‘enslaved peoples of Yugoslavia’ : ‘Now 
the hour has struck for the struggle for your liberation from the 
Fascist oppressor. . . The struggle of the Soviet Union is your 
struggle. . . Your struggle is in the fighting ranks of the working 
class.’ 1 Three days later, Tito, in the name of the Central Com­
mittee, sent a special letter to the Macedonian Regional Com­
mittee of the Yugoslav Communist Party (which Sharlo had 
nominally dissolved), denouncing Sharlo. The letter said: ‘The 
behaviour of the old Bulgar [i.e. Sharlo] . . .  is not only anti- 
Party, but also counter-revolutionary.’ After enumerating his 
sins, the letter said that the Yugoslav Party’s Central Committee 
relieved him of his duties as member of the Regional Committee 
for Macedonia and excluded him from the Party. Finally, the 
letter called on the Macedonians to carry out universal sabotage 
and immediately to start organizing partisan detachments, ‘be­
cause the struggle of the U .S.S.R . is our struggle’ .2

Sharlo refused to take this lying down. On 2 Ju ly he issued 
his own leaflet, headed ‘To the Macedonian people, on guard’. 
In this he declared that the Macedonians must give nothing to the 
German and the Bulgarian Fascists. ‘Full boycott! There must 
be no war against the Red Army; you must surrender and go over 
to the side of the Red Army! Long live the great and glorious 
U .S.S.R .! Long live free Soviet Macedonia!’ The leaflet was 
signed ‘The Regional Committee of the Workers Party of Mace­
donia’ .3 Thus Sharlo omitted any reference to the Yugoslav 
Party, and adopted the term ‘Workers’ Party’ which was used by 
the Bulgarian Communist Party.

This leaflet was anathema to the Yugoslav leaders for two 
reasons. First, it did not call for armed struggle, but only ‘boy­
cott’ and surrender to the Red Army. Next, it used the slogan 
‘free Soviet Macedonia’, a conception presumably unrelated to 
Yugoslavia and akin to the old Comintern line of 1924.

Tito took the bull by the horns. Some time in July, he sent a 
letter to the Central Committee of the Bulgarian Party, com­
plaining strongly of its attempt to get control of the Party 
organization in Yugoslav Macedonia and of its support of Sharlo,

MACEDONIA, 1941-9

1 Mojsov, p. 99.
s ibid. p. 105.
3 ibid. pp. 10 1, 103.
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Kolishevski’s committee. On n  October the detachments first 
clashed with the occupation forces—the date is now regarded 
by Yugoslav Communists as a ‘historic turning-point’ in Mace­
donian history. The results were, however, disastrous. The 
Kumanovo detachment was destroyed, reprisals and punitive 
expeditions followed, and those who opposed partisan warfare 
were strengthened.1 However, the Macedonian Regional Com­
mittee of the Yugoslav Party met in Skoplje in November and 
decided that new partisan detachments should immediately be 
formed.3 Nevertheless they sagely proposed that the ‘base of the 
national rising’ should be moved to western Macedonia, which 
was under Italian, and therefore less rigorous, occupation. But 
immediately after the meeting Kolishevski and other members of 
the Regional Committee fell into the hands of the police,3 and 
were imprisoned. Balgaranov immediately came forward and 
took control of the relics of the Regional Committee, which 
reverted to the Sharlo line.4

So at the end of the second round, the Bulgarian Party was 
left in sole, if illegal and temporary, possession of the field. The 
Yugoslav Party had suffered a very severe setback, from which it 
did not begin to recover until February 1943. The ramp Regional 
Committee, under Balgaranov’s influence, decided in December 
1941 to disperse the surviving Prilep partisan detachment and to 
suspend work on the creation of fresh detachments.5 At the 
beginning of 1942 something of a crisis arose over the Bulgarian 
Government’s decision to carry out mobilization to recruit troops 
for the occupied territories. The Macedonian Regional Com­
mittee, in a letter to the Bulgarian Party Central Committee, at 
first called for sabotage of the mobilization and for ‘flight to the 
woods’ , that is, to the partisans. But it was reproved by the 
Bulgarian Party for its ‘incorrect attitude’ , and in January 1942 
accepted the Bulgarian Party’s line that Communists should if 
necessary enter the army, in order to ‘maintain contact with the 
masses’ .6

In his political pronouncements, Balgaranov continued to use 
the slogan ‘Free Macedonia’ , presumably meaning a Macedonia 
independent of Yugoslavia. He signed his leaflets merely ‘The

1 Mojsov, p. 1 15 .  8 ibid. p. 1 18 . “ ibid.
1 ibid. p. 119 . 5 ibid.
6 ibid. p. 134; Vukmanovic’s speech to Yugoslav Communist Party’s Fifth 

Congress, 20 December 1938.
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Regional Committee of the Communist Party’ , without any 
reference to the Yugoslav Party. When, in the course of 1942, 
there was a renewed move for the creation of partisan units, he 
revised the earlier Bulgarian line to a certain extent, but said 
that the units should be limited to ten or fifteen men, should 
concern themselves mainly with political work among the people 
and preparations for a general rising, and should avoid provoking 
counter-action by the occupying forces.1 These limitations were 
of course quite contrary to Tito’s general policy, and were close 
to the Bulgarian Party’s current directive. They were, however, 
if anything in advance of Bulgarian policy: in August 1942 a 
circular letter of the Bulgarian Party still called primarily for 
‘mobilization of the Party forces’ , sabotage, and prevention of 
delivery of supplies to the Germans.2

It was not until the beginning of 1943 that Tito again tried 
to retrieve the position in Macedonia. On 16 January he sent a 
letter to the Macedonian Regional Committee. He said:

It must be clear to you that the national liberation struggle is the 
significant form through which will be decided the question of the 
existence, freedom, and independence of all the peoples, and equally 
of the Macedonian people. . . The question of the securing of the 
unhampered development after the war of all the peoples, and equally 
of the Macedonian people, and the securing of future peace, is incon­
ceivable without the brotherhood and equality of the peoples. Only 
under these conditions can the question of self-determination have 
real meaning.3

Tito went on to reprove ‘an outworn and liberal attitude to­
wards autonomist tendencies of a national character’ (an obvious 
reference to the traditional pro-Bulgarian ‘autonomist’ solution). 
‘The posing of the question of “ autonomy”  or alleged specific 
Macedonian conditions falls outside the framework of our stand­
point’ , he added. He stressed the leading role of the Yugoslav 
Communist Party in the ‘united struggle for the liberation of all 
our peoples’ , and said: ‘You must not be afraid to emphasize 
openly the cause of our Party.’1

This somewhat abstract message was obviously meant to con­
vey that Tito was prepared to grant ‘self-determination’ to Mace-

1 Vukmanovic, loc. cit.
2 Mojsov, p. 145. It is interesting to view this dispute over the mobilization 

problem in the light of the attitude to it taken in the 1929 resolution of the 
Balkan Communist Federation (see p. 7 1, above).

8 Mojsov, p. 150. 4 ibid. pp. 168, 173.
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MACED ON IA

remains true to the principle of the full equality of all its peoples’ .1 
Thus the Yugoslav connexion was formally endorsed by a body 
claiming to represent the Macedonian people.

In the same month, the first Macedonian divisions of the 
National Liberation army were formed; and in the following month, 
the first Macedonian Corps. As Bulgaria’s collapse approached, 
the Macedonians were able to disarm a number of Bulgarian 
army units. By this time they had also stimulated the Pirin 
Macedonians, in Bulgaria, to action, and several Pirin Mace­
donian partisan units had been formed, working in close liaison 
with the Yugoslav Macedonian units.

This was the situation when, on 9 September, the Fatherland 
Front seized power in Bulgaria, and the Bulgarian army changed 
sides and was ordered to join with the Yugoslav partisans in 
attacking the Germans, then retreating from Greece. Many of 
the Yugoslav Macedonians apparently thought that the moment 
had already come for the immediate incorporation of Pirin 
Macedonia in their own newly formed political unit. Their first 
step was to try to incorporate the Pirin Macedonians militarily. 
The Pirin Macedonians seem to have responded readily: they 
disarmed the sentries of a Bulgarian army divisional depot, 
seized weapons, and formed a ‘Macedonian Brigade’.2

The Fatherland Front and the Bulgarian Communist Party 
were evidently seriously alarmed. They were not prepared to let 
Pirin Macedonia go by default, which would have been a dis­
astrous blow to their prestige in Bulgaria. The Bulgarian radio, 
in the name of the Fatherland Front Government, proclaimed the 
Macedonian people’s right to self-determination, but made no 
reference to the Anti-Fascist Council of National Liberation of 
Macedonia or to Yugoslavia. As Tempo said later: ‘It appeared to 
us that the leaders of the Bulgarian Communist Party closed their 
eyes to the facts and yearned for some change of the decision 
taken at the first session of A.S.N.O.M . proclaiming a Mace­
donian People’s Republic within the Yugoslav Federation’ .3

Tito himself was apparently opposed to moving too fast over 
Pirin Macedonia. Soon after 9 September he met Dobri Terpe- 
shev, the new Bulgarian Commander-in-Chief, and discussed

1 Mojsov, p. 197.
* Speech by Georgi Madolev, Pirin Macedonian delegate to Bulgarian 

Communist Party’s Fifth Congress, 21 December 1948.
8 Mojsov, pp. 220—1; Vukmanovic, loc. cit.
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had contained some ‘Serbisms’ (although the Macedonian 
leaders later decided that the dialects of the Bitolj-Veles area were 
a better basis, so that their literary language became more akin 
to Bulgarian). In any case, the Bulgarian leaders felt that there 
was something artificial and ‘invented’ about this Macedonian 
cultural drive.

At the same time, it is most unlikely that the teachers and book­
sellers from the Macedonian People’s Republic confined them­
selves to strictly cultural work. They would have been less than 
human, or less than Macedonian, if they had not seized a golden 
opportunity for eulogizing life in the People’s Republic and Tito’s 
Yugoslavia. Moreover, their propaganda seems to have had a 
good deal of success among the Pirin Macedonians.

The Bulgarian Communists’ feelings about the teachers and 
booksellers were not publicly disclosed until after the break 
between Yugoslavia and the Cominform. Then they were ex­
pressed in forcible terms. Georgi Dimitrov, addressing the Fifth 
Congress of the Bulgarian Party on 19 December 1948, accused 
the Yugoslavs of attempting to incorporate the Pirin region in 
advance of South Slav federation, and said:

Our country, in good faith, allowed a great number of Macedonian 
teachers and booksellers to come to the Pirin region. Soon, however, 
it became evident that we had been betrayed, for the teachers and 
booksellers turned into Tito agents, and under the pretence of fighting 
‘Greater Bulgarian’ chauvinism, and with the aid of the State appara­
tus and all the political and cultural organizations, they began a 
systematic campaign against everything Bulgarian, against the Bul­
garian people, their culture, the people’s democracy, and our Com­
munist Party. In the Macedonian Republic no Bulgarian newspaper 
was allowed, not even Rabotnichesko Delo, the organ of the Bulgarian 
Communist Party. The family names of the population were altered 
so as to have no resemblance to Bulgarian names. For instance, Kuli- 
shev, Uzonov, and Cherkov, became Kolishevski, Uzonovski, and 
Cherkovski. . .

Ivan Delev, a Pirin Macedonian delegate to the same congress, 
said that ‘Tito’s emissaries’ had torn Bulgarian revolutionary 
pictures from the walls of Bulgarian schools and administration 
buildings and replaced them by pictures of Tito and Kolishevski. 
He claimed that they had ordered the Communist Party organiza­
tions to take an oath of loyalty to Tito.

Georgi Madolev, another Pirin Macedonian delegate who had
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an anti-Tito N.O.F., the Greek Communist Party could then 
achieve relative military independence of Tito and openly join 
the Cominform bloc against him. At the same time, probably, 
preparations were being made to transfer the ‘Free Greece’ radio 
from Yugoslavia to Cominform territory.

These, at least, seem the only hypotheses which will explain 
the decisions announced at the fifth plenary session of the 
Central Committee of the Greek Communist Party held on 30 
and 31 January 1949. First, the Central Committee relieved 
Markos of ‘all Party work’ , allegedly on grounds of ill health. This 
allegation was repeated in what purported to be an ‘open letter’ 
from Markos, broadcast by ‘Free Greece’ radio on 8 February, 
in which he laid down his premiership of the ‘Provisional Demo­
cratic Government’ and the command of the ‘Democratic Army’ . 
It seems highly probable, however, that Markos was really 
removed because he differed from the dominant wing of the 
party, led by Zahariades, both on the strategy of resistance and 
on the question of relations with Tito and on Macedonian 
tactics. Nothing was heard of Markos in the following months, 
except that in the summer of 1949 ‘Free Greece’ radio alleged 
that he had protested against an article by the Yugoslav Com­
munist, Djilas, who included him in a list of ‘national deviation- 
ists’ . Zahariades succeeded to undisputed control of the Greek 
guerrilla movement.

At the same time the Fifth Plenum of the Greek Central 
Committee proclaimed the following decision on the Macedonian 
question:

The Macedonian people are distinguishing themselves, and there 
must be no doubt that after the liberation, they will find their national 
restoration as they wish it. Various elements which are trying to 
break the unity between the Slav-Macedonian and Greek peoples 
should be guarded against. This unity should be presented as ‘the 
pupil of the eye’ and should be reinforced and strengthened firmly 
and continuously.1

This was, of course, a deliberately vague statement. It did 
not specifically commit the Greek Party further than its 1935 
declaration, when it abandoned the ‘united Macedonia’ slogan, 
but undertook while aiming ultimately at ‘the self-determination 
of the oppressed peoples’ , to fight for ‘the complete equality of

1 ‘Free Greece’ radio, 6 February 1949.
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Bulgarian disclaimers of interest in the slogan of an Independent 
Macedonia in a Balkan Federation. On 1 1  May Kolishevski told 
a congress in Skoplje that the leadership of the Bulgarian Com­
munist Party had openly dropped .the slogan ‘only after it had 
been unmasked by the Yugoslav Communist Party’ .

However [Kolishevski said], public renunciation of this slogan does 
not mean that it is not being exploited to create confusion among the 
Macedonian masses and to wreck Yugoslavia. The recent Sofia con­
ference of certain Macedonians, presided over by the traitor Hadji 
Panzov, discussed this slogan of an independent Macedonia. This 
proved clearly that. . . the leaders of the Bulgarian Communist Party 
do not renounce this slogan.

The confusion of the ‘Macedonian masses’ at this moment 
must indeed have been extreme. It is not at all clear what either 
the Greek or the Bulgarian Communist Parties were aiming at 
in Macedonia, except that both were bitterly hostile to the 
Yugoslav Communists. Both also seemed afraid of the strength 
of pro-Tito feeling still surviving in their own sections of Mace­
donia.

This was the situation when it became clear that Tito had 
decided to cease supporting the Greek Communist guerrillas 
and to close the Greek-Yugoslav frontier. ‘Free Greece’ radio 
first denounced his ‘treachery’ on 6 July, although Tito himself 
did not openly indicate his intentions until his speech at Pola 
on 10 July. The ‘Free Greece’ denunciation was followed the 
next day, 7 July, by a long resolution by the Executive Committee 
of the newly-formed ‘Communist Organization in Aegean Mace­
donia’ , signed by Mitrovski and Kotsev, attacking the ‘subversive 
work’ of ‘Tito-ite agents’ in Greek Macedonia, especially Gochev 
and Keramidjiev.

The Organization’s resolution said that the ‘Keramidjiev- 
Gochev clique’ was attempting a new offensive against the Greek 
people’s democratic struggle, with the aim of breaking the 
fighting unity of the Greek and Macedonian peoples. This sub­
versive activity had begun before 1944, and had been organized 
by the Yugoslav Communist Party. Tito and his clique, aiming 
at the incorporation of Aegean Macedonia, had organized a 
‘huge, subversive, and slanderous campaign’ against the Greek 
Communist Party, accusing it of having betrayed the revolution. 
It had created its own Party organizations in Aegean Macedonia,
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MA CED O N IA

Kolishevski followed up Tito’s speech by referring to the 
Macedonian People’s Republic as the Piedmont of the future 
Macedonia and declaring that ‘the entire Macedonian people’ 
saw in Tito’s Macedonia the realization of its aspirations towards 
freedom. The Macedonian people looked forward to the moment 
when it would be possible to ‘enjoy the same freedom’. ‘Our 
brothers’, Kolishevski said, ‘are fighting together with the heroic 
Greek people against the monarcho-Fascists in order to win the 
right of self-determination.’1

Thus the Yugoslav Communists still seemed committed to 
their maximum policy: that the three parts of Macedonia should 
be united under Tito’s aegis. Bulgarian and Greek statements on 
Ilinden 1949 were much more obscure. The Bulgarian Govern­
ment newspaper, Otechestven Front, in the course of a bitter 
attack on Tito’s ‘aggressive nationalist policy’ towards Macedonia 
and his attempt to cut off the Macedonian Communists from any 
organizational connexion with the Bulgarian or Greek Com­
munists, nostalgically recalled the old slogan of a Balkan Federa­
tion including Macedonia as an equal member. This in spite of 
Kolarov’s renunciation of the slogan in the previous March. A 
Sofia radio broadcast on the same day also recalled the ‘old 
ideal’ of a Balkan Federation, but said that it had now developed 
into a stronger one—that of a world democratic front headed by 
the Soviet Union. This, the radio said, was the only way the 
nationalities problem in the area could be solved.2

It was, however, perhaps an indication that the Bulgarian 
Communist Party was planning a fresh forward Macedonian 
move that a few days later Vladimir Poptomov was appointed 
Foreign Minister in succession to Kolarov. Himself a Mace­
donian, he was regarded as one of the Bulgarian Party’s leading 
Macedonian experts, and held by the Yugoslav Communists to 
be their chief enemy in the Yugoslav question. According to some 
accounts, he had earlier been associated with Vlahov’s ‘United 
I.M .R.O .’ 3

Greek pronouncements on Ilinden 1949 were evasive. An 
announcement made three days earlier by the Greek Communist 
Party Central Committee had merely attacked the ‘Tito clique of

1 Belgrade radio, 2 August 1949: New York Herald Tribune, 10 August 1949.
2 Sofia radio, 2 August 1949.
3 See p. 95 above.
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